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METHODS & MATERIALS:
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REFERENCES:
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According to Lyons (1977:270-4), the whole vocabulary of a language is structured through semantic relations. They are 
linguistically termed as sense relations. And the entire vocabulary may be explained through the different types of sense 
relations such as synonymy, hyponymy, binary opposition, non–binary opposition, part-whole relations, and so on. Most of the 
vocabularies show the relations of identity hold between two or more vocabulary items. Such a kind of vocabularies is 
included under the relations of synonymy. Many of the vocabularies are semantically related words that show contrast either 
between two words or more than two. 

The tirukkuRaL, as the masterpiece of tiruvaLLuvar, which seems to be a mini-work in size, but contains 133 chapters on 
different aspects of life, and each chapter consists of ten couplets. Each couplet is called kuRal-venba, which is one of the basic 
meters of Tamil prosody. It has been broadly divided into three parts, of which the first deals with  aram (virtue) the moral 
value of human life, the second discusses porul (wealth) that refers to socio-economic values of life, and the third on inpam 
(love), which depicts the psychological values of life. There are 38 chapters in the first part, 70 chapters in the second part, and 
25 chapters in the third part. In the third part, Thiruvalluvar plays the role of creative artist. But in the first two parts, we find 
Thiruvalluvar as a moral philosopher and political scientist. 

As far as the methodology is concerned, the method of introspection is needed to probe the subjective contents of 
consciousness, because the main object of this study is qualitative mental phenomena as they exist in awareness. Further, 
it is oriented with phenomenology of conceptual content and its structure in language which comes under the cognitive 

semantics. Hence, the researchers in the field of linguistics as a scientific study go to where meaning is located. 

The concept of synonymy and its types have been discussed, so far, on the basis of the components of the lexical meaning that is 
semantic content of the word and also context dependent approach or substitutability without difference in meaning. They 
are essential for the complete understanding of the concept of synonymy. All types of synonymous words like absolute 
synonyms, near synonyms, partial synonyms and total synonyms are found in tirukkuRaL. 

?Charles w. Kreidler, 2006 Introducing English Semantics, Routledge, New York.
?Cruse,D.A.1990, Language mean and sense: semantics In Collinge 1990: 139-72.
?Cruse, D.A., 1986, Lexical Semantics, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 
?Cruse, D.A.1986, Lexical Semantics, Cambridge University press.
?Lyons. John, 1963, Structural Semantics, Oxford Blackwell.
?___ 1968, Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics, Cambridge University press,    Cambridge.
?____ 1963, Structural Semantics, Oxford: Blackwell. 

 

 Data Sources:
For the present study, the data have been randomly collected from the primary source text tirukkuRaL and also from 

other source books namely tirukkuRaL tiRavu kool written by Dr M Mangaiyarkkarasi, THIRUKKURAL (Tamil- English 
Version) by Rev. G U Pope, Rev. W H Drew, and Rev. John Lazaras, and so on.
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