Vol 5 Issue 10 April 2016 ISSN No :2231-5063

International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal

Gelden Researdh
Thre

Chief Editor
Dr.Tukaram Narayan Shinde

Associate Editor

Publisher _ Dr.Rajani Dalvi
Mrs.Laxmi Ashok Yakkaldevi

Honorary
Mr.Ashok Yakkaldevi



RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595

Welcome to GRT

ISSN No.2231-5063

Golden Research Thoughts Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English,
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed
referred by members of the editorial board.Readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

Dr. T. Manichander

International Advisory Board

Kamani Perera
Regional Center For Strategic Studies, Sri
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest,

Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus PopPhD, Partium Christian
University, Oradea,Romania

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade

Regional Editor

Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathematical Sciences,
University of South Carolina Aiken

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN

Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political
Sciences Al. I. Cuza University, lasi

Editorial Board

Iresh Swami

ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur
University,Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education,
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji
University,Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College,
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary,Play India Play,Meerut(U.P.)

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Dept of Chemistry, Lahore University of
Management Sciences[PK]

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University,
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science
YCMOU,Nashik

S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University,
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava

S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh,
Vikram University, Ujjain

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi 258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India
Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.oldgrt.Ibp.world

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Annamalai University, TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra
Maulana Azad National Urdu University



ISSN: 2231-5063 Impact Factor : 3.4052(UIF) Volume -5 | Issue - 10 | April - 2016

Golden Research Thoughts

INDIAN ENGLISH FICTION: A GLANCE STUDY

Prof. S. P. Jadhav
Head,Department of English, M. S. Kakade College,
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ABSTRACT

Postindependence Indian novelists have been covered all the perspectives or all the aspects of
Indian life. Fiction, the genre of literature is one of the best forms, has proved to be the most important
and popular form peculiarly suited to the Indian sensibility. This contemporary Indian English fiction
not only has provided an exclusive medium for number of writers but also the worldwide
accomplishmenttothem.

The Era of Post Independence or Post Colonialism begins the later part of 1960 when the
colonialism is over. Novelists belong to post independence literature still lingering on the old matters
and its effects on the contemporary period and Colonialism is still ruling in the psychology of the
people of the independent countries like India, Africa, West Indies, New Zealand and Canada. It

provides them the themes of neo-
colonialism, resistance, subversion,
reconstruction, search for identity,
alienation, feminist, and conflict
between traditional culture and
modern culture, gender and class
related issues, multiculturalism,
social, economic and cultural
marginality, social isolation, self-
estrangement, rootlessness etc. Post
independence Indian fiction
dominated by the second generation

of the fiction writers after the great trio R. K. Narayan, Raja Rao and Mulk Raj Anand. There can be four
distinct heads of post-colonial discourses such as Minority discourse, Diaspora discourse, Feminist
discourse and political discourse.

The post independence Indian English fiction witnesses at least three generations of the Indian
novelists in English, who have been greatly, contributed Indian fiction for national and international
recognition. The first generation | have consisted here mainly the prominent figures like Mulk Raj
Anand, R. K. Narayan and Raja Rao were the earliest Indian novelists writing in English who began to
write in the early thirties and made concrete foundation for fiction in Indian English literature. Second
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generation | would like to grouping is novelists like Bhabani Bhattacharya, Manohar Malgaonkar, and
Anita Desai. Kamala Markandaya, Narayantara Sahgal and others captured the spirit of anindependent
India, struggling to break away from British and traditional Indian cultures and established a distinct
identity in Indian fiction in the post independence period. Finally, the third generation in the 1980 and
1990 on onwards, India emerged as a major literary nation. The Booker Prize winner novelist like
Salman Rushdie for his Midnight’s Children first Indian Diaspora Vikram Seth, entered the sphere of
international writer due to his The Golden Gate, Arundhati Roy, whose The God of Small Things won the
1997 Booker Prize. Other novelists like Shobha De, Shashi Tharoor, Amitav Ghosh, Amit Chaudhari,
Pankaj Mishra etc. are renowned novelist of Indian origin established the fame in international arena.
Now, we experience Indian English fiction succeeded to win almost every well-known literary prize in
the world contributing post—independence Indian fictionin Indian literature.

KEYWORDS :Diaspora, Marginality, Discourse, Colonialism, Multiculturalism, Self-estrangement,
Feminism, Sectarian animosity.

INTRODUCTION:

Post Independence Indian literature in general and fiction in particular can be termed as the
continual shaking off the old skin of western thought and the emergence of new consciousness and
cognizance, critique and celebration. In addition, with this new awareness, comes the concept of self-
expression. In country like India, prior to 1947, most people branded and recognized themselves as
‘Indians’ against the identity of their British tyrants and tormentors. There could be perceived a
potential feeling of communal, national identity, nurtured by a shared antipathy and bitterness of the
British colonial prowess.

However, post independence, after being granted autonomy, independence, the Republic of
India’s populace slowly fell to bits and crumbled into more and more divided fractions. The indefinite,
confusing and variable nature of ‘national identity’ is vital and central to a discussion of post
independence Indian English fiction writers, which leads to discrimination and segregation with others.
The era of Post Colonialism begins the later part of 1960 when the colonialism is over. However,
novelists belong to post independence literature still lingering on the old matters and its effects on the
contemporary period. Colonialism is still ruling in the psychology of the people of the independent
countries like India, Africa, West Indies, New Zealand and Canada. It provides them the theme of neo-
colonialism, resistance, subversion, reconstruction, search for identity, alienation, feminist, and
conflict between traditional culture and modern culture, gender and class related issues,
multiculturalism, social, economic and cultural marginality, social isolation, self-estrangement,
rootlessness etc. Postindependence Indian fiction is dominated by the second generation of the fiction
writers after the great trio R. K. Narayan, Raja Rao and Mulk Raj Anand. There can be four distinct heads
of post-colonial or post independence discourses as : Minority discourse in which novelists like parsi
writer Rohinton Mistry, Boman Desai and Dina Mehta who depicted the problems of not just being a
parsi but being a parsiwomen. The second head of post-independence discourse is Diasporic discourse
in which great novelists like Salman Rushdie who displays the themes as sense of loss, nostalgia and
problems of identification with host country through Midnights Children, Shame and Satanic Verses.
Vikarm Seth’s A Suitable Boy is a post-independence novel in which he deals repossession of
postcolonial history.

Third, Feminist discourse which deals with the plight of women in male dominated society. The
contemporary Indian women novelists Shashi Deshpande, Nayantara Sahgal, Arundhati Roy, Shobha
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De, Anita Desai, Manju Kapoor and so on, comment on the gender injustice and changing role of
women in Indian society, the problems of adjustment of middle class educated women in the particular
society through their novels. The last kind of discourse in Indian literature is political discourse in which
novelists like Nayantara Sahgal and Upamanyu Chatterjee, who deal the political ideas, its domination
and effects on the common people by the political due to the fact that they belong to the ruling class.
English August: An Indian Story, Situation in New Delhi, Rich Like Us etc. are the political novels deal
directly orindirectly some political discourse.

During late 1970, that a new breed of convent educated and elite class of novelists that started
to emerge chalked out plan to alter the map of post Independence Indian English Fiction: The eminent
Indian fiction writers like Salman Rushdie, Vikarm Seth, Amitav Ghosh, Shashi Tharoor set the Indian
fiction world on fire. Salman Rushdie’s Midnight Children had won Booker prizein 1981 and in the mean
time, a new team of novelists such as Pankaj Misra, Chetan Bhagat, Jhnumpa Lahiri had already alighted
on the international arena and their writings are very much appreciated and acclimatized round the
globe. The worldwide accomplishment of Vikram Seth’s The Golden Gate made him the first writer of
the Indian Diaspora to enter the field of international writers and leave an unforgettable mark on the
global literary panorama.

Other novelists of repute of the post independence Indian English literature, comprise —Shobha
De, Bhabani Bhattacharya, Shashi Tharoor, Amitav Ghosh, Chatterjee, Amit Choudhari, Raj Kama Jha,
Pankaj Mishra, Vikram Chandra etc. have published great novels setting the concrete foundation of
fictionin Indian literature. Then the latest Indian novelists who lifted up the world by a storm of fiction,
was Arundhati Roy, whose The God of Small Things earned the 1997 Booker Prize and became an
international best-seller overnight. Kiran Desai also won Man Booker Prize in the year 2006 for her
writing. Great women novelists like Githa Hariharan’s Thousand Faces of Night, Kamala Markandaya’s
Nectar in a Sievs, Ruth Prawer Thabvala’s Heat and Dust, Anita Desai’s prize winner novels like Cry, The
Peacock, Fire on the Mountain, Clear Light of the Day, Nayantara Sahgal’s political novels like A Time to
be Happy and Rich Like Us, Shashi Deshpande’s That Long Silence, Rama Mahta’s Inside The Haveli and
Manju Kapoor’s Difficult Daylights etc. are the notable novels by post-independence fiction writers
who have been greatly contributed to the Indian fiction development in Indian English literature.

In this way, we are so deeply entrenched in contemporary reality that it is not easy for us to
locate a vantage point from where to offer as assessment of our Indian fiction writing or make
pronouncement or predictions that guide us to contemporary writing. Apart from the big trio novelists,
Mulk RajAnand, R. K. Narayan and Raja Rao with his metaphysical quest for a re-discovery of an ancient,
not antiquated, rhythm in contemporary life, all of whom have continued to be productive in 1980 and
1990.

Eminent Indian novelists, like Salman Rushdie, Vikram Seth, Shashi Tharoor, Amitav Ghosh and
women novelists like Ruth Prawer Thabralla, Anita Desai, Nayantara Sahgal, Shashi Despande,
Arundhati Roy and Shobha De etc. first of them. Booker Prizewinner novelist Salman Rushdie who won
the prize which made him an international novelist by publishing his Midnight’s Children in 1980. This
novel is about India and everything Indian. The cities like Bombay, Srinagar, Amritsar, Delhi, Karachi,
Dacca and others make their appearance in the most dynamic manner. Novel presents some aspects of
India in a chronicle of three to four generations of Indian life, which encapsulates whole of India in the
20th century. Though it is a picture of India in parts, that picture gives the sense of wholeness. The
struggle for Indian independence, the winning of it peacefully and passing through the disasters and
crises, with the deaths of Gandhiand Nehru appear before our mental eyes, India with its achievements
and losses, with its marches forward and backwards and that leaves a sense of loss. Thus, Rushdie has
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been contributed much more showingthat Indian youthiis full of hope.

Second eminent post-independence novelists are Vikram Seth who has his roots in Indianess.
suitable Boy in 1993, The Golden Gate are the well known novels written by him in which he presents
the domestic drama of Indian mother’s search for an appropriate husband for her marriageable Indian
daughter against the background of the formative years of India after independence, the novel grew
and he was to labour over it for almost a decade. He has presented true picture of India after the close
post-independence Indian situation in his great novels.

Great Indian novelist Shashi Tharoor who has also contributed Indian fiction writing with his
widely acclaimed novel The Great Indian Novel in 1993 in which he has masterfully recast the two
thousand year old epic The Mahabharata with fictionalized but highly recognizable events and
character from 20th century Indian politics. Blending history and myth to chronicle, the Indian struggle
for freedom and independence, Tharoor directs his hilarious and often outrageous satire as much as
against Indian foibles and failings as against the bumbling of the British rulers. Despite its regional
setting, thisnovelisa great source to know the ancient history of country.

The major contemporary Indian women novelists included Kamala Markandaya, Anita Desai,
Nayantara Sahgal, Shashi Despande, Shobha De, Arundhati Roy and so on. All novelists deal with the
themes of love marriage, loneliness, search for identity, and with political, social and numerous
themes. Kamala Markandaya is one of the most eminent Indian women novelists in the post
independence era in Indian literature. She has published her novel Pleasure City in 1982, which deals
the impact of the multinational corporation on village. The culture confrontation here is not just the
usual east verses west but between the tradition and modernity. Another Indian prizewinner women
novelist is Anita Desai who contributed Indian fiction publishing her great novels like Clear Light of the
Day, In Custody, Baumgartner’s Bombay and so on in the last three decades of 20th century. In her
novels, the recurrent theme is the struggle of the individual for a possible realization of self-identity.
She uses houses as the metaphor for the inner world of her main characters. Alienation, husband wife
relation, man-women, family —society relations are the central themes of her novels. She also presents
the current situation of human being how they are in emotional trauma and frustrated and existential
despair mood of the lower and middle class people. Urbanization, industrialization, quest for she also
carefully handles identity, multi-culturalism etc. Thus, through her novels she presents Indian rural and
urban life.

Next Indian woman novelist is Nayantara Sahgal who introduces politics as the major concern as
wellasthe central settingin Indian English novel for the first time in the postcolonial period. She has laid
her emphasis on the political novels depicting history, nationalism and contemporary life. Rich Like Us
in 1985 is a political novel written against the backdrop of emergency declared in 1975 when Indira
Gandhi was the Prime Minister of India. In Mistaken Identity, Saghal locates action in a small princely
state, Vijay garh during 1920. Saghal aware the people about the values of life, its aspects and how we
should be conscious about the Indianess and its related issues, is handled with in well manner in most
of her great novels.

Shobha De is known for her erotic novels considering main contributor to the Indian English
language and her creation of new idioins adds to the charm of the Indian fiction especially post
independence era. Her narrative holds our breath for sensuous opulence and subtlety of variation and
the result is that the novel becomes a best seller. Social concern is the main thrust of her most of the
novels, which depict the sub themes like love, sex, the new concept of marriage, life of middle and
upper class of women etc. by her well-known great novels like Snapshot and Sisters. Last but not least,
women novelist Arundhati Roy who has contributed Indian fiction after winning Booker Prize for her
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novel The God of Small Things in 1997. Like Shobha De, she also fashioned a new language for misery of
alonesome mother, Ammu in an indifferent world as perceived through the eyes of her seven-year-old
children, Rahel dnd Estha. It presents the pathetic situation of women in a male dominated country and
soitistruly afeminist novel. Apart from feminism she contributes the changing political scene in Kerala,
Caste taboo and lives of rudderless children of a broken home. Thus, Arundhati Roy, with this well know
prizewinner novel, she has given the international status or recognition to the Indian fiction in the post
independence period of Indian English literature.

Thus, the post independence Indian English fiction witnesses at least three generations of the
Indian novelists in English, who have been greatly, contributed Indian fiction for national and
international recognition. The first generation mainly the prominent figures like Mulk Raj Anand, R. K.
Narayan and Raja Rao were the earliest Indian novelists writing in English who began to write in the
early thirties and made concrete foundation for fiction in Indian English literature. Second-generation
novelists like Bhabani Bhattacharya, Manohar Malgaonkar, Anita Desai. Kamala Markandaya,
Narayantara Sahgal and others captured the spirit of an independent India, struggling to break away
from British and traditional Indian cultures and established a distinct identity in Indian fiction in the
post independence period. And last ,the third generation in the 1980 and 1990 on onwards, India
emerged as a major literary nation. The Booker Prize winner novelist like Salman Rushdie for his
Midnight’s Children first Indian Diaspora Vikram Seth, entered the sphere of international writer due to
his The Golden Gate, Arundhati Roy, whose The God of Small Things won the 1997 Booker Prize and
other like Shobha De, Shashi Tharoor, Amitav Ghosh, Amit Chaudhari, Pankaj Mishra etc. are renowned
novelist of Indian origin established the fame in international arena. And now, we experience Indian
English fiction succeeded to win almost every well-known literary prize in the world contributing post
—independence Indian fiction in Indian literature.
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