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ABSTRACT:- 

"Intriguing Mysteries and Unsolved Riddles of Medieval India" 
Medieval India, spanning from the 6th to the 16th century, holds a wealth of captivating historical 

mysteries that continue to confound scholars and enthusiasts. This article delves into some of the most intriguing 
enigmas of the period, including the disappearance of the Somnath Temple's wealth, the baffling resilience of the 
Iron Pillar of Delhi, the artistic marvels of the Ajanta Caves, the mysterious fate of the Chola princes, the 
submerged city of Dwaraka, and the eerie Roopkund Lake skeletons. These unsolved riddles highlight the 
complexity and depth of medieval India's history, leaving us with tantalizing questions that challenge our 
understanding of the past. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Medieval India, a period spanning roughly from the 6th to the 16th century, was a time of great cultural, 
social, and political change. This era witnessed the rise and fall of powerful empires, the spread of various 
religions, and the construction of magnificent architectural marvels. However, amid the historical events and 
achievements, there are intriguing mysteries and unsolved riddles that continue to baffle historians and 
enthusiasts alike. In this article, we will delve into some of the most enigmatic and captivating mysteries of 
medieval India, shedding light on the unexplained aspects of this rich and complex period. 

 
1. The Disappearance of the Somnath Temple's Wealth 

One of the most captivating mysteries of medieval India revolves around the Somnath Temple, located in 
the present-day state of Gujarat. This temple was renowned for its opulence, housing vast treasures donated by 
kings and devotees over centuries. However, historical accounts suggest that it faced repeated plunder by foreign 
invaders, including Mahmud of Ghazni. Mahmud's raid on Somnath in the 11th century is infamous, but what 
remains a mystery is the ultimate fate of the temple's wealth. Some sources claim that he looted immense riches, 
while others suggest that the temple's treasures were hidden away to protect them from the invaders. To this 
day, the true extent of the temple's wealth and its fate remain a tantalizing unsolved riddle. 

 
2. The Mysterious Iron Pillar of Delhi 

Standing tall in the Qutb Complex in Delhi, the Iron Pillar has puzzled scientists and historians for 
centuries. Dating back to the 4th century, this 7-meter tall iron structure exhibits remarkable corrosion 
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resistance, even in a climate known for its rust-inducing properties. The pillar bears a Sanskrit inscription that 
provides historical information but leaves many questions unanswered. How was such a pillar forged with 
advanced metallurgical knowledge at that time? Why hasn't it corroded significantly despite exposure to the 
elements for over a thousand years? The secrets of the Iron Pillar continue to elude modern researchers. 

 
3. The Unexplained Ajanta Caves 

The Ajanta Caves in Maharashtra are renowned for their breathtaking rock-cut cave temples, adorned 
with intricate frescoes and sculptures. These caves date back to the 2nd century BCE and the 6th century CE, 
showcasing the artistry and devotion of ancient India. What remains a mystery is how these caves were carved 
with such precision and artistic finesse using only rudimentary tools. The layout, symmetry, and scale of the 
Ajanta Caves raise questions about the architectural and engineering expertise of the period, making it an 
unsolved riddle for historians and archaeologists. 

 
4. The Elusive Fate of the Princes of Raja Raja Chola 

Raja Raja Chola I, a powerful ruler of the Chola dynasty, left a lasting legacy with his remarkable temple 
construction projects, including the Brihadeeswarar Temple in Thanjavur. However, the fate of his two sons, 
Rajendra Chola and Rajadhiraja Chola, remains shrouded in mystery. Historical records suggest that they both 
ascended to the throne but then disappeared without a trace. Did they die under mysterious circumstances, or 
did they retire from public life? The uncertainty surrounding their fate continues to intrigue scholars. 

 
5. The Lost City of Dwaraka 

The ancient city of Dwaraka, associated with Lord Krishna, is mentioned in Hindu scriptures such as the 
Mahabharata and the Bhagavad Gita. According to these texts, Dwaraka was a magnificent city that sank into the 
sea. While underwater excavations off the coast of Gujarat have revealed structures that could be remnants of 
Dwaraka, the full extent of the city and its connection to the legendary tales remain a subject of debate and 
exploration. Finding conclusive evidence of Dwaraka's existence and submersion continues to be an unsolved 
riddle. 

 
6. The Baffling Case of the Roopkund Skeletons 

In the Himalayas, near Roopkund Lake, lies a macabre mystery that has confounded researchers for 
decades. The lake, also known as Skeleton Lake, is home to hundreds of human skeletons dating back to the 9th 
century CE. These skeletons bear marks of severe injuries, suggesting a catastrophic event. Various theories have 
been proposed, including avalanches, an epidemic, or a ritualistic pilgrimage gone awry. However, the exact 
cause of the mass deaths remains a mystery, and the eerie sight of the Roopkund skeletons continues to intrigue 
adventurers and scientists alike. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Medieval India is a treasure trove of history, culture, and enigmatic mysteries. From lost treasures to 
architectural marvels, from the disappearance of rulers to ancient submerged cities, these unsolved riddles offer 
glimpses into the complexity of India's past. As historians and archaeologists continue their investigations, these 
mysteries serve as a reminder of the rich tapestry of India's medieval history, where secrets and enigmas still 
await discovery, challenging our understanding of the past. 
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