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NON-PROFIT INITIATIVES FOR E-PUBLISHING: 
AN OVERVIEW

Vitthal. A. Naikwadi 
Librarian, Baburaoji Gholap College, Sangvi, Pune.

ABSTRACT  

KEYWORDS

INTRODUCTION :

Present paper describes the 
meaning of publishing, e-publishing, 
categories and types of e-publishing and 
emphasized on non-profit initiatives 
available for e-books and e-journals. Paper 
aims to create awareness of availability of 
non-profit e-publishing organization 
amongst the students, teachers and 
researcher in the higher education.  

 :Publishing, e-publishing, e-
books, e-journals, types of e-publishing and 
non-profit initiatives.

1Available online at www.lsrj.in

GRT

Sunil. D. Punwatkar 
Librarian, Vasantrao Naik Government Institute of Arts and Social Sciences, Nagpur.

Co - Author Details :

                   publishing or e-publishing is that the commercial enterprise method wherever the 
manublockeds square measure submitted in electronic type, edited, written and distributed to 
readers via computers and also the network of networks of computers. E-publishing are often 
represented as a method of digital publication of e-books, e-articles, e-journals, e-magazines, e-
newspapers and digital distribution of inf ormation in offline type i.e. CD-ROMs, DVDs, moveable 
document files etc.and the development of digital libraries  and catalogues. In short it disseminates 
the information  via electronic means such as email, CD-ROM, e-books, electronic articles, electronic 
journals, online magazines, online newspapers etc.  Electronic publishing uses new technology to 
deliver books and other content to readers and it is a very broad term that includes a variety of 
different publishing models, including e-books, print-on-demand (POD), email publishing, wireless 
publishing, electronic ink and web publishing. Library services are changing according to the needs 
of user and changes in technology. Tools such as smart phones, tablets and iPhone etc. have become 
increasingly popular amongst user for day to day activities and so are also utilized in library services 
to reach out the ultimate library user. Libraries have started to examine the possibility of providing 
more of their content and services via this new platform.
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1.Definitions of the terms
1.1 Publishing

1.2 E-Publishing 

2.E-publishing is classified into two general categories 

3.Two major Types of e-publishing
3.1 E-Books 

3.2. E-Book Formats

3.3 E-journals 

4.Non-Profit Initiatives for e-publishing Books 
4.1 Project Gutenberg (PG) 

Electronic Publishing = Electronic Technology + Computer Technology + Communication 
Technology + Publishing.

Kist (1989) defined electronic publishing as “the application by publishers of a computer aided 
process, by which they find, capture, shape, store and update information content in order to 
disseminate it to a chosen audience”.

Those in which information is stored in a centralized computer source and delivered to the users 
by a telecommunications systems , including online database services and videotext represents the 
most active area in E publishing today”, (Online: e-books, e-articles, e-journals, e-magazines, e-
newspapers, e-mail publishing etc.) and Information is digitally stored on a disk or other physically 
deliverable medium. (Offline: CD-ROMs, DVDs, Portable document files (PDF) etc.) 

“An e-Book is an electronic version of a traditional print book that can be read by using a 
personal computer or by using an e-Books reader.” 

Electronic Book, an e-Book or e-book is a book published in an electronic format that allow 
instant access to a book by being able to download the book over the Internet. An e-Book can be 
published in different file formats, for example, plain text, PDF, Rich Text Format, as image files, and 
others.

There are several e-book formats on the market, including EPUB, Mobipocket (PRC, MOBI), 
eReader (PDB), Kindle (AZW, KF8) and Apple iBook (EPUB variation). Many e-readers also accept 
generic formats, including Adobe PDF and plain text (TXT).
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                 Publishing is that the method of production and dissemination of literature, music or 
information. - The activity of constructing inf ormation accessible to the overall public.In some 
cases, authors is also their own publishers, meaning: originators and developers of content 
conjointly offer media to deliver and show the content for constant.

            “Electronic journals, conjointly called e-journals and electronic serials, square measure studious 
journals or intellectual magazines that may be accessed via electronic transmission. In apply, this 
implies that they're typically revealed on the net.

               Project Gutenberg (PG) may be a volunteer effort to digitise and archive cultural works, to “ 
encourage the creation and distribution of e-Books” . it absolutely was supported in 1971 by Michael S. 
Hart and is that the oldest digital library . Most of the things in its assortment square measure the 



The website of Online Books Page facilitates access to books that are freely readable over the 
internet. It also aims to encourage the development of such online books for the benefit of all. The 
major services of this site includes (i) an index of thousands of online books freely readable on the 
internet, (ii) pointers to significant directories and archives of online texts, (iii) special exhibits of 
particularly interesting classes of online books and (iv) information and given a list of E-book publishers 
or e-book publishing companies.

‘Google books’ is a database of published books that have been scanned by Google and made 
available in Google search results or from the Google Book site. Introduced in 2004 as the Google Print 
Library Project, it started with Harvard University Library, New York Public Library and other prominent 
libraries. 

This site lists free online computer science, engineering and programming books, textbooks and 
lecture notes, all of which are legally and freely available over the Internet. It’s allowed to view, 
download and with a very few exceptions, print the books for own private use at no charge.

Bookboon.com provides 1000+ free eBooks. It is a free to use website that lets you download 
eBooks. The eBooks are categorized either as textbooks or books for business or travel. We can 
download textbooks and business books in PDF format without registration. It supports multiple 
languages.

This site lists free eBooks and online books related to programming, computer science, 
software engineering, web design, mobile app development, networking, databases, information 
technology, AI, graphics and computer hardware which are provided by publishers or authors on their 
websites legally. We do not host pirated books or we do not link to sites that host pirated books.

Wikibooks is a Wikimedia project for collaboratively writing open-content textbooks that 
anyone can edit right now by clicking on the edit link that appears near the top of each Wikibooks page. 
Wikibooks has two sub-projects; Wikijunior which is aimed at children and the Cookbook which is our 

4.2 The Online Books Page (http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/)

4.3 Google Books (www.books.google.com)

4.4 O'Reilly Media

4.5 FreeTechBooks

4.6 BookBooN

4.7 25 Free Computer Science Books

4.8 Wikibooks

3Available online at www.lsrj.in

NON-PROFIT INITIATIVES FOR E-PUBLISHING: AN OVERVIEW

complete texts of property right books. The project tries to create these as free as potential, in long, 
open formats that may be used on virtually any pc . As of August 2015, Project pressman has over 
forty nine,500 things in its assortment 

               O'Reilly Media O'Reilly Media (formerly O'Reilly &amp; Associates) is associate degree yankee 
media company established by Tim O'Reilly that publishes books and internet sites and produces 
conferences on engineering topics. Their distinctive complete options a woodcut of associate degree 
animal on several of their book covers.   O'Reilly spreads the data of innovators through its technology 
books, on-line services, magazines, research, and technical school conferences



collection of recipes and culinary topics. Contributors maintain the property rights to their 
contributions, while the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License and the GNU Free 
Documentation License makes sure that the submitted version and its derivative works will always 
remain freely distributable and reproducible.

Over 300 free medical books and book-like websites. It is dedicated to the promotion of free 
access to medical books over the Internet. Free Medical Books - Over the next years, many textbooks 
will be available online, free and in full-text. The unrestricted access to scientific knowledge will have a 
major impact on medical practice.

(https://archive.org/details/Harvard_University & tab= collection)
Books sponsored or contributed by Harvard University

  (https://archive.org/)
Internet Archive is a non-profit library of millions of free books, movies, software, music, and more. 
           4.12 E-Books Directory (http://www.e-booksdirectory.com)

E-Books Directory is a daily growing list of freely downloadable ebooks, documents and lecture 
notes found all over the internet. We can submit and promote our own e-books and can download it. 
Total 9406 e-books are available in the directory.

 (http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/index.php?action=start)
Journal TOCs is the largest free collection of scholarly journal tables of contents (TOCs): 26855 

journals including 9,286 selected open access journals and 11,078 hybrid journals from 2608 
publishers. Journal TOCs is for researchers, students, librarians and anyone looking for the latest 
scholarly articles.

4.9 FreeBooks4Doctors

4.10 Harvard University 

4.11 Archive.org

5.Non-Profit Initiatives for e-publishing Journals 
5.1 Digital Library of India

Journal TOCs
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5.2 Gateway for Free E-Journals  

Gateway for Free E-Journals  

5.3 Google Scholar

Google Scholar

700 Free E-journals covering Subjects like Business & Management, Chemistry, Earth Sciences, 
Engineering, Environmental Sciences, General Works, Health Sciences, Information Technology, Library 
Science, Life Sciences, Material Science, Mathematics, Media and Communication, Physic etc.

Google Scholar uses the popular Google search engine to enable searches for scholarly 
materials such as peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, preprints, abstracts and technical reports from 
broad areas of research. It includes a variety of academic publishers, professional societies, preprint 
repositories and universities, as well as scholarly articles available across the web. Google Scholar 
includes full text and citations. Some links to full text ask for payment.
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5.4 Open Access Library

Open Access Library             

5.5 Directory of Open Access Journals

Directory of Open Access Journals 

Open Access Library (www.oalib.com) is an academic search engine and publisher. You can 
download research papers for free and submit your paper to it.

    

The Directory of Open Access Journals was launched in 2003 at Lund University, Sweden, with 
300 open access journals and today contains more than 10000 open access journals covering all areas 
of science, technology, medicine, social science and humanities.
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Directory: Non Profit Initiatives
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Sr. 
No 

Non Profit Initiatives  Websites  

e-Books  

1 Project Gutenberg (PG)  https://www.gutenberg.org/  

2 The Online Books Page  http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/  

3 Google Books  www.books.google.com  

4 O'Reilly Media  http://www.oreilly.com/  

5 FreeTechBooks  http://www.freetechbooks.com/  

6 BookBooN  http://bookboon.com/  

7 25 Free Computer Science Books 
http://www.coderholic.com/25 -free-computer-

science-books/  

8 Wikibooks  https://www.wikibooks.org/  

9 FreeBooks4Doctors  http://www.freebooks4doctors.com/  

10 Harvard University  
https://archive.org/details/Harvard_University&ta

b=collection 

11 Archive.org  https://archive.org/  

12 E-Books Directory  http://www.e -booksdirectory.com  

e-Journals   

1 Digital Library  of India http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/index.php?action=start  

2 Gateway for Free E -Journals   http://www.icast.org.in/ejournal/ejournal.php  

3 Google Scholar  https://scholar.google.co.in/  

4 Open Access Library  http://www.oalib.com/  

5 Directory of Open Access Journals  https://doaj.org/  
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16.https://archive.org/
17.http://www.e-booksdirectory.com
18.http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/index.php?action=start
19.https://www.wikibooks.org/
20.http://www.freebooks4doctors.com/
21.http://www.coderholic.com/25-free-computer-science-books/
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