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ABSTRACT:
During the initial years of the
Twentieth Century, the Muslims in
the Madras Presidency, in an
attempt to defend their over all
interests, had a few Newspapers.
The Live-ul-Islam and Saiphul Islam
exercised considerable influence
among the Muslims in the Madras
Presidency. The Quami Report,
Mukbir —i-Dekhan, Jaridah-I- Rozar,
Malabr Islam also catered to the
needs of the nationalist sentiments
! of the Urdu speaking Muslims of
v+ the Madras Presidency. The friendly
Whir atmosphere of the British and the
“i%% Muslims over the Communal
u Award of 1909, was shortlived. The
change of attitude of the Muslims
. towards the British became evident
when the Partition of Bengal was
annulledin 1911 and the Caliph of Turkey was humbled during the First World War.
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INTRODUCTION

The Muslim politics in India emerged as the response to the British policy towards Turkey.1In
the Madras Presidency, the Khilafat Movement gained momentum. Though the total Muslim
population of the Madras Presidency was only seven percent, it had taken deep roots even before the
Non--Co-operation Movement. They were divided into three groups. The Loyalist group headed by the
Prince of Arcot. Another group, comprising both Urdu and Tamil speaking Muslim businessmen, was
led by Yakub Hassan, the founder of the Madras Branch of the Muslim League. Yet another group,
composed of Urdu speaking Muslims, was led by the fierce, Pan—Islamist, Abdul Majid Sharar who was
the editor of the QuamiReport, a Urdu Newspaper. Rajaji befriended the second group.”

An Urdu leaflet, ‘Zameana Bagawat Hindustan’, dated 8th January 1915 adopted the extreme
stand and extended its support to Turkey and Germany. Another leaflet ;/An Appeal to the Indians’, was
published inJanuary 1915. It supported the cause of Turkey and Germany in the War, equating it to the
religious crusade and declared that every one died in the War would reach Allah.*

The prominent Muhammadans of Madras, who opposed the British, were the Yakub Hassan
and the Abdul Majid Sharar, editor of Quami Report , a Urdu Newspaper. Yakub Hassan decided to
protest against the British and Allied Powers to safeguard Turkey. He is reported to have made
arrangements with the editor of Quami Report and others to start a vigorous agitation in Madras. He
said that he would make the British people understand that the feeling of Muhammadans is so strong
regarding the internment of Ali Brothers.”

The Muslim Herald advised the Mussalmans to hold a general meeting to give expression to the
feelings and desires on the questions of Khalifate. Quami Report wrote that it was the duty of the British
Government to see that France, Italy and America continued to adhere to the idea that the existence of
Turkey formed an essential element in the Government of Europe. Turkish question, stated by some
Europeans particularly Lord Wintorton, Sir John Bees, Sir Theordore Morrision, Sir.B.Fuller and others,
revealed the fact that the existence of Muslims depended on the existence of Turkey and if any injury
was done to Islamic Khalifate, the result would be of great unrest throughout Islamic world. The editor
gave the translation of Sir Theodore Morrison’s letter published in the London Times, which was
considered to be more eloquent than his first communication that dealt explicitly with the questions of
Turkish Provinces. According to this arrangement, Syria, Mesopotamia, Arabia and Asia Minor were to
form separate kingdoms and enjoy more independent power.’

Jaridah-I-Rozgar, dated 13th August 1919, viewed that the great European War put an end to
the outbreak between the Amir of Afghanistan and India. The seven crores of Muslims earnestly
desired that Mr.Montagu the Secretary of State for India, would take their request into consideration
and not to take the holy places away from Turkish control and support the proposal of allowing
Constantinople to remain the Capital of Turkey. The British Prime Minister has stated, "Itis notthe Amir
or the object of the present war to take the Turkish Capital, Thrace or the rich lands of Asia Minor". By
doingso, Great Britain secured the confidence of the whole Muslimworld.’

There were undoubted signs of agitations over the ‘Khaliphate' and Holy Places and clear signs
of Pan-Islamic ideas among the people, traceable to Gandhi's campaign of passive resistance for the
common cause. A fanatical respect was exhibited for the Ali brothers, Gandhi, Tilak, Moulvi Abdul Bari,
Ansariand Yakub Hassan. Some people claimed Gandhiasafollower of Islam.’

The Dasara and Muharram festivities passed without serious incidents either in Madras or in
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the Mufassal. A preliminary meeting of the Muslim Community of Madras was held on the 9th October
to take concerted measures for convening a public meeting on the 11th October 1919 to give
expression to Muslim views on the Khalifate and the future of Turkey. Abdul Majid Sharar who
represented the Muslims of Madras at the All India Muslim Conference, held at Lucknow informed the
audience that the following procedure had been suggested:

1 Mass meeting should be held not only in large cities and towns but also in villages throughout India.

2 Special prayers should be offered on 17th October in cities, towns, villages in India for the
preservation of the Khalifate and Turkish Empire.

3 All Muhammadan shops should be closed and people in Government Service should take leave on
that day.

4 Mass meeting should be heldin Triplicane Beach to pass the resolution.

C.Rajagopalcharivolunteered to persuade Hindus to co-operate with the Muslims on the 17th
October. Posters were displayed in Urudu Tamil and English, inviting Hindus and Muhammadans to
participate in the day's celebrations and most of the shops, both Hindus and Mubammadans, were
closed. In the evening, processions carrying flags and banners from all parts of the City met at the
beach and the crowd, which included many Hindus was estimated to number nearly 20,000. Khan
Bahadur Abdul Khuddus Badsha Sahib was voted to chair. The vernacular press generally expressed
sympathy with the Muslims arguing that the Sultan of Turkey was not deprived of his secular influence
as as he could have no religiousinfluence without proper status and secular powers.’

On account of Rajaji's influence, the Khilafat Committees in Tamil Nadu became, "as much
Hindu enterprises as Muslims". In Trichinopoly which was one of the Khilafat centres, the Khilafat
Committee was directed by two friends of Rajaji - T.S.S.Rajan and T. V.Swaminatha Sastri . They were
assisted by Sayid Murtuza Saheb and Khaja Mian Rowther.

The Muslim Newspaper, Jaridah-1-Rozgar, wrote about the future of Turkey and referring to the
suggestion of London Times with reference to the solution of Turkish problem and to the contradictory
views expressed by the French liberal political Newspapers on the subject, observed that the Times
desired to hurt the feelings of Mussalmans. The Malabar Islam stated that Muslims were not to allow
their caliph to be deprived of the power of protecting their places and theri prestige. While traversing
the remarks of Harrison, the Quami Report stated that, "if the Khalifa of the Mussalmans be sent away
from Constantinople, Muslim protest will become increasingly vehement and will continue as long as
there is one Muslim live". The paper, referring to the news that peace conference decided to allow
Turkey to remain in Constantinople on certain conditions, remarked that Europe knew full well that it
could not drive Turkey from Constantinople. The expulsion would mean digging one's own grave. The
writer of Jaridah-I--Rozgar, referred to a Washington telegram of the 14th February, stating that Lord
Curzon was the leader of the party, supporting the view to expel the Turkey from Europe. The Muslim
Newspaper Mukbir-lI--Dekhan referred to the agitation in England, led by Lord Bryce, against the
retention of Constantinople by the Turks. The Quami Report referred to the speech of Lloyd George and
regretted extremely that if treaty with Turkey was concluded on his terms, it would be the most
humiliating peace ever known to the world.’

The Congress Committee of Calicut sent a telegram to the Madras press, announcing that Yakub
Hassan had resolved to address a meeting and the telegram was intercepted by the postal authorities.
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Yakub Hassan and three others were arrested. Hartal was proclaimed for 27th February . A meeting of
the Congress Committee took place at Bezweda on 31st March. Gandhi, Shaukat Aliand Mohammad
Ali planned to reach Madras on 1st April and via Erode, they planned to attend the Muslim Ulema
Conference and the meeting of Muslim volunteers. Their visit to Tamil Nadu was alluded to in the
fortnightly report. Shaukat Ali visited Guntur and at Madras addressed a large meeting in the beach on
2nd April. They left Erode and attended the Ulema Conference and left for Bangalore. In that meeting,
Muhammad Ali regretted over the failure of local students to take their proper share in the movement.
His speeches were violent and seditious but it was in Urdu and reporters were not available there to
take notes. At Vaniyambadi, strenuous efforts were made to boycott both the Islamiah College and the
Muhammadan Girls School. On the 17th August 1921, Yakub Hassan and three other convicted leaders
were released from Cannanore jail.*

Urdu pamphlet, ‘Awrang-I-Khilafat’, published by Munsi Absan-ul-Haq pointed out that the
Britishers completely destroyed the Naval power of Turkey. The author recollected the story of
Mahabharatha where the Pandavas were guided by Lord Krishna and said that the Indians too were
guided by Gandhiji. All the copies of a pamphlet, which contained a speech in Urdu delivered at the
OudhKhilafat Conference on 1st May 1920 by Shaikh Mushir Hussain Ridwani, were declared forfeited
because they contained objectionable matter under the Press Act of 1910. Another Urdu pamphlet,
‘Tarana-I- Khilafat’ (son of Khilafat), written by Maulvi Mishah-ul-Islam Sidiqui urged the Muslims that
every one of them should dedicate himself to the Khilafat and should take partin the Non-Co-operation
Movement. "Takir--darbarace', Tark-e-Malavale-kuffer published from Lahore referred to the evils to
which the Muslims were subjected to since the post world war period. Faryad-I-hind Hiusa Awwal (The
lamentation of India) began with Europeans who obtained a small plot of land by deceiving the Indians
and then drained on the wealth of the Country. A Tamil leaflet, ‘Indian Muslims and Swaraj’, by Ibrahim,
preached the ideas of Khilafat and the Hindus-Muslim unity.”

The Congress decision of February 1922 to postpone the contemplated civil disobedience, took
the sting out of the Non-Cooperation campaign and weakened the Khilafat Movement. The movement
entered its final phase when on 24th July 1923 the treaty between the Allies and Turkey was signed at
Lausanne. By that, Turkey retained Istanbul. The conclusion of the peace treaty brought genuine
exhilaration to Muslims of India. On 26th July 1923, corresponding with Idul-azha, the occasion was
celebrated all over India as the victory of Turkish arms. The treaty was a turning point in Indian Pan-
Islam. It marked the beginning of Muslim agitation against the British until the- Caliphate by Ankarain
March 1924 took the wind out of its sails.”

Khilafat question also lost its relevance when Mustafa Kemal Pasha ousted the Sultan in Turkey,
abolished Caliphate and declared Turkey asecular state on 3rd March1924.”

Despite the rigid stand on the part of British Government , the co-operation between the
Congress and Muslims witnessed success on the Khilafat issue. By and large, public opinion was
mobilized because of the active support and involvement of the Gandhi with Muslim leaders in the
Khilafat Movement and his visit to Tamil Nadu boosted the Muslims of Tamil Nadu. The Ali Brothers,
along with Gandhi, toured and advocated the cause of the Indian Muslims on the Khilafatissue.
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