
 ISSN 2231-5063                      Impact Factor : 4.6052 (UIF)                Volume - 6 | Issue - 3 | September - 2016  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Available online at www.lbp.world 

1 
 

GRT
                  Golden Research Thoughts            

                                                                                                                                                               
         
                                                                                                                                           

DRAUPADI'S SARI AND THE MAHABHARATA:  
SYMBOLISM AND LEGENDS 
 
Dr. Dinesh Kumar P. N. 
Assistant Professor in History, Sree Krishna 
institute of Law Tumkur. 
 
ABSTRACT: 

"Draupadi's Sari and the Mahabharata: 
Symbolism and Legends" delves into the 
multifaceted symbolism and captivating legends 
associated with Draupadi's iconic sari in the epic 
Mahabharata. Draupadi's sari represents not only 
her unwavering commitment to dharma and 
virtue but also the triumph of righteousness over 
adversity through divine intervention. This article 
explores the enduring significance of Draupadi's 
sari in Indian culture and mythology, offering 
profound insights into themes of resilience, self-
respect, and the power of faith. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
The Mahabharata, one of the two major Sanskrit 
epics of ancient India, is a literary and spiritual 
treasure trove that has captured the imagination 
of countless generations. Within its vast narrative, 
the character of Draupadi and her extraordinary 
connection with a seemingly endless sari has 
become an iconic symbol, rich in symbolism and 
embedded with legends that continue to inspire 
reflection and admiration. This article delves into 

the symbolism of Draupadi's sari and explores the 
legends surrounding this remarkable element of 
the Mahabharata. 
 
The Context of Draupadi's Sari in the 
Mahabharata 
Draupadi's sari holds a central and pivotal role in 
the Mahabharata, one of the most revered and 
epic narratives in Indian literature and mythology. 
To understand the significance of Draupadi's sari, 
it's crucial to delve into the broader context of the 
Mahabharata and the events leading up to the 
dramatic incident involving Draupadi. 
 
1. The Mahabharata Epic: The Mahabharata is a 
sprawling epic that tells the tale of the 
Kurukshetra War, a great war between two 
factions of a royal family, the Pandavas, and the 
Kauravas. The epic explores complex themes of 
duty (dharma), righteousness, morality, and the 
consequences of human actions. Draupadi, the 
wife of the Pandavas, plays a central role in this 
epic. 
 
2. The Game of Dice: One of the most critical and 
dramatic episodes in the Mahabharata is the 
game of dice that takes place in the court of 
Hastinapura. The eldest Kaurava, Duryodhana, 
conspires to rob the Pandavas of their kingdom 
and wealth. He invites the Pandavas to a game of 
dice, where Yudhishthira, the eldest Pandava, 
participates. The game is rigged, leading to the 
Pandavas' eventual loss. Yudhishthira gambles 
away his kingdom, his brothers, and even himself. 
 
3. Draupadi's Harrowing Disrobing: The game of 
dice culminates in a shocking and humiliating 
moment for Draupadi. As a final act of 
humiliation, Duryodhana orders that Draupadi be 
brought to the court and disrobed in front of the 
assembled courtiers. The incident is a culmination 
of the Kauravas' malevolence and underscores the 
depths of their enmity towards the Pandavas.
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4. Draupadi's Appeal to Dharma: Draupadi's reaction to this dire situation is crucial in understanding the 
significance of her sari. She appeals to the court, invoking the principles of dharma and justice. She questions 
the righteousness of the elders present in the court who allow such a heinous act. Draupadi's appeal is not 
merely a cry for help; it is a plea for justice and adherence to moral and ethical values. 
 
5. Divine Intervention: As Draupadi's sari is being forcibly disrobed, a miraculous event occurs. Her sari 
seems to have no end, thwarting the efforts of those attempting to humiliate her. This miraculous event is 
seen as divine intervention, with Lord Krishna extending Draupadi's sari to protect her honor. It symbolizes 
the triumph of virtue and righteousness over wickedness. 
 
6. The Symbolism of the Sari: Draupadi's sari, in this context, symbolizes her unwavering commitment to 
dharma, her resilience in the face of adversity, and her determination to protect her self-respect. It also 
serves as a symbol of divine intervention and the ultimate victory of righteousness. 

In summary, the context of Draupadi's sari in the Mahabharata is rooted in a dramatic sequence of 
events that test the characters' adherence to dharma, justice, and moral values. Draupadi's sari becomes a 
symbol of virtue, resilience, and divine intervention in the face of extreme adversity, making it one of the 
most iconic and memorable elements of the epic narrative. 
 
The Symbolism of Draupadi's Sari in the Mahabharata 

Draupadi's sari in the Mahabharata carries profound symbolism that transcends the physical 
garment, representing deeper spiritual and moral dimensions. Understanding the symbolism of Draupadi's 
sari provides insights into the core themes of the epic, including dharma (duty), virtue, resilience, and divine 
intervention. 
 
1. Dharma and Virtue: Draupadi's sari is a symbol of her unwavering commitment to dharma and virtue. 
Dharma, in Hindu philosophy, encompasses the principles of righteousness, duty, and moral law. When 
Duryodhana attempts to disrobe Draupadi in the court of Hastinapura, she clings to her sari with tenacity, 
refusing to surrender her self-respect. This act of resistance signifies her adherence to her moral duty, even 
in the face of extreme humiliation. 
2. Resilience and Self-Respect: The symbolism of Draupadi's sari also embodies resilience and self-respect. 
Despite the dire circumstances and the threat to her dignity, Draupadi's refusal to accept defeat reflects her 
inner strength and determination. Her unyielding resolve to protect her honor by holding onto her sari 
exemplifies the importance of self-respect and the ability to withstand adversity. 
3. Divine Intervention: Perhaps the most profound symbolism associated with Draupadi's sari is that of 
divine intervention. As her sari seems to have no end, preventing her disrobing, it is believed to be a 
manifestation of divine grace, primarily from Lord Krishna. Draupadi's fervent prayer for help leads to this 
miraculous event. The unending sari signifies that when virtuous individuals call upon the divine, it 
intervenes to safeguard their righteousness. This aspect underscores the Mahabharata's central theme that 
dharma and righteousness will ultimately prevail. 
4. Triumph of Righteousness: The symbolism of Draupadi's sari encapsulates the concept of the triumph of 
righteousness over evil. While Draupadi's honor is momentarily threatened, her virtue and devotion to 
dharma ultimately prevail through divine intervention. This theme resonates throughout the Mahabharata, 
emphasizing that even in the darkest moments, righteousness and moral values will emerge victorious. 
5. Protection of Virtue: Draupadi's sari symbolizes the protection of virtue and the sanctity of womanhood. 
It underscores the idea that women should be treated with respect, and their dignity should be safeguarded 
at all costs. The unending sari serves as a powerful metaphor for the preservation of a woman's honor and 
virtue. 

In conclusion, Draupadi's sari in the Mahabharata is a symbol rich in meaning and significance. It 
represents the unwavering commitment to dharma and virtue, resilience in the face of adversity, divine 
intervention, and the triumph of righteousness. This iconic symbol has left an indelible mark on Indian 
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culture and mythology, serving as a timeless reminder of the enduring power of moral values and the 
ultimate victory of virtue over vice. 
 
Legends Surrounding Draupadi's Sari 
1. Lord Krishna's Grace: The legend of Draupadi's sari is closely associated with Lord Krishna's divine grace. It 
is believed that Draupadi's devotion and unwavering faith in Krishna led to his intervention and the 
miraculous transformation of her sari. This legend emphasizes the importance of faith and surrender to the 
divine in times of distress. 
 
2. Lessons in Dharma: Draupadi's sari incident serves as a powerful lesson in dharma. Her steadfast 
adherence to dharma, even in the face of humiliation, sets an example for generations to come. It teaches 
that upholding righteousness is paramount, regardless of the circumstances. 
 
3. The Triumph of Good over Evil: The unending sari episode is a symbol of the eventual triumph of good 
over evil. While Draupadi's honor is temporarily threatened, her virtue and devotion ultimately prevail 
through divine intervention. This theme of righteousness prevailing over wickedness is a central motif in the 
Mahabharata. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Draupadi's sari and the legends surrounding it in the Mahabharata hold profound significance in 
Indian culture and mythology. They symbolize the unwavering commitment to dharma, resilience, self-
respect, and the divine intervention that upholds righteousness. Draupadi's character serves as a timeless 
inspiration, and her sari is a powerful emblem of virtue triumphing over adversity. In exploring the 
symbolism and legends of Draupadi's sari, we uncover deeper layers of wisdom and spirituality embedded in 
the epic narrative of the Mahabharata. 
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