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ABSTRACT

KEYWORDS:

INTRODUCTION :

he purpose of the 
s t u d y  w a s  t o  Td e t e r m i n e  

whether Spoken English 
Strategies is effective in 
i m p r o v i n g  
communication skills of 
Teacher educands at 
Postgraduate level. The 
Experimental method 
with the One-Group, 
Pretest-Postest Design 
was used to conduct the 
study on a sample of 32 
Teacher Educands at 
Postgraduate level. A 
Test on Communication 
Skills was employed for 
gathering data. The 
result of the study 
showed that Spoken 
English Strategies is 
effective in improving 
communication skills of 
Teacher eduacnds at 
Postgraduate Level.

Communic
ation Skills, Spoken 
En g l i s h  S t r a te g i e s ,  
Postgraduate Teacher 
Educands.

English, though a foreign 
language, has always 
occupied  a  un ique  

SPOKEN ENGLISH STRATEGIES: A VEHICLE FOR IMPROVING 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS AMONG POSTGRADUATE 

TEACHER EDUCANDS

Nidhu Neena Varghese
Research Scholar, School of Pedagogical Sciences, 

Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala.

 

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
educational system in 
India. Despite the fact 
that it received a great 
set back after Indepen- 
dence it continues to be 
a major language having 
prestigious position in 
our society. It is used as a 
language of communi- 
cation all over the world. 
It is important for user 
and listener to use the 
language symbol which 
is mutually intelligible, 
to get the full import of 
what is said or written, 
otherwise there would 
be chaos and confusion 
with each misunder 
standing the other and 
thus preventing social 
cohesion and smooth 
functioning. Though the 
use of English as a 
medium of communi- 
cation in India dates to 
the colonial days, the 

n at i ve  n o n - E n g l i s h  
speakers especially from 
the rural inland, frets 
a n d  f u s s e s  w h e n  
exposed to a situation 
w h e r e  h e  h a s  t o  
communicate inevitably 
in English.
A c co rd i n g  to  I .  A .  
Richards, “Communi- 
cation takes place when 
one mind so acts upon 
its environment that 
a n o t h e r  m i n d  i s  
influenced, and in that 
mind an experience 
occurs which is like the 
experience in the first 
mind and is caused in 
part by that experience”. 
Very few languages have 
won the distinction of 
being and becoming the 
language of culture, 
t r a d e ,  c o m m e r c e ,  
science and technology 
in the international 
arena. Of them English 

occupies the pride of 
place. 
What a person says, why 
he says it, and how he 
expresses his thoughts 
in oral form constitute 
aspects of personality 
that earn for him either 
t h e  r e s p e c t  a n d  
admiration of his fellows 
or destructive criticism, 
a m u s e m e n t  o r  
c o n t e m p t .  F r o m  
chi ldhood onwards,  
therefore, an individual 
should be helped to 
a c q u i r e  c o r r e c t l y  
e x p r e s s e d  a n d  
meaningful patterns of 
oral communication. 
This becomes a special 
responsibility of parents 
and teachers. Teachers 
serve a dual function. 
They must be able to 
r e c o g n i z e  s p e e c h  
difficulties as well as be 
alert to inadequate 
speech. The ultimate 
aim of teacher should be 
to make the English 
language learnable in a 
realistic sense. For this 
during the training 
period itself student 
teachers must be trained 
to have a very good 
command over English _
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SPOKEN ENGLISH STRATEGIES: A VEHICLE FOR IMPROVING COMMUNICATION SKILLS....

language.

Teacher trainees sometimes become impatient of the attention that is given to the development of good 
speech patterns among candidates for teaching. School children as well as pre-school children are great 
imitators. Hence not only are teachers expected to be alert to the speech habits of their pupils but also through 
their own speech patterns and vocabularies they also must be able to stimulate their pupils toward acquiring a 
richly meaningful and correctly articulated vocabulary, and accurate grammatical agreement of words, phrases 
and sentences. Language is primarily speech and knowing a language is often defined as the ability to listen i.e. 
understands and speak the language. Teachers who are creators of the future citizens of the world must come 
out with a variety of ideas that may be useful for teaching a particular skill effectively. The ultimate aim of teacher 
should be to make the English language learnable in a realistic sense, i.e. the students should acquire a practical 
command of non-literary and non-technical English and not the artistic use of the language. For this first the 
teacher educands must be trained to have a very good command over English language.

• Spoken English Strategies is effective in improving communication skills among Teacher educands at 
Postgraduate level. 

Experimental Method with One-Group, Pretest-Postest Design was used to conduct the study. Teaching 
using Spoken English Strategies was the independent variable, while improvement in communication skills was 
the dependent variable. The sample comprised 32 Teacher Educands at Postgraduate level. 

• Transcripts for Spoken English
• Test on Communication Skills

The data was gathered, tabulated and analysed using statistical measures like Arithmetic Mean, 
Standard Deviation and Paired t-test.

The section analyses the effect of Spoken English Strategies on Communication Skills among 
Postgraduate Teacher educands. The results of test of significance of difference between Mean Pre- and Post-
test scores are given in Table 1.

From Table-1, it can be seen that the Pre- and Post-test scores of Teacher Educands at Postgraduate level 
differ significantly at 0.01 level (‘t’ = 37.97). From the Mean scores of Pre-test (69.25) and Post-test (86.72), it can 
be inferred that Spoken English Strategies is very effective in improving communication skills of Teacher 
educands at Postgraduate level.

The comparison of Pre- and Post-test Scores is graphically represented in Figure 1.

NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

HYPOTHESIS

METHODOLOGY

The materials and tool used for the study were:

ANALYSIS OF DATA

Table 1: Results of Test of Significance of Difference between Means of Pre- and Post-test Scores
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Test Mean SD t-value P 

Pre-test 69.25 1.34 
37.97 P<0.01 

Post-test 86.72 2.26 

Result: ‘t’ value is significant at 0.01 level 

 

 



Figure 1: Pre-and Post-test Scores on Communication Skills of Teacher Educands at Postgraduate level

CONCLUSION
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