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ABSTRACT

2 orth Karnataka's history and culture date
', back to prehistoric times. The earliest Stone
3 Age find in India was a hand ax at Lingasugur,
in Raichur district. Sangankal Hills in the Bellary
district, which is known as the earliest village
settlement of South India dates back to the Neolithic
period. Iron weapons from 1200 BC, found at Hallur in
Dharwad district, demonstrate that North Karnataka
used iron earlier than northern India Prehistoric sites
in North Karnataka include rock shelters in Bellary,
Raichur and Koppal districts with red paintings which
et ; include figures of wild animals. The paintings are done
h =3 ?ﬁhﬂ -y -"hh_nn, in such a way that the walls of caves are not facing
northwest, sothe northwest monsoon does not affect them. These rock shelters are found at Kurgod,

Hampiin Bellary district and Hire Benakal, near Gangavatiin the Koppal district. Burial chambers using
granite slabs (known as dolmens) are also found; the best examples are the dolmens of Hire Benakal
and Kumatiin Hadagali Taluk. Shahapur ruled by the all the dynasties which have ruled the Gulbarga as
their province, they all have ruled the place.
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INTRODUCTION :

Vibhuthihalliat Shahapur Taluk in the Yadgir district, an Archaeological Survey of India ancient
astronomy site, was created with megalithic stones. The stones, arranged in a square pattern with
astronomical significance cover an area of 12 acres (4.9 ha). Ashoka's stone edicts, found in the state,
indicate that major parts of Northern Karnataka were under the Mauryas. Many dynasties left their
imprint upon the development of North Karnatakan art, among them the Chalukyas, the Vijayanagara
Empire and the Western Chalukyas. The inscriptions related to Chutu dynasty are the oldest
documents foundin North Karnataka.

Chalukya rule is important in the development of architecture known as Karnata Dravida.
Hundreds of monuments built by the Chalukyas are found in the Malaprabha river basin (mainly in
Aihole, Badami, Pattadakal and Mahakuta, in Karnataka). They ruled an empire extending from the
Kaveri in the south to the Narmada in the north. The Badami Chalukya dynasty was established by
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Pulakeshin 1in 543; Vatapi (Badami) was the capital Pulakeshin Il was a popular emperor of the Badami
Chalukya dynasty. He defeated Harshavardhana on the banks of the Narmada river, and defeated
Vishnukundins in the south. Vikramaditya |, known as Rajamalla and for building temples, engraved a
Kannada inscription on the victory pillar at the Kailasanatha Temple. Kirtivarman Il was the last Badami
Chalukya king, overthrownin 753 by the Rashtrakuta King Dantidurga.

The Kadambas (Kannada: ?? ?? ??) were an ancient dynasty of South India who primarily ruled
the region which is the present-day Goa state and the nearby Konkan region (part of modern
Maharashtra and Karnataka state). The early rulers of this dynasty established themselves at Vaijayanti
(or Banavasi) in 345 AD and ruled for more than two centuries. In 607, the Chalukyas of Vatapi sacked
Banavasi, and the Kadamba kingdom was incorporated into the expanding Chalukyan empire. In the
eighth century, the Chalukyas were overthrown by the Rashtrakutas, who ruled until the 10th century.
In 980, descendants of the Chalukyas and Kadambas revolted against the Rashtrakutas; the
Rashtrakuta empire fell, resulting in the establishment of a second Chalukyan dynasty (known as the
Western Chalukyas). Chatta Deva, a member of the Kadamba family who helped the Western Chalukyas
in this coup, re-established the Kadamba dynasty. He was primarily a vassal of the Western Chalukyas,
but his successors enjoyed considerable independence and were well-placed in Goa and Konkan until
the 14th century. The successors of Chatta Deva occupied both Banavasi and Hangal, and are known as
the Kadambas of Hangal. Later, the Kadambas paid nominal allegiance to the other major powers of the
Deccan Plateau (such as the Yadavas and Hoysalas of Dorasamudra) and maintained their
independence. Four families of Kadambas ruled in southern India: the Kadamba of Hangal, Goa, Belur
and Banvas.

During the rule of Dantidurga, an empire was built with the Gulbarga region in modern
Karnataka as its base. This clan came to be known as the Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta (Kannada:
PN N??7?), who rose to power in 753. During their rule, Jain mathematicians and scholars
contributed important works in Kannada and Sanskrit. Amoghavarsha | was the best-known king of this
dynasty and wrote Kavirajamarga, a landmark Kannada work. Architecture reached a high-water mark
in the Dravidian style, the best examples of which are seen in the Kailash Temple at Ellora, the
sculptures of Elephanta Caves in modern-day Maharashtra and the Kashivishvanatha and the Jain
Narayana Temples at Pattadakal in modern North Karnataka (all of which are UNESCO World Heritage
Sites). Scholars agree that the kings of the imperial dynasty in the eighth to tenth century made the
Kannada language as important as Sanskrit. Rashtrakuta inscriptions appear in both Kannada and
Sanskrit, and the kings encouraged literature in both languages. The earliest existing Kannada literary
writings are credited to their court poets and royalty. Kailash Temple is an example of Dravidian art. This
project was started by Krishna | (757—773) of the Rashtrakuta dynasty which ruled from Manyakheta in
modern Karnataka. It is located 40 km from the city of Manyakheta (modern Malkhed), on the banks of
the Kagini Riverin Gulbarga district.

Deccan Sultanates

The Vijayanagara Empire, with its capital at Hampi, fell victim to the army of the Deccan
Sultanatesin 1565. As a consequence of this, Bijapur became the most important city of the region. It is
a land of monuments; perhaps no other city except Delhi has as many monuments as Bijapur. Bahmani
Shahis and Adil Shahis (Bahmani Sultanate) of Bijapur have played an important role in the history of
Karnataka with their contributions to art and architecture and their propagation of Islam in the state.
The Bidar Sultanate was part of the Deccan sultanates, which were founded by Qasim Barid.
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Minor dynasties

eRattas of Saundatti (of Belgaum)

eGuttas of Guttal (Dharwad region)

eSendrakas of Nagarkhanda (Banavasi province)
eSindas of Yalaburga (Bijapur-Gulbarga)
eKadamba of Hangal

*Naiks of Kanakagiri

eShilahara

Sannati

The historical importance of Sannati near Yadgir situated on the left bank of river Bhima was
first recognised as a Buddhist site by Kapartal Krishna Rao in the year 1954. Earlier it was an important
Shakti place of worship dedicated to Goddess Chandralamba. The roof of the Kali temple in
Chandralambatemple complex collapsed damaging the idol. The temple committee decided toinstall a
new statue in its place. But the base of the statute held a surprise to the archaeologists. It was
discovered to be a new Ashokan Edict discovered in Karnataka going back to 2300 years and later three
more edicts were discovered. The mounds which we were close to Ramamandala site proved a
veritable goldmine. At present the excavation of most of the stupa has been done. We are informed
that an earthquake in 3rd century A.D. brought about its ruin. What is most interesting is that the only
known pictorial depiction of emperor Ashoka (274 — 232 B.C.) has been discovered here and he is
mentioned here by name in the edict. One is sure that the stupa definitely contains the relics of
GautamaBuddha.

The remains of the excavation site at Kanaganahalli can be dated to between 1st century B.C. to
the 3rd century A.D. The Shatavahana rulers Simuka and Pulamavi are immortalised by their portraits
depicted at Kanaganahalli.

Sirivala:

It is situated 15 kms from Shahpur taluk headquarters and close to Sannati. One can find 20
temples of Rashtrakuta period on the right bank of Bhima river. The famous temples are
Sujnyaneshvara, Nannaiah and Nagaiah temples. The Pushkarni at Sujnyaneshvara temple has
narrative panels of Panchatantra.

It was a famous trading centre from 9th to 12th century. The mighty Emperor Vikramaditya VI
(1076 — 1127 A.D.) belonging to Kalyani Chalukya built the temple of Sawayambu Someshwara which
has an important inscription giving the genealogy of the King. The historians have discovered 24
important inscriptions in this village. There are also some Jaina basadis. This was a university town
during this period.

Thisis animportant ancient fort near Surpur, which witnessed the last battle of Aurangzebin his
87th year. The famous historian Jadunath Sircar in his book “A Short History of Aurangzeb” writes.“In
July Maratha activity near Wagingera forced the Emperor to detach Tarbiyat Khan to that region to
punishthem. Pidia Berad (Beda) in alliance with Hindu Rao, gained Penukonda”

At Vibhutihalli

Vibhutihalli of Shahapur taluk has some astronomical megalithic stone alignments to measure
time and season. The Vibhutihalli stone alignments are located at a latitude of 16* 39’ 53” Eand lie 4 km
south of Shahapur at the foot of the Shahapur hill range. They begin 20m north of Vibhutihalli village
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and lie on the east side of the Shorapur-Shahapur main road. This locality is part of Shorapur Doab and
fall in the semi-arid Deccan zone. About 20 km east of Shahapur is the Bhima River. The stone
alignments lie in parallel rows at about 10 yards from each other. Many stone circles are seen lying
along these rows of single boulders. The importance of Vibhutihalli has not come in to light as the State
Forest Department fenced the site and planted trees (including tamarind and teak), dug bore-wells and
began using it as a nursery. Some stones were uprooted and the horizons were blocked by trees and
bushes. Now the Archeological department has declared it a protected area.

Festivals and associated foods

eSankranti (January — harvest festival): Madeli, holige of gingelly seeds, Bengal gram dal and ground
nut; jawar roti, bajra roti, bharta, chutney powders of Niger, linseed and ground nut

eShivarathri (February/March - eaten after a day’s fast): Godhi huggi, allittu, Bengal gram usali, moth
bean usaliand holige

eHoli (March - destruction of evil): holige, jowar wade, pumpkin gargi (some groups prepare a
nonvegetarian curry)

eUgadi (April/May - Kannadiga new year): holige, karigadabu, vermicelli payasam, bevu bella and godhi
huggi

eBasava Jayanthi (May - birthday of Basava): holige, karigadabu and mango shikarane

eKarahunnive (June - bullock-worship): holige, karigadabu, jawar wade, pumpkin gargi, kodabale and
mango shikarane.

eMannettina Amavasye (June - clay-bullock worship): karigadabu, holige, jawar wade, sajjaka, pumpkin
gargiand vermicelli payasam

eNaga Panchami (July - cobra-worship): laddu of semolina, bunde, besan, sev, groundnuts, gingelly
seeds, gulladki, puffed jowar, kuchagadabu, allittu, Bengal gram usali, moth bean usali, bajra and jowar
rotis

eGanesh Chaturthi (August - Ganesha-worship): godhi huggi, holige, modaka, vermicelli payasam,
sajjaka, jawar roti, mesta bhaji, rice curds, panchakajjaya, karigadabu and gudagana huggi
eDasara/Mahanavami (September - Durgaunnive (October - farmers' festival, worship of standing
crop): foxtail millet holige, chakli, akki huggi, kodabale, holige, karigadabu, undigadabu, kuchchida
khara, bhaji of capsicum, cluster beans, pumpkin; chutney powders of Niger, linseed and ground nut
(some communities prepare a nonvegetarian curry)

eDeepavali (October - Lakshmi puja): holige, karigadabu, karachikayi, laddu of semolina, besan and
sajjakada holige

CONCLUSION

The place of Shahapur is the most historically and the compatible in the all the respects. The
place have the ancient cites and the place is having the historical important. The prominent rulers riled
the place and followed and the implemented the rules and regulations as they have implemented in
their jurdiaction. The fort at Shahapur is the biggest fort of all. From Mohammed Bin Tughlaqg to
Aurangzeb, all the rulers altered this fort according to their needs. The speciality of the fort is that
despite being at a very high altitude, on the hills, it has water storage in the middle of huge rocks and
boulders. The nearby fort at Yadgir, also on a hill, is said to have been constructed by the Chalukyas. It
wasruled as a place of feudatory and the Dehlisultans also ruled the place.
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