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POOJAS AND FESTIVALS OF PALANI SRI PERIYANAYAHI TEMPLE

ABSTRACT

e people of |&&

Tamilnadu

celebrate grand
festivals from the
ancient days. The
information about these
grand celebrations s
stated in the Sangam
literature. People
celebrate these festivals
for the benefits of the
entire world. In
Tamilnadu, most of the
festivals are religious-
based. There was no
festivals without
worshipping the God
and Goddesses. The
festival helped the
people to mingle and
understand one another.
It also creates unity. In
Arulmigu Periyanayagi
Amman temple daily
poojas are conducted
according to the Veda
Agama rules. Apart from
the daily poojas many
other festivals are also
celebrated. The agenda
of these festivals can be
seen in the Thirugnana
Sambanthar’s ‘Poomalai
Pathiham.The aim of the
research paper is to
carry out the poojas and
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festivals of Sri Periya
Nayahi Temple.

KEYWORDS:Kalasanthi,
Ucchikala, Sayaratjai,
Raakala,Mahanyasa,
Kaappu, Alangara,
Laksharchanai,
Aradana, Amavasai,
Arudhra,Kandasasti.

INTRODUCTION :

Worship means the way
to attain knowledge.
Through worship, the
troubles of this life will
be removed and in the
next birth we can live a
Navalar. ‘Fear of God is
the beginning of
wisdom’. The faith in
God is a good human
quality. We all know that
it is the deities who
protect us and help us
when we are depressed.
With special reference

i
1 4 /A
to Methodology,
Analytical, Comparrative
and Descriptive
methods are used here.

DAILY POOJAS

Special poojas are
offered to the Moolavar
namely Periya Nayagi
Amman, Arulmigu
Muthukumarasamy,
Arulmigu Kailasa Nathar
Swamy. Daily at about
7.15 am the Vizha pooja
known as special Pooja is
observed.At about 9 am
Kalasanthi pooja, a
special Pooja is offered.
At 12 noon the Ucchikala
pooja is observed. In the
evenings at the about
5.15 pm Saya Ratjai,
Pooja, and at 8 pm.
Raakala Pooja are
observed daily. During
the poojas the deity is
grandly decorated and

appears before the
devotees.

The festivals celebrated
inthe Tamil months
The following festivals
are celebrated in this
temple in a grand
manner.

Chithirai
The Tamil New year day

is celebrated in this
month. The next
celebration is Chithra

Pournami. In olden days
this festival was
celebrated to satisfy the
Devaloga king Indhiran.
Later this festival is
celerbated as Chithra
Pournamai. It is not
only in Arulmigu
Periyanayagi Amman
Temple on the month of
Chithirai daily poojas are
observed, but also Chitra
Pournami is being
celebrated in a befitting
manner. On the Chitra
Pournami day, Amman
comes in a silver chariot
and gives special
Darshan to her
devotees. This is a very
important day.
Numberless devotees
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joininthis festival.

Vaikasi

Lord Muruga was born in this month in Visaka Natchathra. On this day, Mahanyasa abishegam is done to
the deity, in the early morning at five o’clock. After the Alangara Pooja, Lakshaarchanai is started. In this temple
the 10 days in the month of Vaikasi are significant days. On these 10 days special Alangarams and poojas are
observed.

On the first day Kappu is tied for the Amman in the morning and in the evening special poojas and
Abisegam Aradhanas are observed.It is a wonderful sight to see the Amman mounted on a wooden chariot and
takenin procession along the roads.The 10 days in this Vaikasi month are significantin one way or the other.

Aani

In this month speical poojas are observed for Manicka Vasakar. The image Manickavasakar is placed near
lord Siva. After the Abishega Aarathanas, ‘Thiruvasagam’ is recited and then the poojas are done. In this temple
in the month of Aani Thirumanjanam is a significant one. On this day for Nataraajar special Poojas and
Alangarams are doneinavery grand manner.

For the deity, Nataraja Anna Abisegha Pooja is also offered. Ammavasai is also celebrated well. Many
devotees attend the festivals.

Aadi

This is the new moon occurring in the solar month Aadi, and is observed only by the Tamils.On the
eighteenth day of the Aadi month special worship is observed. Special poojas and worship are also conducted.
Many devotees take partin the Poojas and get the blessings of the Amman.Besides on the eigtheenth day of Aadi
Periyanayagi Amman is lifted by the Suptha Kannis, and stationed at Periyavudaiyar Temple, and special Poojas
are offered. On the twenty-fifth day of theAadi month, the Latchaachana pooja is offered with special worships.
Aadi Amavasai is also a very imporatnt day. Special poojas and Alangarams are also observed for the Amman.
Many devotees also take partinit.

Vinayaga Chathurthi

The grand celebration of this temple in this month is Vinayagar Chathurthi. Special Abiseham, poojas
and special decoration are done for the deity. This festival comes on the fourth day of this Sukkila Patcham. Rice
cake is the favourite food for lord Ganesha. It is offered to Him on this particular day.

Purattasi
Navarathri festival is celebrated in this month. Special Aarasthanas and special decoration are done to
the deity Periyanayagi Amman for ten days. Thisis a grand festival in this month.

Aippasi

The day of Deepavali, people start the festival by five o’clock in the morning. They keep sacred leaves in
their houses. This is known as Kaapukkattu. From that day onwards the Gurukkals do Abishegam for Periyanayagi
Amman. The next day of Amavasai Kandasastifastingis observed.

Karthikai

The Karthikai star day in every month is an auspicious occasion in the temple. The Karthikai festival is one
of the ancient festivals in Tamilnadu. The lighting of the lights is called the Karthikai festival or Kathikai Vilakku.
Forthe devotees Prasatham is offered. In the month on that day special poojas and decorations are observed.

Pirathosham
Every month Pirathosham is conducted very well. For the deity Natarajar all kinds of decorations and
aradhanas take place. The Pirathosham in the month, Karthikai is a very singificnat one. Many devotees
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participate in the Pirathosham and get the blessings of the God.

Margazhi

On the first day of the month Margazhi Aruthra Dharsana Pooja is a very important one.In the early
morning at about 4’0o clock Dhanur pooja is conducted. On Thiruvathirai special poojas are condcuted. Many
married ladies attend this pooja. On Ammavasai Chadrasekhar, Sarathambal worhsip has its own uniqueness
aboutit.

Thaipoosam

This day is sacred to Subramaniya, the second son of Siva. The feast is particularly observed at the shrine
in Madura. The day is considered auspicious for the purpose of education. Next after the Dasarah, the harvest
feastisobserved onthe samedayin Vishnutemple.

In this temple on the month of Thai, the festival Poosam has its own greatness. On the third day of the
month Thai in the morning at about 4 am, Dahnur pooja the tenth day is observed followed by observance also.
This month has a unique quality about it. Many devotees attend these poojas.

Masi (Maha Sivarathri)
Maha Sivaraathriis celerbated from 5 pm to 10 pm, and from midnight 1 am to 4 am. Special poojas are
done. The worshippers of Lord Siva will not sleep in the night. They pray to the God till the morning.

Panguni Utthiram

In this month the moon is in the Utthira Nakshathram on the full moon day. So this festival is called as
Panguni Utthiram. This festival is also known as Kalyanaviratham. We can see this in the song of
Thiruganansambanthar. The Saivites say that this celebration of the Thirukkalyanam of Lord Sundraswarar and
the deity Meenakshiin Madurai is a noteworthy celebration. Special poojas and Abishegams are done on the day
of Panguni Utthiram.Everymonth Kiruthigai is celebrated with special poojas. Special Abishega poojas are done
atthe time of monthly ShastiViratha. Pradhosha poojas are also done grandly.

On the day of Panguni Uthiram special poojas are observed. Before going to worship the Malaikoil
Murugan, the devotees of Kerala go to the temple of Periyanayagi Amman to have a Darshan of the deity.
Likewise those who offer Kavadies also first stay at Periyanayagi Amman Temple, and then take their Theertha
Kavadito Murugan. Thisis a very significant aspect of worhsip.

Festivals

Onthe basis of several poojas, that are observed in the temples of Sakthi, many festivals are celebrated.
Ordinarily the celebartion carry on from ten to fifteen days in certain temples. In big temples on every month
festivals are celebrated. Among the festivals is Pramothsavam which is also called as Theruvizha, since in this
festival the Theris also taken in a procession.

Thaipoosam
In the temple of Arulmigu Periyanayagi Amman Thaipoosam is celebrated on a grand scale. It is
celebrated for 10 days.

The spectacular procession on the streets
Amman is decorated and is taken in a procession on the streets daily twice on the morning and evening.
On the sixth day of the 10 days festival, the Amman is mounted on the Ther and taken as a procession on the
streets and the devotees have a Darshan of the deity. On the everning of that day Amman’s holy special pooja is
alsoobserved. Onthe evening of thatday Amman holy ordinary takes place and special poojais also observed.
On the seventh day the Amman is mounted on a wooden chariot and is taken in a procession along the
streets. Besides Theerthavariis alsoconducted. On the tenth day, Amman is mounted on the Theppathther
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andistakenina procession forspecial Darshan for the devotees. On these days special poojas and worships
are observed. Besides many devotees from the rural areas throng here and are blessed by the deity.

Arulmigu Pathirakali Amman

In the temple of Arulmigu Periyanayagi Amman, Pathirakali Amman is seated in the front mandapam. She has
been considered as the clan deity of the Nadars and is worshipped by them.For Pathrakali Amman on friday
special poojas are observed both in the morning and in the evening.On Navarathiri Utsav, for ten days the festival
is celebrated with full enthusiasm. The Nadars observe fasting for ten days and Kappukattu takes place. Then on
the tenth day the fasting is broken and the pooja is conducted.The devotees do Abisekhams and also light the
deepam, if their requests to the deity are granted. It is a practice, that Pathirakaliamman is worshipped before
goingto worship the Periyanayagi Amman.

CONCLUSION

It is evident that the festivals are celebrated in this temple almost everymonth of the year. Worship
means the way to attain knowledge. Through worship, the troubles of this life will be removed and in the next
birth we canlive a Navalar. ‘Fear of God is the beginning of wisdom’. The faith in God is a good human quality.

It is said that, Special poojas are offered to the Moolavar namely Periya Nayagi Amman, Arulmigu
Muthukumarasamy, Arulmigu Kailasa Nathar Swamy. Daily at about 7.15 am the Vizha pooja known as special
Poojais observed. Lord Muruga was born in this month in Visaka Natchathra. On this day, Mahanyasa abishegam
isdone to the deity, inthe early morning at five o’clock.

Onthe Chitra Pournamiday, Amman comes in a silver chariot and gives special Darshan to her devotees.
Thisis averyimportant day. Numberless devotees join in this festival.

The image Manickavasakar is placed near lord Siva. After the Abishega Aarathanas, ‘Thiruvasagam’ is
recited and then the poojas are done. In this temple in the month of Aani Thirumanjanam s a significantone.

People of Palani celebrate the festivals like Vaikasi Visakam, Kandasasti, Thaipoosam and Panguni
Uthiram Poojas are conducted. Thus the festivals are responsible to promote communal harmony and national
intergration.
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