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G RT THIRUVALISVARAM TEMPLE - A STUDY

R. Rajappan

Ph.D. Research SCholar (Full-Time,), PG & Research Department of History, V. O. Chidambaram College,
Thoothukudi , Tamil Nadu,

Abstract:-Both the Tiruvalisvaram and the river Katana on the bank of which it is built have a glorious
mythological significance. ' It is believed that the sage Atthari brought the Ganges here to fulfil the desire
of the disciple to bath in the holy river.”

Keywords: Thiruvalisvaram Temple , glorious mythological .

INTRODUCTION:

The eternal spring caused by the Danda of the sage which he planted on the earth is the source of the river Katana.
Tiruvalisvaram takes its name from vali, the king of Kishkinda. He was a great devotee of Lord Shiva.’ It is believed that the
Shivaidol in the temple was once worshipped by Vali, the king and hence the temple is called after him as Tiruvalisvaram.

The Description of the Temple

The temple on the bank of the river Katana has two prakarams. Usually a tower will be found over the entrance of the
parakara in the temples of Tamilnadu.’ But at Tiruvalisvaram there is no tower at the entrance of the outer prakara. On the
southern side of the outer prakara is the temple of goddess Soundara Nayagi.’ The idol of the goddess is a beautiful image and
the idol is in a standing pose over Padma Peeda. It is to be pointed out that there was no separate temple for the goddess before
the period of the king Rajendra Chola. It is widely believed that this temple was built in the 13" Century. On the northern side of
the outer prakara there is the idol of Bhairava. The Nandi (sacred bull) and the Twajasthamba are also seen in the outer prakara.
On the western side there is the dancing Ganapathy. There is also Lord Arumuga next to Lord Ganesa. There is no holy tree for
this temple (Stala Virusha).’

At the entrance of the inner prakara there is the idol of the holy bull (Adikara Nandi). There is a small tower over the
entrance of the inner prakara. On the southern side of the inner prakara one can see the seven goddesses in the company of Lork
Jirahaeswarar. The goddesses are Sri Kameswari, Sri Narayani, Sri Gowmari, Sri Indirani Sri Kaali, Sri Abirami and Sri
Varahi. On the western side inner prakara there are the idols of Lord Ganesa and Muruga. The northern side of the inner prakara
is an open space.’

Beyond the inner prakara the Mahamandapam is situated. The pillars in the big hall (Mandapa) carry the architectural
features of Chola kings who ruled this region as representatives of the Chola emperors. These Chola princes were known as
Chola pandias.” It is significant to note that only. The idol of Lord Saneeswara alone was placed for worship. Beyond this
mandapam is the Artha Mandapam .The pillars in the Artha Mandapam are rectangular in shape. The sides of the pillars are
broad and they carry many carvings.

The structures of the Pothigas carry the significant features of the Pallavas. Such Pothigas can be seen in the cave
towers and the rock towers of the Pandian emperors. They are also seen in the sculptures of the early Cholas. Next to the
Arthamandapam is Antharala and beyond the Antharala is the sanctum sanctorum. There is the main idol of the temple
Srivalinathar, Supposed to have been worshipped by Vali. The sanctum sanctorum is square in structure. It is to the noted that
the square-structured sanctum sanctorum are seen in the temples built by the early Cholas beginning from Sri Vijayalaya
Chola, who carried 96 battle scars all over his body.

On both sides of the entrance of the sanctum, sanctorum there are the idols of two sentries. The sculptures carry the
significant features of the Pallava style. ” Above the sanctum sanctorum is the beautiful vimana. This vimama has two tiers and
its octagynous in shape.” There are four bulls on the four corners of the vimana facing west. There are also the images
(Kabothams) placed above and beneath them. On the lower tier are the images of yazhi and kabotham in boxes beneath them is
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a row of Buthaganam. At the end of this row are the images of lions. The role of yazhis is significant because they have both
upanam and Kumudam. It is significant to note that the images of yazhi in this vimana are complete in their structure.
According to sCholars, the images of yazhis in most of the temple vimanas are not complete in structure. The row of yazhis at
the lower tier is built of stone and the row above is built of bricks. "

The images of Lord Indira and Lord Nataraja are seen on the upper tier of the tower. Lord Indira's image faces east and
the image of Lord Nataraja is on the southern side. The image of Lord Brahma with the Akkamalai is on the northern side. The
image of Yoganara simhan on the lotus is installed on the west of the tower. The carved images of Lord Siva and of the
goddesses in the sitting posture are installed on the northern side of the tower in the lower tier. Both of them are facing Lord
Chandikesvara. The images of Lord Siva and his consort blessing Chandikesvara are more beautiful than similar stone idols
seen in other temples. Moreover the image of Lord Siva is superior to the stone sculpture in GangaikondaCholapuram in artistic
grace and texture. This image of Lord Siva fits exactly well with the description of the god in Devaram and Periapuranam."

The image of the Lord with 8 heads is carved beautifully. The image of goddess Parvathi is carved in a running
posture. On the western side is the idol of Lord Lingothbhava. There are also the idols of Kalandagamurthy with many legs and
of the Lord Thiruparantaya carrying a bow. On the southern side is the image of Ammaiappan in Tribanka pose. It is significant
to note that the image of Lord presents him as taking Ganga (The ganges) on his head. Moreover the image of Lord Nataraja in
Ananda Thandava Posture is seen here." It is aid that the dancing posture of Lord Nataraja was first installed here. SCholars
admire these images as among the best sculptures belonging to the early Chola period.

Parantaka Chola the first was famous for his victory over the Pandya king and also for his laying golden tiles over the
tower of Lord Nataraj in Chidambaram. Hence he is known as Koppavakesari ruling Madurai and Erlam. "* One can conclude
that this temple was built at the end of the 9" Century. There are many stone inscriptions seen in the temple. Among them, the
inscription belonging to the period of RajarajaChola seems to be the oldest. From the stone inscription of SundaraChola
Pandya Deva, we understand that this area is called Rajarajavalanadu and also as Rajarajachadurvedi mangalam. We also
understand from the inscription that the name of the Lord is Thiruvaliswaramudayar. Another stone inscription refers to the
great army of Chola Empire known as Mundrukai Mahasena. This temple and those worked in the temple came under the
protection of this army. The inscriptions also reveal that this Chola army attacked sethi king Kankeyan who ruled Tripuri and
killed him. We also understand from the inscriptions of Manavarma Sundara Pandya I, who established the Pandya empire that
he was born in Avitta star in the month of Purattasi. The temple tower with beautiful sculptures installed on its regarded as a
wounderful construction. The sanctum sanctorum is in square form with the vimanam above and the Arthamadapam were built
in the style of the early Cholas.” The artistic excellence of the sculptures on the vimana have been a source for administration
and praise by all the Cholars who visited this temple.
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