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In ancient days, only a famous Siva temple was considered as a suitable venue for the conduct of the 
ordeal.  It was because Lord Siva was reputed to be the ferocious deity. Thus ordeals were conducted in 
Siva temples like those of   Kartigappalli and Cengannur. 

The date of introduction of the ordeal in Travancore is one of the most difficult problems to settle. On the 
one hand, tradition claims that it was instituted in the Suchindram temple at a very ancient period.
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