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 Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) was first diagnosed in the United States (US) in 1981; over 90% of all infected 
cases occur in developing countries and the number of cases is increasing every year.  AIDS can provoke irrational emotions 
and fears in health care and had called for a national response in terms of both HIV prevention and care.

The World Health Organization’s report on the role of HIV-related medical education in the South Asia region has also 
underscored the importance of including training in sensitivity, communication skills, and the development of compassionate 
attitudes  toward HIV infected patients in the medical curricula .

In this present cross-sectional study, the newly admitted students of the Medical College were enrolled as study subjects. The 
students were of first semester of three consecutive year’s i.e., of In every year 100 students were admitted in the first year. The 
students not present on the day of data collection were excluded from the study. Therefore, the total numbers of students 
enrolled in the study were 257 the study is conducted in karnataka state. 

 All the students who were present on the day of data collection were included in our study and have completed the 
questionnaire. The mean age of the study population was 18.5 (range 17 – 21 years). In our study, it was observed that all the 
students have heard the name of HIV/AIDS and they have correct knowledge of the causative agent i.e; disease is caused by a 
virus name Human Immunodeficiency Virus.

People living with HIV in India often experience discrimination while receiving health care. Inadequate knowledge and fear of 
HIV infected people have been identified as a serious problem among health care professionals considering themselves to be 
at risk of contracting the infection in India. 
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