
ORIGINAL ARTICLE

ISSN No :2231-5063

International Multidisciplinary 
Research Journal

Golden Research 
Thoughts 

             Chief Editor
Dr.Tukaram Narayan Shinde

              Publisher
Mrs.Laxmi Ashok Yakkaldevi

Associate Editor
Dr.Rajani Dalvi

          Honorary
Mr.Ashok Yakkaldevi

Vol 5  Issue 5 Nov  2015



 Editorial Board

International Advisory Board

Welcome to GRT
ISSN No.2231-5063

          Golden Research Thoughts Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English, 
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed 
referred by members of the editorial board.Readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes 
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595                                                                                             

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi  258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.aygrt.isrj.org

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade
ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur 
University,Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education, 
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji 
University,Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance 
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College, 
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary,Play India Play,Meerut(U.P.)

Iresh Swami
Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar
S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh,
Vikram University, Ujjain

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University, 
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science 
YCMOU,Nashik

 S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University, 
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava
Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Annamalai University,TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra
Maulana Azad National Urdu University

Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathematical Sciences, 
University of South Carolina Aiken

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN
Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political 
Sciences Al. I. Cuza University, Iasi

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature 
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Dept of Chemistry, Lahore University of 
Management Sciences[PK]

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA

                                                  ......More

Kamani Perera
Regional Center For Strategic Studies, Sri 
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest, 
Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus PopPhD, Partium Christian 
University, Oradea,Romania



novels, short stories, poems, columns 
and book reviews. Her books have 
been translated into many languages, 
including Dutch, Hebrew and 
Japanese. She is also an activist and 
works for Daya, Pratham and Maitri, 
the non-profit organizations that 
work for the betterment of disadvan- 
taged and abused South Asian women 

and children. Here her novel One Amazing Thing 
(2010) has been taken up for study which tells 

the story of a group of nine people 
“…trapped in the visa office at 

an Indian Consulate after a 
massive earth quake in an 

American city…As they 
wait to be rescued—or 

to die—they begin to 
t e l l  e a c h  o t h e r  
stories, each recal 
ling ‘one amazing 
thing’ in their life, 
sharing things they 
have never spoken 
of before. Their tales 

are tragic and life 
affirming, revealing 

what it means to be 
human and the incredible 

power of storytelling ”. 
(Divakaruni, 2010: inside of 

front page)
In the course of its development the novel 

reveals the inner lives of the characters belonging 
to variety of cultures, ethnicities and religions, 
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ABSTRACT: 

KEY WORDS:

INTRODUCTION: 

hitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s 
novel One Amazing Thing tells Cthe fascinating tale of nine 

people gathered in the Indian visa 
office in certain American city when 
earthquake devastates the building 
leaving them trapped in the 
basement of the building. In the 
course of its development the novel reveals 
their ordinary yet highly absorbing lives as they 
tell about one amazing thing in their 
respective lives. Cameron, an 
African American ex-soldier is 
one of them. He is a man of 
fifty and a tortured soul. 
The paper focuses on 
t h e  c h a ra c t e r  o f  
Cameron and attem- 
pts to analyse his 
character to find out 
t h e  ca u s e s  a n d  
effects of his lifelong 
suffering which hint 
at his marginalized 
a n d  t r i b a l  b a c k -  
ground. 

  
Cameron, tribal, marginality, 
otherness,

An Indian American, Chitra Banerjee 
Divakaruni is one of the well known writers 
hogging limelight in recent years. She writes 
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thus presenting a rich picture of cultural and dispositional multiplicity. However, the final picture that 
emerges is that of a sense of awareness of what it means to be human, it is the picture of solidarity and 
friendship in the face of odds. Notably, it is not just mere fear of death that forges this unity but the 
talking, understanding and sharing of mutual concerns that does it.
           The novel is based on the premise that every individual life is unique and has an interesting tale to 
tell which not only makes up a “highly original”(Divakaruni, 2010: rear page) premise but also allows 
the author to bring in characters having multiple cultural affiliations and project the universality of 
essential human values through their different life experiences. As the characters come from different 
cultural backgrounds, the study of their lives offers a fascinating picture of cultural multiplicity marked 
by variety and complexity, difference and universality, collapsing “…the walls dividing characters and 
cultures” (Divakaruni, 2010: rear page) in its final effect. Bringing together people belonging to 
different socio-cultural and racial-religious background is deliberate ploy of the novelist to explore the 
possibilities of peaceful coexistence and rational way of dealing with differences. In the course of its 
development the novel throws light on different aspects and values of various cultures like Indian, 
American, Chinese, Eastern, Western as also universal, tribal, refugee etc.  The present paper however, 
limits its scope to the analysis of Cameron’s life and his unfortunate background. Of the nine trapped 
people one is Cameron, an African American who comes from tribal background and it is he and his 
story that demonstrate various facets of tribal culture in the novel. The paper aims to  analyse the 
character of Cameron with this end to explore the nature, reasons and complexities involved in the 
‘otherness’ of Cameron owing to his tribal background. The interest of the paper also lies in finding out 
if his tribal background has something to do with his ‘otherness’ and marginality.
          

Cameron in his story tells about his tragic affair with Imani in his younger days that haunts him 
throughout life, and his attempts to either run away from that or at expiation. The tribal background 
defines not only the nature of this relationship but also the failure of it. Cameron lost his parents at the 
age of twelve and grew up in a black “ghetto” (Divakaruni, 2010: 183) surrounded by poverty, squalor, 
violence, crime and drugs. He was good at studies and aspired to do well in life. Meanwhile he was 
infatuated by Imani, a girl of his own community. The romance went on for some time. And just when he 
was hoping to obtain scholarship and get admission in some prestigious college Imani informed him 
that she was pregnant. The conflict in Cameron-Imani relationship is based on this intricate issue of 
Cameron wanting to get out of the ghetto and Imani trying to hold him into it. Imani doesn’t find 
anything wrong with her surroundings, with her people but Cameron thinks otherwise. To him “…the 
mess he saw everyday around him was not his people, and he wasn’t alone in wanting to get away”. 
(Divakaruni, 2010: 183) When Cameron suggested abortion and offered to pay for it, Imani was 
horrified at the thought of his wanting to kill their baby just to get away. The two stopped seeing, and 
one day Cameron learned that Imani had had an abortion. Thereafter, Cameron joined college but 
could never concentrate on his studies and complete his education. Painful memories kept haunting 
him. To escape, he joined army, hiding his asthma, but in vain. The last desperate days of Vietnam War in 
which he was thrown into as a soldier could do nothing to make him forget his painful past. His troubled 
past “…was like a scab that he couldn’t help picking at” (Divakaruni, 2010: 180) and it followed him 
wherever he went. Cameron’s volunteering at the local hospital and his adopting an Indian orphan girl 
named Seva were the means of his expiation. It is his way of dealing with the guilt feeling that has 
haunted him throughout life for being responsible for the death of his unborn child.
          Cameron is a tortured soul whose life is haunted by guilt and sense of regret and his desperate 

DISCUSSION: 
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attempts throughout life to negotiate with the complexities of his life. He lost his parents in an accident 
as a child and grew up orphan with an aunt.Cameron is in his fifties and Imani is a single woman in his life 
whom he met during the second year of high school, fell in love, got “…initiated…into the mysteries of 
female body” (Divakaruni, 2010: 182), but could not marry because of his desire to educate himself and 
get out of the black ghetto. Imani took his refusal to marry as a betrayal of trust, cursed him and aborted 
the baby. The affair ended then and there but somehow Cameron could never throw Imani out of his 
system, filling his days with “decisions he regretted” and nights with “insomnia” and “nightmares…The 
worst was that of a tiny child afloat in an oval room”. (Divakaruni, 2010: 187) Curiously, due to health 
issues, lack of concentration, Cameron could never complete his education, and left to live a life 
haunted by guilt and regret. Even today “From across the years he could hear Imani’s voice, so clear…” 
(Divakaruni, 2010: 180) cursing him and see his unborn baby looking at him “…without reproach”. 
(Divakaruni, 2010: 187) Here the attitude that appears is that of a transparently honest tribal who could 
never selfishly free himself from his responsibility in the whole affair. Hypocrisy, pretence and blatant 
self-certifying attempts to free oneself of guilt, and blame others are not his cup of tea being a true 
tribal. 
          Cameron had a desire to come up in life by getting himself educated and prosper in life. In fact he 
“…wanted to be doctor. He had guarded this fragile dream jealously…” (Divakaruni, 2010: 181) Such a 
desire for betterment and aspiring for things high is natural. But this attitude of Cameron is in conflict 
with Imani’s. Imani does not find anything wrong with the kind of life Cameron calls mess. She 
interprets his higher aspirations and desire to go away from his own people as betrayal of his own 
community. She reproaches him “You already decided you going to leave, so you can’t see nothing good 
even if it up and smack you in the face”. (Divakaruni, 2010: 180) Cameron felt furious and terrified at her 
accusations. “The ghetto seemed to be closing in on him.”(Divakaruni, 2010: 183)  If he sees marriage 
and domestic responsibilities at such young age as a hindrance in the path of his progress, then she 
takes his refusal as a deliberate act of snapping ties with his roots and his people. These differences of 
attitude not only create complexities in the life of Cameron and lead to the subsequent tragedy of his 
life but also appear symptomatic or representative among the marginalized sections of society, 
something which ironically leads to perpetuation of marginality and peripheral existence which is seen 
across the world dividing people and communities on different lines.

 The story also takes a sarcastic take on the attitude of the so-called charity efforts and attempts 
to help develop and bring the poor, downtrodden and backward to the mainstream of society. After his 
schooling Cameron was hoping to get admission in some good college and secure scholarship. “His 
grades were excellent; his recommendations enthusiastic…he had taken care to stay out of 
trouble…volunteered regularly at local hospital.” But Cameron felt angry and humiliated when his 
counsellor declared with a patronizing attitude that all these credentials added to his “…unfortunate 
background—impoverished, orphaned, first-generation college applicant—would probably snag him 
scholarship” (Divakaruni, 2010: 180), suggesting in the process as if his credentials were not enough. 
What Cameron felt angry at was the counsellor’s attempt to “…to turn the painful truths of Cameron’s 
existence into advantages” (Divakaruni, 2010: 181), not realizing the sense of hurt and humiliation it 
causes to the sense of self-esteem of the intended beneficiary. It is also seen that more than his present 
it is Cameron’s past that reveals his subaltern and marginalized position as a tribal.
          The marginalized and subaltern position of Cameron is further highlighted when he went to 
college. With the painful past behind, the conditions at college added to his woes. 

“In class, where he was often the only black student, he fell dull and unprepared. The privileged 
kids with their smart answers intimidated him into silence, which his teachers took as indifference…By 
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the time he understood that he should have gone to a large state college where there would have been 
more of ‘his people’, his grades had plummeted…Ashamed…he quit…joined the army—and was 
plummeted into the last desperate days of Vietnam War.” (Divakaruni, 2010: 186)

This background of Cameron makes it clear that academic failures of first generation learners 
among tribal students has lot to do with their socio-economic circumstances and marginalized 
background than their real intelligence levels. The true reasons of Cameron’s academic failure can 
never be fully understood without the sympathetic understanding of his subaltern status and 
marginalized background which is very often the case with first generation learners among tribal 
students. 

Cameron represents a slice of life of African American society which has shared history of 
unfortunate and impoverished background. But the socially and economically backward sections of the 
society also have the younger generation which aspires for progress, improvement, betterment and 
wishes to prosper through education, and Cameron represents that urge. In his intense desire to get out 
of the mess that he sees around him in the form of  life of poverty, scarcity, ignorance, violence, crime, 
drugs and filth he represents the higher aspirations of Afro-American youth. If Cameron represents the 
desire for change, betterment, advancement and modernity of tribal societies, then Imani represents 
the exact opposite of that desire, the desire for status qua and traditionalism. Therefore, she 
reproaches Cameron for wanting to go away from their own people and for failing to see any good in 
living with them. In so doing she represents those forces of rigidity and traditionalism in tribal society 
that want to hold back the forces that want change, betterment and modernity.  
          

The conclusions drawn from the above discussion are as below. 
• It can be said that much of Cameron’s suffering emanates from his transparent honesty as a tribal that 
does not allow him to selfishly escape the responsibility and guilt in the whole affair of Imani for 
hypocrisy, pretence and blatant self-certifying attempts to free oneself of guilt, and blame others are 
not his cup of tea being a true tribal.
• The attitudinal difference he faces only leads to spiraling of that suffering and creates complexities in 
his life leading to the subsequent tragedy of his life which also appear symptomatic or representative 
among the marginalized sections of society, something which ironically leads to perpetuation of 
marginality and peripheral existence.   
• The attitude of the so-called charity efforts and attempts to help develop and bring the poor, 
downtrodden and backward to the mainstream of society ironically prove counterproductive in the 
case of Cameron for they play with his sense of self-esteem and self-worth alienating him more.  
• It is seen that more than his present it is Cameron’s past that reveals his subaltern and marginalized 
position as a tribal.
• It is also clear in his case that academic failures of first generation learners among tribal students has 
lot to do with their socio-economic circumstances and marginalized background than their real 
intelligence levels. There is a need of sympathetic understanding of the subaltern status and 
marginalized background to understand the true reasons of academic failure, not just of Cameron’s but 
of the first generation learners among tribal students.
• The forces of rigidity and traditionalism among the tribal communities are also to be blamed for the 
perpetuation of marginality.  

CONCLUSION: 
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