
Saivism and Vaishnavism revived remarkably under the Nayaks 
of Madurai. The Hindus developed and patronised the temple 
architecture in noted centres like Tiruttani, Kanchi, Srirangam, 
Tanjore, Kumbakonam, Madurai, Ramaeswaram etc. New 
temples were also built and old temples were renovated.The 
Nayak rulers did a lot for the growth of Saivism. The Saivites 
were of two sects, Pasupathas and Kalamukhas. Pasupathas 
had a large gathering in those days. Among them were Vaidika 
Pasupathas and Avaidika Pasupathas.
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Besides, during the Nayak period a clash between the two schools of Vadagalai and Thengalai 
broke out regarding their ideology. Regarding the doctrine of salvation, the Vadagalai school held that self 
effort was necessary for the salvation and the Thengalai school held that self-effort was not necessary and 
the grace of God was spontaneous and overflowing. 
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