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Abstract: Education can be defined as a systematic process of learning and teaching that involves transferring of 
knowledge by training, schooling or preaching. It also involves the flow of knowledge from one person to another 
followed by curiosity to learn more.  The aim of education is to cultivate knowledge and mold children in such a way 
that they will contribute significantly in the welfare of the society. So there is very imperative responsibility on the 
shoulders of teacher and Secondary and Higher Secondary teachers have more responsibility because students are  
at the age of 13 to 17 at Secondary level, this is an adolescent stage and their character building age where their 
future is directly depends on the knowledge, understanding and concept clarity developed through Secondary 
Education and No education today can be accepted as being relevant unless it helps students to understand their 
potential with providing adequate facilities and favorable environment in the school. GSEB (Gujarat Secondary 
Education Board) and GSHSEB(Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary Education Board) have made lot of 
changes in the courses of different Subject, Examination Pattern and Evaluation Pattern also. It affects Students as 
well as Teachers. Here, researcher focusing on some educational Problem related secondary and higher secondary 
School and studied Opinionon some of educational problems of Secondary and Higher Secondary Teachers of 
Vadodara city of Gujarat State.

Keyword: Secondary, Higher secondary, Educational Problem, Teachers, Vadodara, Gujarat.

INTRODUCTION
Education system is the very important aspect of 

our Society. Students develop different skills, gain 
Knowledge, learn something from Education and develop 
itthemselves such a manner that they could have contribute 
to the society. India is a developing Country and it is 
developing very Fast. Education plays a vital role for its 
development. Teacher whatever teach to students has a direct 
influence on students' development and it's very useful for 
students' holistic development.   Education system is also 
needs some change or Modification with the demands of the 
Students and Society. The aim of education is not the 
formation of independent functions or processes. 
Educational material as well as Learning environment 
should appeal to their inner needs. It should have emotional 
appeal and an inviting character. It should arouse their 
interest and stimulate activity and concentration. It should 
enable children the opportunity to work independently and to 
have their own experiences. 

One of disadvantage of the contemporary 
secondary education concentrates primarily on learning a 
few subjects challenging the 'cognitive intelligence', that too 
largely the lower order cognition. This very approach to 
secondary education puts at disadvantage a large number of 
students because students with differential abilities and 
potentialities are unable to cope with the demands of the kind 
of education offered in secondary education; on the other 
hand, secondary education does not contribute and nurture 
children native wisdom and imagination that they bring with 
them to the school (CABE, 2005).

Secondary and Higher Secondary level plays 
important role in Education.  It is a base for all 
highereducation studies and it will helpful to nurture their 

future. If the base is good in any subject, it will be great for 
their further study. At the adolescence stage, students are 
very active and curious to know something new and 
innovative. If Teacher and Education Board could have 
understood their need then it will be helpful for their bright 
future. With the changing demands of the student, courses of 
different subjects of Secondary and Higher Secondary, 
Evaluation System and Education system also get change 
very fast. Those changes are directly or indirectly have an 
influence on Teachers' teaching and students' development. 
The vision for secondary education is to make good quality 
educationavailable, accessible and affordable to all young 
persons in the age group of14-18 years (MHRD, 2009)

BACKGROUND:
On May 1, 1960, Gujarat was created out of 17 

northern districts of the former state of Bombay, located on 
the western coast of India, has the longest coastline of 1,600 
Km. Gandhinagar, the capital city of Gujarat is located close 
to Ahmedabad, the commercial capital. The state currently 
has 26 districts (226 talukas, 18,618 villages, 242 towns).

Gujarat Population Census(2011) Data shows that 
it has Total Population of 6.03 Crore which is approximately 
4.99% of total Indian Population. Literacy rate in Gujarat has 
seen upward trend and is 79.31% as per 2011 population 
census. Of that, male literacy stands at 87.23% while female 
literacy is at 70.73%.  (Census, 2011).

Gujarat State follows 10+2 pattern of School 
Education, as recommended by the Education Commission 
(1964-66)from June 1976. Gujarat Secondary Education 
Board (GSEB) and Gujarat Secondary and Higher secondary 
Education (GSHSEB) are the Gujarat State governing body 
taking care of Secondary Education. Gujarat Council of 
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Educational Research and Training (GCERT) are monitoring 
and maintain the quality of School Education. It designs 
Curriculum, Publish State Board book and continuously 
conducts research at state secondary education level 
(GSHSEB, 2012).

GUJARAT EDUCATION SYSTEM WITH SPECIAL 
REFERENCE TO SECONDARY EDUCATION:

Education in India is provided by the public sector 
as well as the private sector. Education in India falls under the 
control of both the Union Government and the states, with 
some responsibilities lying with the Union and the states 
having autonomy for others. The various articles of the 
Indian Constitution provide for education as a fundamental 
right. Most universities in India are controlled by the Union 
or the State Government.

School Education is follows 10+2 pattern of school 
education, as recommended by the Education Commission 
(1964-66). Indian Education system start with the Pre- 
elementary to Primary that is upto standard 5 and standard 6 
to 8 is consider as upper primary. Standard 9 and 10 come 
under secondary. Standard 10 consider as Board Exam 
pioneer of  Student future and Standard 11 and 12 is a Higher 
Secondary where student select subject Biology or 
Mathematics and on the basis of that S/hecan join higher 
education. After 10th also, student can join Technical 
courses. So Secondary and Higher Secondary is a pioneer for 
the student.

As per the CABE committee on Universalization of 
Secondary Education (2005) recommends universal 
secondary education by 2015; As per the report, the 
projection of enrolment, transition rate indicates full 
possibility of universal enrolment in secondary education by 
2015. By 2020, the target should be universal enrolment. 
Also, by 2020, there will beprovision for universal senior 
secondary education and universal retention.This will be 
possible because of high transition rate from 10th to 
11thstandard and high retention rate in the senior secondary 

grades even now.
As per the requirement GSEB and GHSHEB have 

made lots of changes in courses of different Subjects, 
Examination Pattern and Evaluation Pattern also.

Since Gujarat State came into existence on May 1, 
1960 acquiring the Status of a separate state, it is pertinent to 
know the growth of school education since 1961.For Gujarat 
State Growth in number of Secondary and Higher secondary 
schools for the period 1961 – 2011 is indicated in Table 1.

Table  Number of Secondary and Higher Secondary 
Schools in Gujarat

Chronological growth in number of schools at 
Secondary and Higher secondary levels of school education 
shows a gradually increasing trend. Secondary Schools 
gradually increase throughout while Higher Secondary 
Schools significantly increased after 2000.

Gender wise enrolments of pupils in secondary 
schools of Gujarat between1961 and 2011showing in table 2, 
reveal thatremarkably tremendous increase in per cent of 
Boys and Girl enrolment from 1961 to 2011. The 
totalenrolment of pupils in 1961 has gone upfrom 2.26 lakh 
to 30 lakh in 2011-12. Out of the total enrolment ofpupils at 
secondary level, per cent of girls' enrolment hasincreased 
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INDIA EDUCATION SYSTEM  

 
8-9 

years 

 

Figure 1 Indian Education System 

 

Table 1 Number of Secondary and Higher Secondary Schools 

 in Gujarat 

Year Secondary Schools Higher Secondary Schools 

1961 1099 - 

1971 2263 - 

1981 2186 967 

1991 3639 1483 

1999 4188 1823 

2009 5791 3508 

2010-11 9878 

Source: GCERT (2011), GSHSEB (2010), GSHSEB (2010) 

Table 1 Growth in Secondary School Enrolment (in lakh),  

by gender 

Year Boys Girls 

1961 1.71 0.55 

1971 3.47 1.66 

1981 5.4 2.91 

1991 8.3 4.99 

1999 9.92 6.62 

2009 17.9 12.6 

2010-11 17.5 12.5 

Source: GCERT (2011), GSHSEB (2010), GSHSEB (2010) 



from 0.55 lakh in 1961 to 12.5 Lakh in 2011,while Boys' 
enrolment has increased from 1.71 lakh in 1961 to 17.5 Lakh 
in 2011-12.

In view of the 10 + 2 pattern of secondary education 
having been implemented byGujarat State from June 1976, 
enrolmentfigures for the period 1981 – 2009 areshown in 
Table 3. It isclearly evident that the total enrolment of pupils 
of boththe genders has increased by significantly. 

As per table 4, the number of schools has increased 
from 333 in 1950-51 to 9878 in 2010-11, showing 
significantly increase; the number of students from 1.46 lakh 
to 30 lakh,  significantly increase in the number of teachers 
and Teacher Pupil ratio from 5981 to 77716, and  24 to 39 
respectively.

Secondary Education in Gujarat State showing 
positive progress in terms of Student Enrolment, Literacy 
rate, Number of School, Number of Teachers, Student 
teacher ratio. But still there are few problems that hindered 
vision of Secondary education.

SOME EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM:
Secondary education is the turning point for a large 

majority of students. It should provide lifelong learning 
rather than cramming and exam oriented system. It should 
adopt flexible student and teacher friendly teaching learning 
environment. School education demands few promising 
effort of the Government, Teachers as well as environment. 
Here Researcher highlights few Educational problems of 
secondary and Higher secondary Education.

Teaching –Learning Processes:
Curricular structure and course offerings are the 

necessary condition forquality secondary education.  

Contemporary pedagogicalpractices are characterized 
largely by lectures. Such kind of processes contributes at best 
to lower order cognition, memorization and fragile learning.  
Students lack problem-solving ability, higher order thinking 
and cognition, and creativity. If the new generation 
secondary education sets its targets for students to be able to 
think critically, solve problems individually and collectively, 
be creative, teaching-learningmust undergo a paradigm shift. 
Pedagogy must bring students at the centre ofstage where 
they primarily learn to learn through peer interaction, 
problemsolving,experiential learning, etc. In this new 
learning scenario, teachers willbe facilitators of learning. 
 
Assessment:

It should adopt flexible student and teacher friendly 
Assessment system along with building dynamism in 
curricular framework as well as pedagogy, evaluation must 
undergo major changes. According to CABE (2005), there 
are views from many quarters that “the most significant 
reason for mass scale failure in the tenth board examination 
is the common curriculum and course offerings nearly 80 per 
cent of the candidates who fail in the board examination fail 
in mathematics, English and science besides significant 
wastage of the educational resources, it affects self-esteem 
and self-concept of the students.”

Examination-stress is directly related to facing the 
challenge ofexamination with 'fragile' learning due to 
memorizing huge stock ofinformation.  In this respect 
government of Gujarat also adopted Continuous and 
Comprehensive Evaluation system and Semester system to 
promote talent of the student.

Student teacher Ratio:
Student teacher ratio is one of the major issues in 

Indian School Education. India Classroom is over hampered 
with student of 60 to 70 Students. And there is less teacher 
available in the school create one more problem. Another 
issue is low Pay scale of Teachers and with this low pay scale 
burden on teachers' Shoulder like Academic and other duties. 
Teacher with less competencies and content mastery also 
create problems in teaching learning. 

Tuition Classes:
Tuition Classes is one of the hindered factor that 

harming School Education. Parents are ready to pay more 
money in Tuition classes and with the over demands of the 
tuition classes, students are not pay attention in School and it 
makes student away from the school.  With the increasing 
trends of tuition classes, it is harming student interest from 
the School and student does not have enough time for 
relaxing.

The National Curriculum Framework – 2005 has 
made several radical proposals to revisit the very character of 
knowledge, shift to a new pedagogic approach and change 
the entire examination system. With this regard, 
governments also started putting effort to increase quality of 
Secondary and Higher Secondary Education in form of 
Examination Reforms, Flexibility for the Students, 
modification in the School Curriculum, providing training to 
the teachers for the better and effective teaching learning, 
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Table 1 Growth in Enrolment at Higher Secondary Stages 

Year Boys Girls 

1981 1.29 0.64 

1991 1.97 1.26 

1999 2.14 1.74 

2009 10.3 7.6 

Source: GCERT (2011), GSHSEB (2010), GSHSEB (2010) 

Table 1 Progress of Secondary Education in Gujarat 

Year Number of 

Schools 

Pupils Teachers Teacher 

Pupil Ratio 

1951 333 1463 5981 24 

1961 1099 364853 14208 26 

1971 2263 785865 29229 27 

1981 3153 1026905 38436 27 

1991 5122 1652285 57957 29 

1999 6011 2042691 65231 31 

2009 9299 3045053 86775 35 

2010-11 9878 2997831 77716 39 

Source: GCERT (2011), GSHSEB (2010), GSHSEB (2010) 



providing new Language and Science laboratory, ICT kits for 
effective teaching etc.

SOME OF THE INITIATIVES TAKEN BY THE STATE 
GOVERNMENT:

Government of Gujarat initiated many schemes and 
programmes to dents and Educational Board facing but 
Researcherlisted few of them below: 

Steps taken to ensure adequatesupply of teachers:
The state government in implementing 

theinnovative schemes of VidyasahayakandShiksansahayak 
(para-teachers) to meetthe shortage of teachersand ensure 
theadequate supply of teachers in schools atdifferent stages 
with effect from1998-99.A Shiksansahyak for a 
secondaryschool is given an honorarium of Rs.7,000/- per 
month whereas that for highersecondary is given a monthly 
honorariumof Rs. 10,000/-.

Teachers' Professionalism andmotivation:
When a teacher accepts teaching as aprofession, it 

is expected of him thats/he will sincerely love each and every 
child. In order to motivate teachers to improvetheir 
qualification, training for innovativeexperiments is 
organized at the state aswell as national level. Teachers 
aredeputed outside the state and at thenational level to 
apprise them of the latest

Innovations. Best teacher awards are alsogiven at 
the state as well as national levelfor motivating teachers of 
primary andsecondary schools.

Curriculum Transaction:Research Backup:
Curriculum transaction involves teachinglearning 

process in the classroom withrespect to curricular content of 
a particularsubject meant to be learnt by students. 
Theprocess of transaction includes the use ofmicro skills of 
teaching by the teacher andlearners' active participation.

Improvisation of Teaching aids and TLM
State as well as centre government putting great 

effort to improve quality of Secondary Education. It 
promotes innovation and new methods and approach of 
teaching and research in the area of Making Teaching 
learning process more interesting and alive. It promotes 
developing and implementing Teaching aids and promotes 
Teaching learning Materials in form of ICT and Self learning 
material in the area of Science. Facility of AV room and other 
ICT integrated education facility provide to the School along 
with the training to the teacher.

Introduction of comprehensivecontinuous evalua 
tion and Semester system:

As decided by the state secondaryeducation board, 
a comprehensive andcontinuous evaluation system has been 
putinto practice for classes VIII and onwardfrom 2000-2001. 
And they introduced Semester system from the 2011 
onwards to promote the holistic education.

Withsuch initiatives also, Students and Teachers are 
facing few educational Problems. To know the opinion on 
such Educational Problems, Researcher conducted survey of 
secondary and Higher secondary Teachers of Vadodara City, 

Gujarat with following objective.

OBJECTIVES:
To study the opinion of Secondary and Higher 

secondary teachers on Educational problems in terms of

Implementation of Semester system, 
Examination Reforms, 
Sectorization of Standards, 
Classroom Problems, 
location of Schools, 
Timing,
Tuitions

POPULATION: 
All Secondary and Higher Secondary Teachers of 

GSEB and GHSHEBwasconsisted as Population for the 
Study.

SAMPLE: 
Sample drawn out from the Population randomly. 

Sample for the study was42Secondary and Higher 
Secondary Science Teachers in the schoolsof Vadodara city 
affiliated to GSHSEB.

DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY:
The present study was delimited to Secondary and 

Higher secondary Science teachers of Vadodara City. The 
study was delimited to Schools affiliated by GSHEB, 
Gandhinagar.

TOOLS USED FOR DATA COLLECTION:
Opinionnaire:The tool was self-made Close ended 
Opinionnairewith 3 point scale of Yes, No and Can't Say. The 
tool wasadministered onSecondary and Higher Secondary 
Teachers. It consist of 17 itemspertaining to Educational 
problems in terms of Implementation of Semester System, 
Examination Reforms, Sectorization of Standards, 
Classroom Problems, location of Schools, Timing, and 
Tuitions etc. 
Methodology: A study was survey type conducted to study 
the opinion of Secondary and Higher secondary teachers of 
Vadodara city on Educational problemsin the year 2010-11.

It follows different steps which are shown below:
1. Identify the Problems of Secondary Education in Gujarat 
which are mainly based on the educational changes in 
Secondary and Higher Secondary.
2.Prepare Opinionnaire on some of the educational Problems 
3.Implement the tool on Secondary and Higher Secondary 
Teachers and took Opinionnaire of the Teachers on some of 
the educational problems.
4.Study the Opinion of the Teachers

Methodology adopted for present study is showing in the 
following diagram 1
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Diagram 1: Methodology adopted for the Present Study

Data Analysis: The Data collected through Opinionnaire 
was analysed quantitatively. Frequency and Percentage was 
used to analyses collected data.

Data analysis and Interpretation:

As per the data showing in the figure 2 and 3 
revealed that Objective and Subjective type of Examination 
system is helpful to the Teachers, around 68 percent teachers 
had opinion that it is helpful to the teachers and 32 per cent of 
the teachers opined that it is not useful to the Teachers.  
Around 81 per cent teachers had opinion 

that it is helpful to the Students and 19 per cent of the teachers 
opined that it is not useful to the students.  

As Per figure 4, majority of Teachers around 74 per 
cent opined that Objective and Subjective type of Question in 

examination should be integrate in 12th Standard, While 24 
per cent denied that and say no for the Objective-subjective 
type of Pattern in 12th standard.

Teachers had mix type of opinion regarding 
Sectorisation of Subjects in Higher secondary. 49 per cent of 
teachers opined that there should not be discrimination in 
Biology and Mathematics subject in Higher secondary and 
49 per cents of Teachers agree to sectorisation of Subjects in 
Higher secondarythat is indicating in Figure 5.As per figure 
6, 57 per cent of Teachers felt that Selection of Biology and 
Mathematics is useful to the Teaches and 41 per cent of 
Teachers was not felt that it is useful to the Teachers and 2 per 
cent of teachers did not give any opinion on this issue.

14 per cent of teachers had opinion that, if GSEB 
remove board examination from 10th standard, it 
willbeneficial to the students and majority 76 per cent had 
opinion that Board examination in 10th Standard is 
beneficial to the student, it should not be remove and 10 per 
centteachers did not give any opinion (Figure 7).

Regarding the Grading system, as per the figure 8, 
47 per centteachers had an opinion that grading system be 
involved in 10th and 12th Standard and 36 per cent of the 
teachers not agreed to involved grading system in 10th and 
12th Standard. Still 17 per cent of teachers was neutral in this 
regard. We can see in figure 9 that 70 per cent Teachers 
opined that standard 9 to 12 standard should keep in on 
common secondary section, while 22 per cent was not agree 
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Figure 2

   

Opinion of teachers on Usefulness of 

objective and Subjective type of Questions to 

Students in 1oth Standard

 

Figure 3

 

Opinion of

 

teachers on Usefulness of 

objective and Subjective type of Questions to 

Teachers in 1oth Standard

 

Figure 1  Opinion of Teachers on Integrate 

Objective and subjective  

 

Figure 7

 

Opinion of Teachers on usefulness of 
removal of Board Exam in 10th Standard to 

Students

 

Figure 2

 

Opinion of teachers on Importance    

of Selection of Biology and Mathematics to 

 

Figure 1

 

Opinion on pattern of option between 
Biology and Mathematics in Higher Secondary

 

 

Figure 9

 

Opinion of Teachers on one common 
Secondary section for 9-12 standards

 

Figure 8

 

Opinion of Teachers on grading system be 
involved in 10th and 12th Standard

 



to it.

As per Figure 10 and 11, you can see that 35 per 
centof teachers opined that decision of shifting of 8th 
standard to primary helpful to

the teachers, while 57 per cents of teachers felt that 
it is not helpful to the teachers. 30 per cent of teachers opined 
that decision of shifting of 8th standard to primary helpful to 
the students, while 59 per cents of teachers was against it and 
opined it is not helpful to the teachers. 11 per cents of 
teachers did not say anything.

68 per cents of the teachers opined that 
overcrowdedclass with 60 to 70 students influence learning 
of student. While 27 per cents of the teachers said that 
classroom with 60 to 70 student is not affect learning of the 
students (Figure 12). Majority of Teachers, around 65 per 
cent felt that there should be one more teacher required to 
teach and handle 60 to 70 students at a time in classroom, 
while 32 per cent of teachers opined that no there is no 
requirement of more teacher at a time in  classroom to handle 
60 to 70 students (Figure 13).

From figure 14 and 15, we can see that 86 per cent of 
teacher said that School located in residential area affect 
Students' learning and teachers' teaching and  14 per cent of 
teacher opined that it doesn't matter for the student's learning 
and Teacher's teaching.

57 parentage of teachers not agree to  tuition provided by the 
same teacher who takes their school subject, while 38 per 
cents of Teachers was in favor of  tuition should be taken by 
the same teacher who takes their school subject in School 
(Figure 17).36 per cent of teachers was in favor of tuition 
should be provided by the school and majority with 59 per 
cent did not agree to it and said no for the tuition provided by 
schools (Figure 18).

54 per cent of the teachers told that morning school 
time between 7 AM to 12 PM is favorable for students and 36 
per cents of teachers wasnot agreed to it. And 10 per cent did 
not opine anything about it (Figure 18).

MAJOR FINDINGS:
· Majority of teachers felt that Objective and 
subjective type of Examination system helps students in 
terms of Achievement and Tension reliever and it is helpful to 
the teachers also. Teachers suggested that it will be effective 
to introduce Objective and Subjective type of Examination 
system at 12 Standard.
Teachers had mix opinion with respect to sectorisation of 
Subjects at Higher Secondary level. They felt that Selection 
of Biology or Mathematics subject at higher secondary level 
may or may not be helpful to the Teachers and Students.
Teacher did not support idea of removing Board 
Examination from 10th Standard. Teachers also felt that 
shifting of standard 8 to primary level is not helpful to the 
teachers and students.
Majority of teachers felt that overcrowded classroom with 60 
to 80 Student affect learning of Students and it affect the 
classroom effective learning environment. They considered 
overcrowded classroom hindered teaching learning process. 
Teachers also opined that School should not be located in 
residential area. It should be located in peaceful area. 
Schools located in Residential area affects student learning 
as well as teaching.
Teachers had nix opinion on grading system include in 10th 
and 12th Standard. They had favorable opinion in favor of 
putting 9 to 12 standards as one common Secondary Section.
Teachers had negative opinion with respect to Tuition 
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Figure 10

 

Opinion of teachers on usefulness of 
shifting of 8th Standard to Primary level to 

Teachers

 

Figure 11 

 

Opinion of teachers on usefulness of 
shifting of 8th Standard to Primary level to 

Students

 

 

Figure 12

 

Opinion of Teachers on effect of 60 -70 
Class Strength on education of Students

 

Figure 13

 

Opinion of Teachers more than Teachers 
be include for subjects in a class of 60-80

 

 

Figure 15

 

Opinion of Teachers on school located in 
residential area affects students' learning

 

Figure 14

 

Opinion of Teachers on school located 
in residential area affects Teachers' Teaching

 

Figure 17

  

Opinion  of Teachers on  Tuition 

provided by School

 

 

Figure 2

 

Opinion of Teachers on Morning time (7 
am-12 pm) favorable for students

 

Figure 16

 

Opinion of Teachers on tuition taken by 
same teacher who takes subject in school favorable 

for students

 



classes. They felt that Tuition should not be taken by the 
school as well as same teacher who is teaching in the school. 
They had mix opinion regarding School timing. But majority 
of the teacher found Morning 7AM to 12 AM School timing 
favourable.

CONCLUSION:
Innovations in Evaluation System in terms of 

Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation and Semester 
system well appreciated by the teachers and found beneficial 
to the students and the teachers. But teachers do not support 
to integrate grading system. Board Examination at 10th 
Standard found significant place in secondary Education and 
it should not be remove. Idea of Considering 9 to 12 as a one 
common secondary education board was appreciated by the 
teachers. Student should learn both Biology and 
Mathematics subject at Higher secondary level.

Students and Teachers facing lots of difficulties 
with respect to overcrowded classroom and school should 
not be located in the residential area. It disturbs the teaching 
learning process. Timing of the School should be flexible as 
per the suitability of the students. Teachers do not support 
tuition system provided by the Schools and School teachers.
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