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ABSTRACT:

e well developed and fully evolved form of democracy
that India witnessed today has taken a long span of
time to be matured. It has seen both high points and

low points, however has figured out how to survive effectively.
It is verifiable truth that there is no accomplishment with no
key. Same path there must be a few elements worked for the
achievement of India's majority rule government.
Neighborhood Self governments are one such vital element
for achievement of Indian popular government. Nearby self
governments in India guided toward the method for a
supportable majority rules system. After relying upon those
elements it never thinks back rather moves all the more
further to hold a firm fair framework. Since the establishment
of 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act inside and out 4 times
races have been held in Ananthapuramu region. A few
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political gatherings have gone back and
forth. A few political changes have
happened amid this period in the locale.
Keeping in view every one of the
progressions happened in the locale,
especially in the political wonders the
analyst has made an endeavor to survey
the appointive conditions combined with
political changes in the region of
Ananthapuramu in Andhra Pradesh, in
this paper.

Key Words: Indian democracy, firm
democratic system , Several political
parties.

1.INTRODUCTION

When Andhra Pradesh was
formedin 1956 there were three separate
laws dealing with the village / Gram
Panchayats that were in force in three
different administrative regions-erstwhile
Madras, Hyderabad and Mysore. There
was an urgent need for rectifying this
administrating anomaly. This rendered
necessary the passage of one single and
comprehensive legislative enactment to
deal with the institutional set up of Gram
Panchayats throughout the state. This
fundamental administrative need was of
no less consequence in getting the
Andhra Pradesh Gram Panchayats Act,
1964, passed separately.

What matters very much in the
actual organizational set up of Panchayati
Raj in Ananthapuramu district is not
merely the legal and administrative
frame—work as provided or laid down by
law, but the type of men and women who
constituted these bodies, and the kind of
influence they brought to bear on the
working of these institutions. Thus, from
this angle it would be of utmost
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importance to deal with the social, educational and political background of members who constituted the
Panchayati Raj bodies in the district and examine objectively at length how far their experience and
background were of any consequence in influencing the actual working of the Panchayati Raj bodies in the
district.

After assumption of power the Telugu Desam Government, in 1983 realised that development
activities and welfare schemes had not been taking place in adequate measure in the three-tier structure of
Panchayati Raj Institution. A Cabinet Sub-Committee of the government examined the mandal system
recommended by Ashok Mehta Committee (1978) and made its recommendations based on which Andhra
Pradesh Mandal Praja Parishads, Zilla Praja Parishad and Zilla Abhivrudhi Mandals Act was enacted in 1986
repealing the earlier statutes. Under the provision of new Act, 1104 Mandal Praja Parishads (MPPs) came
into existence in January 1987 in place of 330 Panchayati Samithis. As per the new act in Ananthapuramu
district 63 Mandal Parishads were established. At present the Panchayati Raj Institutions in the district are
functioning on the bases of Andhra Pradesh Panchayati Raj Act, 1994.

The Panchayat Raj system in the Ananthapuramu district is divided into Zilla Parishad, Mandal
Parishads and Gram Panchayats. The district level body is named after its district headquarters namely
Ananthapuramu Zilla Parishad, which in turn divided into 63 Mandal Parishads. The Mandal Parishads are
further divided into Gram Panchayats. At presentthere are 1003 Gram Panchayatsin the district.

The Tables 5.6 to 5.8 give the details of Panchayat Raj Institutions working in the district.

ZPTCElectoral Trends
The particulars with regard to Caste wise, Gender wise and Party wise ZPTC members elected in
2014 electionsis presentedintable 1.
Table-1
Gender Wise, Caste Wise and Party Wise ZPTCs Elected to Ananthapuramu Zilla Parishad in 2014
Ordinary Elections

Social Total | TDP | YSRCP | Others
Category

Women

BC 10 6 4 0

SC 5 3 2 0

UR 15 11 4 0

ST 2 1 1

Sub-Total 32 21 10 1

Men

BC (G) 9 8 1 0

SC (G) 5 2 3 0

UR(G) 15 9 6 0

ST(G) 1 1 0 0

Grand Total 62 41 20 1

Source: Zilla Parishad, Ananthapuramu.

Itis evident from table 1thatthe women are outnumbering menin ZPTC elections. Nearly51.61 per
cent of ZPTCs elected in the district are women. Among the women ZPTCs, the share of women belonging
to unreserved category stood at 46.88 per cent. The share of Backward Class women is 31.25 per cent.
Amongthe women, the share of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe women is 15.63 per centand 6.25 per
centrespectively.

Party wise position of reveals that the share of women won on TDP ticketis 51.61 per cent. In YSRCP
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Party the share of women APTCs is 50 per cent. The one Independent candidate won in ZPTC elections is
alsoawomen.

Gender Wise MPPs
Table 2 gives the particulars of the Mandal Parishad Presidents (MPPs) elected in 2014 ordinary
electionsin Ananthapuramu district.

Table-2
Gender Wise, Caste Wise and Party Wise MPPs Elected to Mandal Parishads in Ananthapuramu
District in 2014 Ordinary Elections

Social Category | Total | TDP | YSRCP | Others
Women
BC-W 18 16 1 1
General(W) 14 11 3
SC (W) 8 6 2
ST (W) 1 1 0 0
Sub-Total 41 34 6 1
Men
BC (G) 10 9 1 0
OoC (G) 9 1 0
SC(G) 3 2 1 0
Grand Total 63 53 9 1

Source: Zilla Parishad, Ananthapuramu.

Itis evident from table 2 that the share of women among total Mandal Parishad Presidents stood at
65.08 per cent. Among the women MPPs 34 women, constituting 53.91 per cent of total women
representatives belong to TDP party. Around 9.52 per cent of them belong to YSRCP party. One
independent MPP also belong to women category. Within Telugu Desam Party MPPs, the share of women
MPPs stood at 64.15 per cent and within the YSRCP party the share of women MPPs stood at 66.67 per cent.

Gender Wise Vice MPPs
Table 3 gives the particulars of the Vice Mandal Parishad Presidents (MPPs) elected in 2014 ordinary
elections in Ananthapuramu district.
Table-3
Gender Wise, Caste Wise and Party Wise Vice- MPPs Elected to Mandal Parishads in Ananthapuramu
District in 2014 Ordinary Elections

Social Category | Total | TDP \ YSRCP | Others
Women
BC (W) 11 9 1 1
UR (W) 11 11 0 0
Sub Total 22 20 1 1
Men
BC General 30 23 6 1
General 9 7 2
ST 1 1 0 0
Grand Total 62 51 9 2
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Source: Zilla Parishad, Ananthapuramu.

The data in table 3 indicates that the share of women among Vice MPPs is lower than men
compared to ZPTCs, MPPs, Gram Panchayat Presidents and Gram Panchayat Ward Members. It is due to
nominated nature of these posts, the women got low representation. The share of women among total
Vice MPPs stood at 35.48 per cent. Within the party the share of women in TDP and YSRCP stood at 39.22
percentand 11.11 per centrespecetively.

Gender Wise Gram Panchayat Presidents
Table 4 gives the particulars of the Gram Panchayat Presidents elected in 2014 ordinary electionsin

Ananthapuramu district.

Table-4
Gender Wise and Caste Wise Gram Panchayat Presidents Elected in Ananthapuramu District in 2014
Ordinary Elections

Social Category Male Female Total
Scheduled Tribe 20 28 48
Scheduled Caste 79 98 177
Backward Class 129 164 293
General 222 263 485
Total 450 553 1003

Source: District Panchayat Office, Ananthapuramu.

Itis clear from table 4 that the share of Schedule Tribes in total Gram Panchayat Presidents stood at
4.79 per cent. The share of Scheduled Castes among total representatives is 17.65 per cent. Around 29.21
per cent of representatives belong to Backward Classes. The remaining 48.35 per cent of Gran Panchayat
Presidents elected from general quota.

The share of women representatives nearly 44.87 per cent are women. in general category 49.33
per cent, in Scheduled Caste category 44.63 per cent, in Backward Classes category 44.03 per cent and in
Scheduled Tribe category 41.67 per cent of Gram Panchayat Presidents are women.

Gender Wise Gram Panchayat Ward Members
Table 5 gives the particulars of the Gram Panchayat ward Members elected in 2014 ordinary

elections in Ananthapuramu district.

Table 5
Gender Wise and Caste Wise Gram Panchayat Ward Members Elected in Ananthapuramu District in
2014 Ordinary Elections

Social Category Male Female Total
Scheduled Tribe 126 296 422

Scheduled Caste 613 1153 1766
Backward Class 1488 1689 3177
General 2646 2439 5085
Total 4873 5577 10450

Source: District Panchayat Office, Ananthapuramu.
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The data in table 5 shows that the share of women in Gram Panchayat Ward Members in
Ananthapuramu district stood at 46.63 per cent. Among the total ward members 48.66 per cent got elected
from general category seats. Around 30.40 per cent of ward members belongs to Backward Class
Community. The share of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in total ward members stood at 16.90 per
centand 4.04 per centrespectively.

With regard to caste wise women share, in General Category 52.04 per cent were women. Among
Scheduled Caste representatives the share of women is 34.71 per cent. Nearly 30.54 per cent of
representatives in Backward Class Community were women. The share of women in Scheduled Tribes
stood at 29.86 per cent of total ST representatives.

CONCLUSION

In this paper an attempt is made present the Panchayat Raj profile of Ananthapuramu district. The
paper also covered the functioning of three tier Panchayat Raj Institutions in Ananthapuramu district. The
constitution of Zilla Parishad, Mandal Parishad and Gram Panchayat was discussed. The caste wise position
of Zilla Parishad and Mandal Parishad was also discussed. The caste wise and gender wise election of
Mandal Parishad and Gram Panchayat President was discussed. The caste wise and gender wise
distribution of MPTCs in Ananthapuramu district, Gram Panchayats Wards members in Ananthapuramu
District was also presented in this paper.
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