Vol Il Issue V Nov 2012

Impact Factor : 0.1870

Monthly
Rese

Golde
Th

Dr

Publisher
Mrs.Laxmi Ashok Yakkaldevi

Mr.




RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595

IMPACT FACTOR : 0.2105

Welcome to ISRJ

ISSN No.2230-7850

Indian Streams Research Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English,
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed
referred by members of the editorial Board readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

International Advisory Board

Flavio de Sao Pedro Filho
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

Kamani Perera

Regional Centre For Strategic Studies, Sri

Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy

Librarian, University of Malaya [
Malaysia ]

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest,

Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus Pop

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade

Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathmatical Sciences,

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature

University of South Carolina Aiken, Aiken SC Department, Kayseri

29801

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Catalina Neculai
University of Coventry, UK

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN
Postdoctoral Researcher

Editorial Board

Iresh Swami

ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur
University, Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education,
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji
University, Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College,
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana

Department of Chemistry, Lahore
University of Management Sciences [ PK
]

Anna Maria Constantinovici

AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Horia Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest,
Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang

PhD, USA

Nawab Ali Khan

College of Business Administration

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University,
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science
YCMOU, Nashik

S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University,
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava

S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Secretary, Play India Play (Trust),Meerut Sonal Singh

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi 258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.isrj.net

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Ph.D , Annamalai University, TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra




Golden Research Thoughts
Volume 2, Issue. 5, Nov. 2012
ISSN:-2231-5063 Available online at www.aygrt.net

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

MADHUMATI JAIDRATH

Department of Sociology, First Grade College, Jewargi, Dist. Gulbarga

Abstract:

Development is an integral process to promote a better quality of life in
economic, social, political, cultural and moral aspects. Basically, it is a process of
liberalization from structures and mechanisms which are exploitative, oppressive and
discriminatory. Thus, development becomes a phenomenon where power is transferred
from a small minority to the greater majority. India adopted economic planning for
economic development, weaker sections were identified and a welfare approach was
adopted in order that these sections too might share the trickling down benefits of the
economic development. Social welfare concept was put to practice to protect women
rights and to provide them some services.

INTRODUCTION :

Right from the beginning to planning era, women in India were looked upon in this light. The
words such as development and welfare, used in policy statements had this socio-economic connotation.
Therefore, this welfare approach marginalized women to a great extent. The programmes, in the context of
exploiting socio-economic systems, not only were meager, but it robbed the dignity of women by making
them dependent objects in the society. However, after Fifth Five Year Plan, there was a perceptible shift
from viewing women as target of welfare politics to treat them as critical agent for development. Now the
emphasis has shifted from development to empowerment. Our policy makers have underscored the need
for women's empowerment for country's progress. It augurs well for the country that it has now been
recognized that women hold the key to sustainable development. It has also been rightly emphasized that
the rights of women can be safeguarded if they are empowered at all levels.

WOMEN RESERVATIONS IN MUNICIPAL BODIES:

The municipal bodies in India are aimed at mobilizing the effective participation of people in
decision making and managing the local affairs and development schemes. With this objective, efforts have
been made to democratize the municipal local bodies in India and to endow them with powers and authority
as units of self government. Through 74th constitutional Amendment Act, care has been taken to reserve
1/3rd of total seats to women in membership as well as chairmanship. In the municipal bodies, 1/3rd of
reservation for women in urban local bodies has opened up new vistas for women participation in the
country in the municipal politics. This clearly indicates change in the traditional norm which restricted free
movement of women in the Indian societies. The Constitutional Amendment (74th) providing 1/3rd
representation for women in municipal bodies as well as reserving of 1/3rd chairpersons posts has been a
step forward towards the political empowerment of women. Certainly, our social taboos and traditional. It
was also being felt that women would not come forward with their male counterparts and even if they come,
they would not be effectively participating in meting and would not have freedom of free decision making,
so no substantial change could be brought about. Under the present study, above mentioned aspects have
been analyzed.

Some respondents stated that reservation provided opportunities to the downtrodden while a size
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of respondents favour the reservations on economic criteria whereas very few recommended the abolition
of the reservation in municipal bodies. Political empowerment of women implies the degree of equality and
freedom enjoyed by women in shaping and sharing of power and value given by society to political role of
women. The Indian constitution guarantee political equality to women. The 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1992 further enhanced the opportunist for their political participation in urban local
politics. Accordingly, one third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every
municipality have been reserved for women. Such seats are allotted by rotation to different constituencies
in municipal bodies. Further there is a provision of 1/3rd seats of the total number of seats reserved for
scheduled caste to be reserved for scheduled caste women. Further provision has also been made for
reservation of offices of the president of the municipal bodies. Out of these 5 percent of the women
including those belonging to scheduled caste have been given representation as a president in municipal
bodies of all categories.
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