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Here are a few basic steps to take to craft an interesting, informative article.

1.Get to know your audience. Decide who you need to write for before proceeding with planning or writing an article. Identify the needs of 
your readership. What do your readers need to know? How does your own knowledge matchup against the information they need? This will 
be the easiest way for you to find a topic to write about
2.Be unique. If you are writing an article about something that other people are also writing about, try to be unique in how you approach the 
material
3.Be passionate. You should care about the topic you choose to write about. Your enthusiasm will show in your writing and it will be much 
more engaging for your readers

1.Learn the basics. Get the general explanation of whatever you are trying to write about. This will give you a basic framework for what to look 
for as you research. 
2. Find reliable sources. Now that you know what to look for, research your topic. You can use the internet, a library, conduct interviews, watch 
documentaries, or whatever you feel is appropriate to teach you everything you need to know about your topic. Be an expert!
3.Get different types of material. During your research, look for material that isn’t text. This can be used or altered to add to your article. 

1.Decide your length. Does this article have a word count? Do you need to fill a certain number of pages? Consider what type of content you’re 
writing about and how much space that can fill, as well as how much needs to be written in order to cover the topic adequately, before 
proceeding with writing your article.
2.Outline your article. Before you begin formal writing, you will want to outline your article.
3.Edit your work. Before you submit your work, you will want to do some editing and revision. If time allows, wait for a day or two before 
editing
4.Respect the rights of other writers. If you are using information from an external source, be sure to cite the source at the bottom of the 
article. 
5.Submit your work. When you’ve finished, submit your work in the appropriate manner.
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Decentralised governance has been seen as an important platform that facilitates better decision-making at the level of local 
government. It is also an experiment in the devolution of powers to the government at the regional level by different countries, 
particularly developing ones, such as India, where the decentralisation experiment has been termed successful (Besley et al. 
2006)3.

This chapter reviews the literature on elite or programme capture. Much of the literature on elite capture focuses on situations 
where elite capture takes place and its implications on the lives of the poor, although some studies such as Platteau and 
Gaspart (2003) look at the measurement aspects.

The study objectives have been analysed in the specific context of Karnataka. This sate has been a pioneer in decentralised 
governance and one of the best states in terms of democratic decentralisation. 

We selected the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and Housing Schemes 
implemented by grama panchayats to examine elite or programme capture in India. Budget documents suggest that these are 
important programmes in terms of budget allocation to these two schemes to total budget of PRIs. Funds for housing are 
provided to GPs, while those earmarked to rural programms. 

The literature review shows that the elite have superior social, political and economic status, but this seems to be changing; 
the new elite need not come from higher socio-economic backgrounds or be part of the local government. Because of this 
superior status the elite have considerable influence on the development process – the selection of beneficiaries for anti- 
poverty programmes, providing resources, determining the locations of development, etc. In elite capture, the elites shape 
development processes and appropriate development resources for private gain.
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