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Studies on freshwater free living protozoa has been proved to be important in their applications as bioindicator species, 
biomonitoring agents in wastewater treatments and defining the climatic and paleoclimatic conditions. Biodiversity of free -
living freshwater protozoa has been studied from water bodies around Wai Dist. Satara which is important part of Western 
Ghats of Maharashtra. Protozoan biodiversity in freshwater bodies around Wai (Dist Satara, M.S. India) was investigated.

The geographical location of Wai can be stated as Latitude 17° 57' N and Longitude 73° 56' E. It is in the district Satara of State 
Maharashtra. It has an average elevation of 718 metres (2355 feet). Its average rainfall is 965mm /year with an average 
rainfall of 994 mm during last 10 years. It is surrounded by the mountainous region of the Sahyâdris of Western Ghats of India. 
The Dhom Dam has been constructed in the vicinity of Wai about 06 km away. (Wikipedia; the encyclopaedia). 

 For the collection of freshwater free living protozoa water samples along with some waterweeds, algae, bottom ooze and 
flocculent matter arising out of washing waterweeds and aquatic plants brought to the laboratory and stored in wide mouthed 
specimen jars made of glass. Then observed for occurrence of protozoa under low and high power of compound microscope. 
The presence of the these testate amoebae and progressive / retrogressive changes were recorded within the month of the 
collection of the sample with the help of good quality compound research microscope at 10x10, 10x45 and 
10x100magnifications.

In total 96 protozoa species were identified. Of these, Mastigophora (21 species) given in Table 1, followed by Sarcodina (36 
species) given in Table 2, the majority (39 species) given in Table 3, belong to the Ciliophora. Most of the protozoans were 
photographed under Trinocular microscope at 40X x 2MP. And are illustrated in separate plates

Must have to add conclusion
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