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INTRODUCTION:

The patriarchal society codified women's behavior. Women were confined to the house-hold 
duties. In this system men emerged as superpower because they had economic independence. But, in 
Rokeya's Sultana's Dream, women emerge as superwomen with the help of education. They have the 
caliber to use science and technology for the best of their country. 

Rokeya Sakhawat Housain was born in 1880 at Pairaband, Rangpur district. Like other typical 
Muslim girls, Rokeya grew up in strict Bengali muslim 'Purdah' family. She was privately tutored in Arabic 
and Urdu. Her elder brother Ibrahim Sabir taught her English. At the age of sixteen, she was married to 
Khan Bahadur Syed Sakhawat Housain. He is twenty-four year senior to her. After her marriage she moved 
to Bhagalpur, (Bihar). As a wife of magistrate, she got an opportunity to communicate with educated elitist 
women. As a result, she became perfect in English. 

Rokeya's Sultana's Dream was published in 1905 in the 'Indian Ladies Magazine. Sultana's Dream 
can be considered as one of the feminist-utopia. It is certainly, the first such story to be written by an Indian 
woman. Rokeya wrote in the early twentieth century. During this period, a movement for independence was 
started to gain ground. So, the feelings like loss of homeland, search for identity are fully expressed in her 
writings. She tries to relate women's marginality and identity with the homeless condition of men under the 
British ruling country. Rokeya writes only to explore the dreams of getting her homeland back and to give 
women their "own space". 

After her husband's death, she received ill-treatment from her in-laws. Rokeya finally moved to 
Calcutta. Rokeya wants to liberate women from patriarchal norms. Hence, she presents the concept of 'new 
woman'. This type of woman is self-assured, ambitious, positive and having all the qualities of leadership. 
This 'new woman' is conscious about her identity. Generally Third World women are considered as 
religious, submissive, indecisive and family-oriented. But Rokeya's. Sultana's Dream gives a shock-
treatment to these misunderstandings. Rokeya wants that women should enlarge their 'personal' and 'social 
space'. The Indian women's identity was crushed under the system of 'patriarchy'. The word 'patriarchy' 
means dominancy by men. In this system men emerges as a ruling power and women are considered to be 
submissive. The social laws allowed men to be a master and suppress women. The social system, "which 
enables men to dominate women in all relations is known in feminist discourse as patriarchy." (K. K. 
Ruthven, p.1). The society which is governed by the terms and conditions of patriarchy "implies a theory of 

Abstract:

Rokeya's Sultana's Dream challenges or rather rejects the supremacy of men. 
She has tried her best to liberate women from the mental condition of 'enslave'. She 
believes that women will be liberated only when women earn a strong faith on their 
caliber. The present research paper intends to deal with Rokeya's interpretation of 
feminism on the background of Sultana's dream. 
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gender inequality in which this aspect of men's domination over each other is central to men's domination 
over women." (Sylvia Walby, p. 20) 

Rokeya reject the notions regarding the 'purity' of women. She tries her best to raise her voice 
against 'enslaved mind'. She believes that true liberation will come only when women will actively 
participate in all spheres of life. Rokeya's Sultana's Dream stands as a wonderful fantasy as well as "terrible 
revenge" on male-dominated society. This is such a sweet revenge that even her husband and editor 
appreciated her. As being marginalized, she thinks to take revenge through the fantasy of destroying the 
traditional structure of society and establishing new Ladyland where men will be secluded. Sultana's 
Dream deals with reversed sex-role. Such kind of creative writing will enable the women to get a sense of 
self-confidence. Because women are able to handle the social, political and technological crisis very 
skillfully. If women become the master, they will create a new world of perfect beauty and goodness. 

Rokeya's intention is to motivate Bengali Muslim women towards self realization. She again 
wants to give stress on the point that society could not create speed-breaker in their way. She has a moral 
courage to question against existing society. She used her pen to motivate people to take the essential step to 
change the 'evils' of society. 

Sultana's Dream tries to forecast the concept of 'new woman'. Through the dialogue of Sultana and 
Sister Sara, the prevalent Indian notions regarding male and female as presented with a touch of irony. 
Sultana's Ladyland reports the Indian stereotype while sister same presents the outside's views. Through the 
character of Sultana, Rokeya tries to ridicule the mentality of Indian society. Women in Ladyland are 
powerful. They got this power with the help of science and technology. It is noted that, Rokaya did not 
eliminated men from the Ladyland. Rather they are presented as a weaker section of society. Men in 
Ladyland are compelled to do the household work, as women were in Rokeya's India. Women in Ladyland 
do not consider men fit for any skillful work. The term 'mannish' is used for a woman who is very shy and 
timid. 

The story presents such a society where the power of males is taken away, and given to females. 
Here the Indian patriarchal order is presented as reversal. Sultana finds that men are kept in 'Mardana', as 
the term 'Mardana' is used in contrast to the 'Zenana', where Muslim women of Rokeya's time were 
confined:  

"They should not do anything, excuse me; they are fit for nothing.  Only catch them and put them 
into Zennana" (SD p. 6). Sultana is told that men in Ladyland lost their position because they believed only 
in muscle power. They were engaged only in acquiring military skills, while women engaged in acquiring 
scientific and technological skills. As a result, when neighboring kingdom invaded, they exhausted 
completely and becomes incapable of defeating the enemy. What happens next day is very interesting "on 
the following day, the Queen called upon all the men to retire into Zenanas for the sake of honour and 
liberty. Wounded and tired as they were, they took the order for a boon! They bowed low and entered the 
Zenanas without uttering a single word of protest. (SD p.10). As a result, the man happily continued to stay 
in the 'Mardana' and tries their best to confine themselves within the allowed area. Sultana is surprised by 
this picture. Because she also believed that men had sharper brains and power. But she is told. "An elephant 
also has got a bigger and heavier brain than a man has. Yet man can enchain elephants and employ them 
according to his own wishes." (SD p.9) Sultana now develops a 'new attitude' towards the patriarchal 
system. 

Rokeya herself observed 'Purdah'. She viewed 'Purdah' as a restrictive device that kept women 
submissive and prevented them from expressing themselves. She thought that men ought to be locked in 
'Purdah' and in the 'Mardana' as it was called in Ladyland. 

In the Rokeya's Ladyland women are presented as self-reliant. Patriarchal oppression is exiled 
from the ideal Ladyland. Ladyland is equipped with the facilities of science, technology and humanism. 
Women in the Ladyland emerge as the acknowledged legislators. Hence, the patriarchal oppression is faded 
away. These women legislators are aware about the environment. So Ladyland is free from pollution. 
Women are actively participating in political, economical and commercial affair. 

The theme of education and adaptation of science is the basic theme of Sultana's Dream. Hence, in 
the Ladyland number of Universities has been founded. Women are engaged in various kinds of research 
like the storm-stopping machines, creation of flying cars, artificial fountains and solar-heat machines etc. 
Rokeya clearly distinguishes between feminine and masculine technology. Feminine technology is related 
to solar energy and is environment friendly. On the other hand, masculine energy is based upon the power of 
muscles and weapons. 

Sultana departs from Ladyland with the assertion that women must have strong zest for life. If they 
get the knowledge of science and technology, they cannot be discriminated on the basis of gender. Rokeya 
gives stress on the point that women are equal with men. They have the ability of governing social, political, 
economical affairs. Thus Rokeya's Ladyland provides liberal space for women. The Ladyland presents the 
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society without gender structure. Rokeya's yearning for liberty and equality is clearly seen in the 
imaginative creation of Ladyland. The story is presented as a dream. Here all the extra-ordinary and 
supernatural happenings have the base of science and technology. Sultana Ladyland has all the amenities 
which Rokeya's India has lacked.

Thus through the dream of Sultana, Rokeya establishes women's identity. She expresses the bitter 
truth with the help of sweet dream. Rokeya's Ladyland stands as the stage-provider for 'new woman's' 
identity.
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