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EDUCATIONAL CHANGES AMONG 
REHABILITATED PEOPLE DISPLACED BY 

DUDHAGANGA IRRIGATION PROJECT (MH)

Abstract:-Education is mean of socio-economic transformation of a region. It develops the 
intellectual level of human being. It also determines the standard of living of people. But 
educational facilities are not available everywhere. The displaced people by different reasons 
have been resettled in new locations and environment. Displacement affects on the educational 
development of rehabilitated people. Generally, due to the lack of school facilities educational 
attainment is disturbed. Therefore, here an attempt has been made to study the educational 
changes of rehabilitated people affected by Dudhaganga irrigation project in Kolhapur district of 
Maharashtra. 

Keywords:Educational Attainment, Development, Displacement, Resettlement, 
Rehabilitation. 

1.INTRODUCTION

Developmental projects have been implemented in the world for economic development of a region. Such 
implementation of projects causes to displacement of native people. Displaced people are resettled in the command 
area of concern irrigation project. Many times such locations are not similar to their original places. The 
geographical, socio-economic and political environment differs from their original habitat. But displaced people are 
neglected by the concern authority. Therefore, different environment affects on the access of educational facility. 
Forced displacements have created potential risks- landlessness, joblessness, homelessness, marginalization, 
increased morbidity and mortality, food insecurity, loss of access to common property and social dis-articulation 
(Cerena, 1995).

2.STUDY REGION

The region under study lies in the Kolhapur district of south Maharashtra. It consists of 28 resettlements 
distributed in six tahsils of Kolhapur district which are established due to Doodhaganga Irrigation Project 
constructed on Doodhaganga River from nine displaced villages. This region extends between 16º 05’ 43’’ to 16º 51’ 
13’’ north latitude and 73º 51’ 3’’ to 74º 13’ 25’’ east longitude.             
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3.OBJECTIVE: 

The main objective of present work is to study the educational change among rehabilitated people affected 
by Dudhaganga irrigation project in Kolhapur district.  

4.DATA COLLECTION AND METHODOLOGY

The present research work is based on primary and secondary sources of data. The primary data, as the main 
source, has been generated through intensive field work.  The data for various purposes have been collected at family.  
Besides this, an interview and discussion techniques have been used to extract necessary data from officials, social 
activists, village leaders and affected people. The observation technique also used to get needful information about 
rehabilitated people.  

The secondary sources of data are also collected from state and district census, reports, gazetteer, statistical 
abstract, project reports, books, research journals and unpublished research work. Some data were collected from 
different government offices i.e. rehabilitation, land acquisition, irrigation, agriculture, and revenue departments of 
district and taluka headquarters. The investigator has gone through websites for necessary information. 

The entire work is primarily an empirical study in which the family is micro unit of study. The investigator 
arranged intensive field survey along with structured schedules to obtain relevant data from family heads before 
displacement and rehabilitation. 

In order to study the rehabilitation process intensively, the investigator has selected 50 percent resettlements 
(14) and all families from each sampling resettlement. The random sampling method has been used for selection of 
sampling resettlements. First of all the 28 resettlements classified into four groups according to their family numbers 
and 50 percent resettlements have been selected for study. Secondly, sampling resettlements have been selected in 
such way that 50 percent of from each taluka have been covered.  

5.ANALYSIS

5.1LITERACY LEVEL 

Literacy moulds the attitude and behavior of person. It helps to generate awareness, decision making, 
creative thinking and problem solving activities which plays vital role in personality development, ultimately for the 
national development. Literacy is essential for eradicating poverty and mental isolation, for cultivating peaceful and 
for permitting the free play of demographic processes (Chandana, 2006).

Very few persons get direct payback of education in the form of jobs or services but lot of people get benefits 
in personality building process which serves up to death, therefore, literacy contribute to the social development. 
Literacy also influences attributes of population such as fertility, mortality, mobility, occupations etc. The growth in 
literacy level helps socio-economic improvement of any society. Therefore, it is recognized that an important tool 
and technique to measure socio-economic development of any region.   
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The definition of literacy varies from country to country; generally it refers to the minimum level of literacy skills. 
According to Webster’s dictionary, literacy means, “the quality or state of being literate; knowledge of letters, 
condition to in respect to education, able to read and write” (Webster Dictionary, 1978).  The society is classified on 
the basis of reading and writing skill, into literate and illiterate groups. A person who can both read and write with 
understanding in any language is to taken as literate (Ajagekar, 2013). It means a person who cannot read and write is 
considered as illiterate. But the concept of literacy is further explained as a functional literacy; means a person must 
be able to read newspaper, magazines and books of non-specialized nature with fair amount of understanding. The 
measurement of functional literacy in any society is a very complex exercise. Some analysts are, therefore, of the 
opinion that functional literacy is achieved upon the completion of a specified minimum of formal education 
(Hassan, 2005).    

Literacy generates the skillful human resources which is liable for take responsibility of social 
development. Therefore literacy plays a very crucial role in the social and economic development of any society or 
region. Therefore, education is one of the important indicators for measuring the socio-economic status. Literacy of 
rehabilitated people has been studied in relation to general literacy rate and educational attainments at different 
levels. Table 1 shows the general literacy rate (above 6 years) of rehabilitated people at the both places. 

Table 1 Literacy Status: At Both Places.

Source: Field Survey, 2011.

Table 1 reveals that the general literacy between two places indicates a marked variation. The literacy in the 
period before displacement was just 18.07 per cent which increased to 62.33 per cent in the present rehabilitation 
period. Still it is low than the Kolhapur districts average (81.15 %) literacy of 2011. Before displacement, it is 
observed from the table that there is variation in the male female literacy also. Only, 4.77 per cent families were 
literate and 31.03 per cent male were literate in this period indicating a very high illiterate (81.93 %). 

In the period of after rehabilitation, the literacy is improved indicating high male and female literacy as 
72.66 and 51.55 per cent respectively.  

2. EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

Literacy rate do not present extent of educational level. Therefore, the study of educational attainment 
becomes very important to understand the length of schooling. Education plays a crucial role in the all round 
development of any person by imparting knowledge regarding various sectors of world. It is also inevitable to make 
an individual, social useful by imparting honestly, sincerity, morality, national unity, gender equality etc. (Banasode, 
2007). Education develops and enhances the human potential self development. Therefore, achievement in formal 
education creates one’s self awareness and transfer himself into knowledgeable personality for not only self 
development but also social which ultimately lead to national development. Education is modern tool through which 
society can move and improve socio-economic development. Therefore, people making investment in education, 
through which good standard of living can generate. The educational attainment is very essential for poor and 
backward society. Table 2 presents the educational attainment of rehabilitated people for both periods.  
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Sr. 

No. 

Literacy 

Status 

Before Displacement After Rehabilitation 

%  of 

Literate  

Males 

% of

Literate  

Females 

%  to total 

Literates 

% Literate  

Male 

% Literate  

Female 

% to total 

Literates   

1 Illiterate 68.97 95.23 81.93 27.34 48.65 37.67 

2 Literate 31.03 4.77 18.07 72.66 51.35 62.33 

3 Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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Table 2 Educational Attainment: At Both Places

Source: Field Survey, 2011

Fig 1
Educational Attainment: At Both Places

Table 2 reveals that, the educational level before displacement differs from the level in the rehabilitation 
period. In the present analysis a comparative study of educational attainment at both places has been attempted.  

A)Educational attainment before displacement

In this period the overall educational attainment is poor. Out of 361, literates a majority of (53.19 %) people 
are educated at pre-primary level, 35.18 at primary, 8.86 per cent at high School and only 7 (1.93 %) persons are at the 
higher secondary level indicating constant decreasing trend of literates according to the increasing educational 
attainment. It is noteworthy fact that no person is recorded literate at above higher secondary level. 

Table further shows that among the total literate in the same period at all literacy level the male literates are 
dominant. Out of 361 literates, 314 (86.98 %) are male literates while only 47 females (13.02 %) are literate at all 
educational levels. The males are found literate up to higher secondary level. While surprisingly, females are found 
literate only up to primary level. Out of total male literates 50.32 per cent literates are found in the pre-primary level, 
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Education 

Attainment 

Before Displacement After Rehabilitation 

No. of Literates  No. of Literates 

Males Females Total Males Females Total 

Pre-primary 1-4 158 

(50.32) 

34 (72.34) 192 (53.19) 265 (22.16) 182 (22.86) 447 (22.44) 

Primary 5-7 114 

(36.31) 

13 (27.66) 127 (35.18) 320 (26.76) 265 (33.29) 585 (29.37) 

High school 

8-10 

32 (10.19) 00 (00.00) 32 

(8.86) 

294 (24.58) 214 (26.88) 508 (25.50) 

Higher secondary 

11-12 

07 

(2.23) 

00  (00.00) 07 

(1.93) 

202 (16.89) 107 (13.44) 309 (15.51) 

Graduation  00 (00.00) 00 (00.00) 00 (00.00) 55 (4.59) 21 (2.64) 76 

(3.82) 

Post. graduation 00 (00.00) 00 (00.00) 00 (00.00) 14 (1.17) 0 (00.00) 14 

(0.70) 

Professional 

Education 

03 

(0.95) 

00 (00.00) 03 

(0.84) 

46 (3.85) 7 

(0.89) 

53 

(2.66) 

Total 314 

(100.00) 

47 (100.00) 361 (100.00) 1196 

(100.00) 

796 (100.00) 1992 

(100.00) 
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following primary (36.31 %) high school (10.19 %) and higher secondary (2.25 %) level. Out of the total female 
literates (47) more than 72 per cent are literate at pre-primary level and only 13 (27.66 %) literates have attained the 
primary education.  

B)Educational attainment after rehabilitation

In this period the situation of educational attainment at the different educational level and male female level 
has been improved. In the rehabilitation period the literates are distributed in all educational levels. The high 
percentage (29.37 %) of literates at is found at primary level, following high school (25.50 %). But the share of 
literates at pre-primary level is low (22.44 %). Ii is attributed the fact that the literates of the rehabilitation period have 
add primary and high school level and secondly the decreasing growth of population has lessened the share literates 
at pre-primary. 

Fig. 1 depicts a clear picture of the variation in the total and male female literacy according to the different 
levels. There is surprising decline of total literacy from pre-primary to advancing educational levels. The figure also 
points out the contrasting situation regarding the literacy at both places.   

C)Professional education attainment

In the present time the professional education has got an important place which also has become one of the 
important indicators of educational development. Therefore, the investigator tried a curious inquiry about the 
professional educational attainment both places (table 3).   

Table 3 Professional Education: At Both Places

Source: Field Survey, 2011.

Table 3 exhibits that the professional education before displacement was very poor where only 8 literates 
have been recorded. Table also indicates that such literates have gained ITI and D. Ed. education only. In the 
rehabilitation period all literates in professional education have been distributed in different categories of 
professional education. The highest number of (21) literates are ITI educated, following Diploma (19), and D. Ed (9) 
holder. The people have obtained the diploma certificate courses mainly in agriculture, computer etc. The people also 
have attained B. Ed, B.C.A, G.D. arts, LLB, before displacement which was absent.  

6.CONCLUSION

It is evident from present study that the general literacy has been increased greater level. The literacy in the 
period before displacement was just 18.07 per cent which increased to 62.33 per cent in the present rehabilitation 
period. It is observed that there is variation in the male-female literacy also. Before displacement, only, 4.77 per cent 
females and 31.03 per cent male were literate. After rehabilitation, the literacy is improved indicating high male and 
female literacy as 72.66 and 51.55 per cent respectively.  It also shows the variation in the total and male female 
literacy according to the different levels. Before displacement, the proportion of pre-primary and primary education 
attainment was high and few people were literate up to high school level. In the recent years rehabilitated people have 
been turned towards professional education. 
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Sr. 

No. 

 

Professional  

Education  

Before Displacement After Rehabilitation 

No. of Persons  No. of Persons 

1 ITI 5 21 

2 D. Ed. 3 09 

3 Diploma 0 19 

3 B. Ed. 0 4 

4 BCA 0 4 

5 GD Arts 0 2 

6 LLB 0 2 

 Total 08 61 
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