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This paper analyses the changing patterns of Indo-France relations and traces issues of conflict and 
cooperation, and continuity and change between the two countries. It argues that although France's 
traditional-cultural relations with pre-independent India had been good, diplomatic and political 
relations during the entire Cold War period were far from being friendly.

India and France have come a long way and their cooperation and coordination in the fields of economy, 
science and technology including nuclear power, defence, culture and other spheres must be seen within 
the context of their common quest for achieve a just and viable multipolar world order. Indo-French 
cooperation in the defence field has a long history. 
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