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Parents, neighbourhood and peers play a powerful predictor in the life of youth. They not only shape the personality, promote 
their education, career and family life but also prevent them from disruptive behaviours. The perceived social support system 
of parents, neighbourhood elders and peer group is measured in this descriptive study from the rural youth selected through 
systematic random sampling method. Parental and other adults and peer group support system are perceived at a higher level.

Integrating youth in developmental process gained importance since the declaration of International Year of Youth in August 
2010, by United Nations; which proclaimed that all the sectors of the society is encouraged to work in partnership with youth 
and youth organizations to better understand their needs and concerns and to recognize their contributions in society. 
Interestingly; youth demographic trend globally showed a declining of youth population in developed countries and an 
increase in developing countries (IMF, 2011).

The study was carried out in Dindigul District of Tamilnadu. The district has three revenue divisions namely Dindigul, Palani 
and Kodaikkanal. The sample for the present study was selected from Dindigul division which has four blocks namely; 
Dindigul, Nilakkottai, Athoor and Natham. Among these Thottanuthu, Vakkampatti, and Koovanoothu Panchayat in Dindigul 
block, Shanarpatti, Thavasimadai and Vembarpatti in Natham block and Ambathurai and Athoor Panchayats in Athoor Block 
are selected at random for the study. In the selected panchayats; 15 villages were selected at random and 20 male youth in the 
age category of 18-30 years were selected from each of the selected villages using systematic random sampling method. s.

Youth perceived parental support doesn't vary due to type of family. The proportion of youth perceived parental and other 
adult support is same at 78 percent for both joint and nuclear families. Youth perceived parental support significantly 
decreased when there are more number of siblings in the family (four and above). The Chi Square Test of significance shows 
the association between number of siblings and perceived parental supports are significant. The results show that more the 
number of siblings lesser the perceived parental and other adults support.

Globalized economy has severely affected rural areas and especially the youth in rural areas. The youth in rural areas are left 
with no other option than basing their future carrier on academics. This has let rural youth for jobs migration and brought life 
style change. It causes decline of young agricultural labourers in the villages, breaking of joint families, abandoned parents and 
elders in the rural areas. All these and more affect the youngsters who are adolescence and aspiring. There is panic,uncertainty 
and risk behaviours like substance abuse and premarital sex among rural youth. 
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