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The Self Help Group and its Bank linkage programme has assumed a pivotal role in the process of 
empowerment of women both socially and economically. At the same time various researchers and 
authors have glorified the SHG movement as the ultimate path for empowerment of women.

The “defining event” in the building of a financial architecture in India was the nationalisation of the 
commercial banks. Significant progress was made in terms of coverage of the rural population by formal 
credit institutions with nearly 70% of all commercial bank branches and approximately 100000 co-
operative outlets at present operating in rural India. 

The study is confined to two blocks of the district of Ranchi among 18 blocks. These blocks are namely : 
Block Chanho and Block Ratu. The population of Chanho block is 1.07 lacs with 18989 households. 
Similarly, the population of Ratu block is 0.76 lacs comprising of 14454 households. 

It is generally believed that that the success of any SHG programme is best measured by its continued 
growth and its ability to keep clients and also the latter's ability to repay their loan. (Titmus,1962). 

Self help groups are definitely complimentary to the Governments role in the area of empowerment of 
women. However, it all depends on the demanding reasons for the formation of such groups. In the 
absence of homogeneity of cause, status, income level and aspirations such groups may not add anything 
to the society. 
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