Vol 6 Issue 5 Nov 2016 ISSN No :2231-5063

International Multidisciplinary
Research Journal

Gelden Researdh
Thre

Chief Editor
Dr.Tukaram Narayan Shinde

Associate Editor

Publisher _ Dr.Rajani Dalvi
Mrs.Laxmi Ashok Yakkaldevi

Honorary
Mr.Ashok Yakkaldevi



RNI MAHMUL/2011/38595

Welcome to GRT

ISSN No.2231-5063

Golden Research Thoughts Journal is a multidisciplinary research journal, published monthly in English,
Hindi & Marathi Language. All research papers submitted to the journal will be double - blind peer reviewed
referred by members of the editorial board.Readers will include investigator in universities, research institutes
government and industry with research interest in the general subjects.

Dr. T. Manichander

International Advisory Board

Kamani Perera
Regional Center For Strategic Studies, Sri
Lanka

Janaki Sinnasamy
Librarian, University of Malaya

Romona Mihaila
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Delia Serbescu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest,

Romania

Anurag Misra
DBS College, Kanpur

Titus PopPhD, Partium Christian
University, Oradea,Romania

Pratap Vyamktrao Naikwade

Regional Editor

Mohammad Hailat
Dept. of Mathematical Sciences,
University of South Carolina Aiken

Abdullah Sabbagh
Engineering Studies, Sydney

Ecaterina Patrascu
Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

Loredana Bosca
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Fabricio Moraes de Almeida
Federal University of Rondonia, Brazil

George - Calin SERITAN

Faculty of Philosophy and Socio-Political
Sciences Al. I. Cuza University, lasi

Editorial Board

Iresh Swami

ASP College Devrukh,Ratnagiri,MS India Ex - VC. Solapur University, Solapur

R. R. Patil
Head Geology Department Solapur
University,Solapur

Rama Bhosale
Prin. and Jt. Director Higher Education,
Panvel

Salve R. N.
Department of Sociology, Shivaji
University,Kolhapur

Govind P. Shinde
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Distance
Education Center, Navi Mumbai

Chakane Sanjay Dnyaneshwar
Arts, Science & Commerce College,
Indapur, Pune

Awadhesh Kumar Shirotriya
Secretary,Play India Play,Meerut(U.P.)

N.S. Dhaygude
Ex. Prin. Dayanand College, Solapur

Narendra Kadu
Jt. Director Higher Education, Pune

K. M. Bhandarkar
Praful Patel College of Education, Gondia

Sonal Singh
Vikram University, Ujjain

G. P. Patankar

Hasan Baktir
English Language and Literature
Department, Kayseri

Ghayoor Abbas Chotana
Dept of Chemistry, Lahore University of
Management Sciences[PK]

Anna Maria Constantinovici
AL. I. Cuza University, Romania

Ilie Pintea,
Spiru Haret University, Romania

Xiaohua Yang
PhD, USA

Rajendra Shendge
Director, B.C.U.D. Solapur University,
Solapur

R. R. Yalikar
Director Managment Institute, Solapur

Umesh Rajderkar
Head Humanities & Social Science
YCMOU,Nashik

S. R. Pandya
Head Education Dept. Mumbai University,
Mumbai

Alka Darshan Shrivastava

S. D. M. Degree College, Honavar, Karnataka Shaskiya Snatkottar Mahavidyalaya, Dhar

Maj. S. Bakhtiar Choudhary
Director,Hyderabad AP India.

S.Parvathi Devi
Ph.D.-University of Allahabad

Sonal Singh,
Vikram University, Ujjain

Address:-Ashok Yakkaldevi 258/34, Raviwar Peth, Solapur - 413 005 Maharashtra, India

Cell : 9595 359 435, Ph No: 02172372010 Email: ayisrj@yahoo.in Website: www.aygrt.isrj.org

Rahul Shriram Sudke
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

S.KANNAN
Annamalai University, TN

Satish Kumar Kalhotra
Maulana Azad National Urdu University



ISSN: 2231-5063

Impact Factor :4.6052(UIF)

SBb  Golden Research Thoughts

Volume - 6 | Issue - 5 | November - 2016

COGNITIVE STYLES AMONG RURAL AND URBAN
ADOLESCENTS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY

Dr. Neeta Gupta

Associate Professor , Department of Psychology,

D AV (PG) College .

ABSTRACT
e present study has tried to
explore cognitive style of rural
and urban adolescents. For
this data was collected on 100
adolescents equally divided into
rurals(50) and urbans(50) and they
were further divided inti two equal
parts on the basis of theif
gender.Cognitive Style of the
adolescents was measured by using
Cognitive Style Inventory by
Jha(2011). The results have revealed
some significant findings suggesting
that boys reported more intuitive
styles than girls while girls were found
to score significantly higher on
Integrative and Undifferentiated
style. Urban adolescents were found
to use Split style significantly more
than rural adolescents.

KEYWORDS:Rural, Urban, Adoles-
cents and Cognitive Style.

INTRODUCTION:

Cognitive Style is a term used to
describe the way individualsthink,
perceive and remember information.
Coghnitive Style refers to the prefered
way an individual processes informa-
tion. Unlike individual differences in
abilities which describe peak
performence, styles describe a
person’s typical mode of thinking,
remembering or problem solving.

Cognitive style may be defined as an
individual’s consistent approach of
organizing and processing informa
tion during thinking (Riding &
Smith,2002). The cognitive
characteristics involved in a relatively
field-dependent or field-indepen
dent cognitive style and the personal
characteristics associated with these
contrasting styles have been shown
to playarolein students’selection of
electives and majors, in vocational
preferences they experience early in
life(Witkin,2014).

The present study has tried to explore
the difference between the thinking,
behaving and remembering style of
urban and rural adolescents as both

a solution;that best resolves the
issue!

the groups belong to comple-
tly different background
having totally different values
and geographical back
grounds.

It can be supposed that
younger people use different
ways to interpret, think and
solve the problems and they
might be more strongly
influenced by others views as
they have less social stakes
and experiences and are
more easily influenced. . So,
the present study has tried to
explore the cognitive styles of
the new generation ie
adolescents.

Adolescence is a stage of
Storms and Stresses. It is a
phase of rapid growth and
development during which
physical, sexual and emotio-
nal changes occur.

The period of adolescence is
of supreme importance in the
life of human. It is the period

‘,_

Cognitive styles — Refer to the preferred way an individual
process of information
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in which a person gets physical, emotional and mental maturity(Gupta & Srivastava,2016). Adolescence is the
time when the individual is expected to prepare for adulthood by replacing the childish attitude and behaviour
pattern with those of an adult type( Gupta,2009).The process of coping with all these things generate anxiety
among adolescents(Gupta & Joshi,2013) and they for their convenience start interpreting and rationalizing the
things on experiential basis.So, it might be interesting to explore the cognitive styles of this period.

So, the present study has tried to explore it in relation to geographical condition and gender of the
respondents.

METHODOLOGY

Objectives:

1.To explore Cognitive Style of the Ruraland Urban adolescents.
2.Toexplore gender differencesin the Cognitive Styles of the respondents.

Hypotheses:
1.There will be significant difference between Cognitive Styles of Rural and Urban adolescents.
2 There will be significant gender differences in Cognitive Styles of the respondents.

Design:

The present study has utilized a 2x2 factorial design to conceptualize the study and analyze the data. One
variable being geographical condition of the respondents which was divided into two parts ie rural and urban
and anothervariable being gender of the respondents divided into males and females.

Tools;

Cognitive Style Inventory by Praveen ,J.(2011)was used to measure cognitive styles of the respondents.
This scale measures Cognitive Style through 40 questions. Each question has 5-point rating scale ranging from
‘Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree’. The scale measures 5 types of cognitive styles. They are;
1. Systematic style 2. Intuitive style 3. Integrated style 4. Undifferentiated style and 5. Split style

Sample:

The data for the present study was collected on 100 adolescents equally divided into rurals (50) and
urbans (50) . They were further divided equally into two parts on the basis of their gender(Rural=50 M=25.F=25
and Urban=50 M=50 F=50).

Statistical- Analysis:
The data was analyzed using Mean, SD and ANOVAs.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION:
Theresults obtained are discussed as under;

1.Cognitive Stylesamong Rural and Urban Adolescents:

As it is evident from the inspection of TABLE-2 that no dimensions of Cognitive Styles was found to be
significant. This result rejects the first hypothesis of the study suggesting that there will be significant difference
between Cognitive Styles of Rural and Urban adolescents.

This result also suggests that rural and urban adolescents do not differ significantly in using different
cognitive styles. They use same systematic,intuitive,integrated,undifferentiated and split styles of thinking and
remembering.The reson may be attributed to the fact that nowadays the geographical conditions are changing
rapidly and due to advanced information technologies the regional barriers have no significant impact on the
thinking and remembering styles of the adolescents. Both the groups due to their exposure to advanced
technologies perceive, think, slove problems, learn and relate to others equally.
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2.Gender differencesin Cognitive Styles:

As it is evident from the inspection of Table-2 that few dimensions of Cognitive Styles were found to be
significant. The significant gender differnces were found in use of Intuitive Style , Integrative Style and
Undifferentiated styles of cognitive thinking. These results partially support the second hypothesis of the study
thatthere will be significant gender differences in Cognitive Styles of the respondents.

As it is evident from the inspection of Table-1 that boys reported more intuitive styles than girls which
means that the boys reported to use more unpredictable ordering of analytical steps when solving a problem
while girls were found to score significantly higher on Integrative and Undifferentiated style. These results have
suggested that girls were found to change their cognitive style more quickly and easily andtheywere notableto
distinguish or differentiate between the two style extremes more often than boys. These gender differncesin the
cognitive styles may be attributed to the child rearing practices. The girls are trainedto think in more predictable
and organized way than the boys. All the informations gathered from the environment makes the schema of the
child. A schema is a cognitively organized network of associations that is readily available to help guide an
individual’s perception and thinking. Gender schema acts as a guide or standard for consistent behavior in a
given scenario.Therefore, the ideathat once the child has developed basic knowledge on gender behaviors they
will begin to construct gender schemas. This is acquired first through the basic understanding of gender-specific
roles. In order words, the child learns the contents of the society, things that are related to their own and the
opposite sex, and incorporates it into their gender schemas. The child then learns to apply the appropriate
attributes respectively to the right gender by selectively using this knowledge to conceptualize their own
actions. Hence, categorizing how they should performand interpret various situations by molding their
capabilities to match the schematic labels (Bem 1981).

Cognitive style is made up of the information processing methods of an individual. It is not focused on
the specific decisions that a person makes but the mental processes that are used to make the decisions. These
different mental processes may lead to significant gender differences in the cognitive style of the adolescents.

CONCLUSION:

The results of the present study have a potential for developing different cognitive styles which can be
fruitful for the healthy personality and societal development. The results show light on how rural and urbans
perceive and interpret the situations and how males and females differ in their ways of perceiving, thinking and
interpreting things.The findings of the study are potentially important when it comes to the implementation of
social programmes aimed at children. There is a lot of researches needed to eliminate the gender differences in
the process of thinking and perceiving.Boys and girls ,both should be equally competent in all the cognitive styles
used by them. People should know about what, why and how they are doing something rather than doing
everything blindly and that will lead the next generation in a better logical life.
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Table:1 Mean & SD on all dimensions of Cognitive Style

Gender Urban Rural Total

1 Cognitive Style Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD
Boys 73.32 14.03 60.76 17.59 67.04 15.81
Girls 96.48 15.15 69.6 15.81 83.04 15.67
Total 84.9 14.92 65.18 16.7

2 Intuitive style
Boys 75.28 12.64 65.72 18.96 70.5 16.2
Girls 70.72 19.87 59.68 15.35 60.12 17.61
Total 73.01 16.25 60.7 17.01

3 Integrated Style
Boys 65.2 13.15 70.24 11.24 65.22 12.15
Girls 71.19 18.15 65.11 13.4 68.51 14.9
Total 65.1 11.55 68.21 12.11

4 Undifferenciated Style
Boys 73.32 14.03 60.76 15.12 67.04 14.23
Girls 75.28 12.64 65.72 12.28 72.53 12.52
Total 74.3 13.33 63.24 13.7

5 Slpit Style
Boys 86.48 14.69 69.6 15.35 77.54 14.79
Girls 70.72 19.87 48.56 15.39 59.64 17.8
Total 76.6 17.73 59.1 15.36

Table-2: Summary ANOVA on all the dimensions of Cognitive Style

Cognitive Styles F-Values Significance
1. Systematic Style

Group 1.79 NS
Gender 1.19 NS

GpxG 0.23 NS
2.Intuitive Style

Group 1.79 NS
Gender 6.23 Significant
GpxG 0.89 NS
3.Integrative Style

Group 0.04 NS
Gender 7.27 Significant
GpxG 1.73 NS
4.Undifferentiated Style

Group 1.01 NS
Gender 29.07 Significant
GpxG 2.11 NS

5.5plit Style

Group 3.08 NS
Gender 1.37 NS

GPXG 1.85 NS
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