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G RT AN ANALYSIS OF THE ROLE OF RURAL WOMEN
IN DECISION MAKING PROCESS IN HARYANA

Anil Kumar

Lecturer in Sociology,GSSS, Birohar(Jhajjar)

Abstract:-The present study was carried out on the 80 female respondents in
village Gatauli in district Jindof Haryana. The study is descriptive and exploratory
in nature. The present study has focused to know the involvement of the rural
womenin the decision making process of their family affairs..This study explains
that maximum respondents have beenengaged in household and agricultural
activities. Their decision making is not restricted upto domestic work only. Their
husbands give weight to their suggestions regarding agricultural activities. But the
major decisions regarding sale purchase of land, vote casting, marriages,
purchasing of machinery, number of children in the family, etc. are still taken by the
men only. Thus, patriarchy still exists in the domestic arena of the Indian society.

Keywords:Decision making, gender role, participation, power, status.

INTRODUCTION

Women play an important role in determining the destiny of a nation. Therefore, due
recognition to them in the society and their greater involvement in socio-economic and political
affairs becomes all the important. However, history reveals that women have not been given their due
status in the society. The role of women as wife and mother was centralized and as a consequence it
was expected from them to guard all the religious and socio-cultural value and thus women’s wage
work was supposed to be in harmony with the home. Thus, “home” become their primary occupation
even if they take a secondary salaried job outside the home. Housework is most unproductive the
mostbarbarous and arduous work a woman can do. Itis exceptionally petty and does include anything
that would in any way promote the development of the women. But it cannot be forgotten that the
housework is essentially to sustain our social and economic structure, where the family is the basic
unit of production. It is highly labour intensive yet it is unpaid. From this, flow the idea that the
economic interdependence on men should be lessoned so that women can think of becoming the part
of'decision making process.

Rural women in India as well as in other countries have been neglected a lot. They have not
been actively involved in the mainstream of development even though they represent a bulk of
population and labour force. Primarily, women are the means of survival of their families but are
generally unrecognized and undervalued being placed at the bottom of the pile. Ideologically as well
as in practice women were considered completely inferior to males.

Women are an important segment of family’s economy because of their active participation
in home, farm and other activities. Rural women play vital role in decision making regarding
household resources which are especially used by them. Their influence and decision-making in
household affairs is affected due to certain factor like the degree of economic independence, socio-
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cultural pressures, demographic factors and physical settings etc.

In Haryana, the women are overloaded with work in the house hold and field and all these
activities makes them busy from early morning till the evening. In spite of all there burden of farm
and home their contribution are not given due recognition and their work is not recognized as
productive. Another study by Joshi & Janna (1987) explains that in the joint family social role of men
and women is strictly separated. A daughter-in-law has to remain in purdah and may not speak
directly to her father-in-law and her husband’s elder brothers. This proves her subordinate position.

In any group, status of its members gets expressed to a great extent by their rights of taking
decisions regarding themselves and the whole group. In family, various decisions are required to be
taken regarding the daily affairs like maintenance of house, lifestyle of members, food and regarding
particular occasional acts having far-reaching effects such as financial budget of family, purchases of
things to be used for a long time, buying and selling of immovable property, education, profession
and marriages of children etc. Blood and Wolfe (1960), in a study on, “Husbands and wives - The
Dynamics of married living”, studied some 900 wives in urban and rural areas. They found that
remaining 25 percent of the marriages, it was husbands who dominated in decision making, whereas
only 3 percent of wives took the decision regarding marriage. In the remaining 72 percent, both
partners had about equal say. The most common pattern was a division of responsibility, with the
wife usually or always deciding some matters, such as the food, budget and selection of a doctor, and
the husband deciding others. Dasgupta (2003) also describes the position of women in his book,
“position of women among Hindus”. According to him, the social position of women, their duties as
daughter, wives and mothers, restrictions on the education of women in accordance with religious
beliefs and rituals are to an extent responsible for their slow progress.

John Scanzoni (1980) in his book ‘Family Decision Making: A developmental sex role
model’, says that traditional sex roles make the family decision-making ‘unnecessary’. Moreover,
besides gender roles, other elements play an important part in affecting family decision-making.
These include tangible resources (education and income) and intangible resources (race, religion,
age, etc.). Also early decision influences decision-making. Since Indian women are totally
subordinated to man, she takes all type of atrocities on herself with a sense of submission in quite a
natural way. Therefore, in the modern nuclear family also, husband tends to keep all the decision
power with himself, regarding all the important matters of inside and outside home, utilizes it on the
occasion, and his wife being his obedient follower, only helps him in converting his decisions into
practice. For women who go out for working, since they attain only limited knowledge about outer
world due to limited activities regarding their profession and office, therefore their advice is taken on
the issue only for formalities sake. Old customs and traditions of the Indian society are so deep-
rooted that in order to erase their effects and to change the thinking of men and women both, special
efforts, are needed to be made by the interested and concerned people themselves. Women have no
right to take decision, not only connected with the whole family or any other member of the family,
but with herselfalso. Her own liking and disliking, willingness and unwillingness regarding various
issues concerned with her own life have no importance and they don’t direct her activities and she has
to lead her life according to her husband’s wishes and expectations. Generally, decisions concerned
with household daily affairs are taken by women by keeping in mind the husbands likes and dislikes,
but the decisions regarding important issues outside the home are mostly taken by men.

D’Souza (1975), in “Women in contemporary India’, says that there is not much
improvement in the status of women till today. Women are not consulted in family decision-making
processes.

Santosh Sharma and NaliniOgale (1995) focus on women’s employment and decision
making power in the family. A study of women worker in the handloom industries of Panipat in
Haryana. Total sample of 252 women workers was selected, comprising 126 workers each from
rural and urban areas. They find that more percentage of women workers had control over family
finance and had some decision-making authority within the family. Before employment their
involvement in various decision-making matters was far less as compared to what it was after took up
employment joint decision-making had increased after their employment in activities relating in
purchasing of house and jewelry, health of children, size of family, marriage and education of
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children. So it can be concluded that earning of women workers did make an impact on their
decision-making authority. Still large number of women, workers had not much authority in family
matters.

V.M. Rao (2003) focuses on the pattern of workload and participation in decision-making
in his study of Arunachal Pradesh to understand marital and economic status of selected women, to
analyse time allocation and participation in decision-making process. In his study he found that
women attend wide variety of activities in their day to day life. Women took decisions related to
child care, children education, type of feast to be prepared, purchase of utensils and clothes and
activities. Thus decision related to major issues are taken by husbands, while decisions on activities
within the house are dominated by women. Men dominate in taking decisions on number of children
to bear, arranging children’s marriage, taking/given loans, sale/purchase of animals, settlement of
disputes, social visits, and to some extent voting. Thus decision making in important activities is
decided by the husbands.

A study by Nayak (1993) found that fisher women Kerala contributed a major portion of
family income. They had a tendency to understand their economic role in order to respect to their
husband. In his study he found that in most of decision making man played the major role. When a
women took a decision on her own it was taken as a sign of full involvement, if her husband or other
family members consulted her before making a decision it was treated a partial involvement. On the
other hand if the women was not consulted at all treated as ‘no-involvement”.

K.M. Kapadia (1966) mentions that men were looking after the major occupational activity
and women were looking after the household work. They had much more restricted social life. Very
few women were socially free to go out of their home or visit friends house without escort.

M. Sarada Devi and T.R. Rayalu (2003) studied on 75 working women and 75 non-working
women from middle class families of Hyderabad and Secundarabad. The study found that working
women had more power in taking decisions related to household affairs than non-working women.
This might be due to the fact that working women have access to financial resources.

Weissman (1980) work also become a controversial issue for women, it is pointed out are
overwhelmed by their multiple roles and overload of work, especially with regard to household
tasks. Somehow housework alone and dusting twinges a few times seemed pointers. Women feels as
ifthere was nurturing to look forward to her life was finished.

P.K. Bhowmick (2002) found that more than about 75 per cent of educated women of Orissa
feel that only females can take decision regarding their participation in political affairs in village
whereas 75% illiterate women think that, only the male members of the family can decide. More than
92% ofilliterate women also feel that joint decision should be taken for their participation in polities.
Being illiterate and due to superstitions male counterpart make them depend on the decisions of their
male member of family.

Chartton (1984) observed that women were in majority involved in making decision
regarding to cooking, cleaning, milking but decision related to major issues are taken by males.
Males taking decision on sale/purchase of animals, settlement of disputes, social visits. Women are
generally not expected to be self-supporting, have few opportunities to earn significant income.

FIELD OF STUDYAND METHODOLOGY

The present study aims to study the role of rural women in decision making in their daily
routine affairs of life. For this, the village Gatauli in Julana block of district Jind was selected as the
area of study and 80 female married respondents were purposively sampled from three major caste
groups i.e. upper caste, backward caste and scheduled caste. Interview schedule and observation
methods were used for data collection.
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OBJECTIVES OFTHE STUDY
The objectives of the Present Study are:

1.The present study have be undertaken with a view to examine the socio-economic condition of the
rural women.
2.To study the participation of women in decision making process in the family.

FINDINGS&CONCLUSION

The present study was conducted to find out the role of Rural Women in Decision Making
Process in their family affairs. On the basis of objectives, it was found out that out of 80 respondents,
16.25 per cent belonged to backward caste, 25 per cent respondents were from scheduled castes.
Majority of the respondents belonged up upper caste respondents.

Regarding women participation in decision-making process in household activities, 11.25
per cent respondents took self-decision about number of children to be bear. Most of husband (57.25
per cent) took decisions himself regarding number of children and 37.5 per cent respondents and
their husband took joint decisions.

Majority (86.25 per cent) of respondents took self-decision about child care, 11.25 per cent
of them were took joint decision. Only 12.5 per cent respondents took design about their children
education. 61.25 per cent husband took decisions and 26.25 per cent were took self-decision.

Women decision participation related to their children’s marriage is nil. Most of the
husband took decision related to their children’s marriage, only 37.50 per cent respondents took joint
decision about their children’s marriage.

Majority (81.75 per cent) respondents took self- decision related to purchase of clothes.
68.75 per cent respondents took self-decision related to type of food to be prepared, husband
contribution in these activities is very less (7.5 per cent). Only 18.75 per cent respondents took self-
decision related to purchase clothes, 68.75 per cent husband took decision and 12.5 took joint
decision.

Women’s decision participation related to taking/given loans is nil. 72.5 per cent husband
took decision about given and taken loans. 27.5 per cent husband and wife took joint decision.

Women decision participation in voting is nil. 87.5 per cent husband took decision about
voting and 12.5 per cent respondents took joint decision with the husband. Regarding sale and
purchase, only 10 per cent respondents took self-decision about sale and purchase of animals. 50 per
cent husband took decision himself and 40 per cent respondents took decision jointly with their
husband. Thus we can say that most of the women took self-decision related to child care, type of
feast to be prepared, her contribution in decision making is very less. Most of the women did not
take part in decision proves related different agriculture activities. 91.25 per cent husbands took
decision about variety of crops to be purchase only, 7 per cent took joint decision. No respondents
took self-decision about sale and purchase of land. Most of the husbands took decision, 21.25 per
cent were took joint decision.

Women involvement in purchasing of farm machinery is nil, 75 per cent husbands took
decision and only 25 per cent were consulted before purchasing of farm machinery. Only 2.5 per
cent respondents took self-decision about storage of products, 40 per cent decisions were taken by
husband and 35 percent decisions were jointly by husband and wife.

Finally, it is concluded that most of the women are engaged in houschold and agricultural
activities. Most of their time is spent in such kind of activities. Their decision making is not
restricted upto domestic work only. Their husbands give weight to their suggestions regarding
agricultural activities. But the major decisions regarding sale purchase of land, vote casting,
marriages, purchasing of machinery, number of children in the family, etc. are still taken by the men
only.
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