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Abstract:-

The population commission of United Nations considers ‘The ability to both read and write a
simple message with understanding in any language a sufficient basis for classifying a person as literate’
Any person who is above six year of age and is able to both read and write with understanding in any
language is recorded as a literate according to the census of India.

Literacy is a significant characteristic of population. Literacy and education are reasonable good
indicates of development in society. Higher level of education and literacy lead to a greater awareness also
contribute in improvement of economic condition. Literacy brings about fundamental changes in socio-

conomic development.

Disparity in literacy generates number of social, economic and political problems. Therefore an
attempt has been made here to analysis variation in growth rate of literacy in Dhule district. Dhule district
comprises 04 tehsil i.e. Sakri, Shirpur are tribal and Dhule Shindkhede are non tribal tehsils.

The data is based on secondary data obtained from 1981 to 2011 census. The bar graph has been
used for representing tehsilwise changes in literacy rate. The study reveals that there is a remarkable change
in liter luring 1981-2011 both in tribal and non tribal tehsil of Dhule district.
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OBJECTIVES:

The main objective of the present study is to analyze the level of literacy rate and change there in Dhule district
between 1981-2011.

STUDYAREA:

Study area is located in Northern part of Maharashtra state spread between Latitude 200 38 to 210 16 N. and
Longitude 730 50 to 750 11 E. Dhule district is bounded by the district , Jalgaon is located to the East, Nashik to the
South, Gujarat State and Nandurbar district is located to the North-West. It is Located at the crossing of three National
Highways namely NH-6 (Surat-Nagpur), NH-3 (Mumbai-Agra), and NH-211 (Dhule-Solapur), Because of the Satpuda
ranges. Dhule district is separated from Madhya Pradesh. Satmala ranges also separate it from Western Maharashtra.
Dhule district has an area of 8061 sq.kms, and contributes 2.62% area of the Maharashtra State. The height of the district
varies from 300 to 1200 Meters above mean sea level. Dhule district With it’s headquarter at Dhule includes four tahsils
namely, 1) Dhule 2) Sakri 3) Shindkheda 4) Shirpur.

Dhule district forms a distinct geographical unit as it occupied by ‘Satpuda’ ranges in the north,
‘Satmala’ in the South and central Part is occupied by Tapi basin with its major tributeries like Panzhara, Burai and
Arunawati.

PHYSIOGRAPHY:

Most part of the Sakri and Dhule Tahasil is occupied by Dhanora and Galana hills. Hanuman is the highest peak on
Galana hills, Kondaibari and Laling bari are minor ghats in the district. ‘Babakuvar’ is the highest peak in Shirpur
Tahasil (811 M.) Bijasan Ghatis the North East of Shirpur Tahsil. Central and Eastern part of
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district is occupied by fertile plain. Shindkheda, Shirpur and Dhule Tashil are included in central fertile plain.
(Fig. 1)
DRAINAGE:

Tapi is the major river in the study area. It enters from Jalgaon District and flows from East to West.

Aner and Arunavati are the major tributaries join from Western bank, where as Panzara, Burai, Amaravati Join to the
Tapi from the southern bank. Panzara is the largest tributary of the river Tapi. Therefore most part of the Dhule District is
made fertile by the tributaries of Tapi river. The river Tapi not only discourages human concentration on its bank but also
erodes both the bank heavily. The force and velocity of water is considerable resulting in deep entrenched valet leaving
the banks very high. Sometimes the river banks are 20 to 30 meter high. The river banks are characterized by gully
erosion and badland development is observed at several places. (Fig. 2)
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