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ABSTRACT 
Contemporary society is experiencing rapid social, 

economic, technological, political, and cultural transformations 
that have created new opportunities as well as complex social 
challenges. Issues such as poverty, unemployment, social 
inequality, gender discrimination, caste-based exclusion, 
migration, population growth, family transformation, digital 
inequality, environmental degradation, climate change, and access 
to education and healthcare continue to influence people's quality 
of life. The rapid expansion of digital technology and social media 
has transformed communication, employment, education, and 
social relationships, while also creating concerns related to privacy, misinformation, cyber risks, and social 
isolation. Globalization and economic change have further influenced cultural values, employment patterns, 
consumption, and patterns of social mobility. Contemporary social issues affect different sections of society 
differently, particularly women, children, youth, older persons, economically disadvantaged groups, and 
socially marginalized communities. The study examines major contemporary social issues, their underlying 
causes, social consequences, and implications for social development. It emphasizes the importance of social 
awareness, inclusive policies, education, gender equality, technological responsibility, environmental 
sustainability, and community participation. Addressing contemporary social issues requires coordinated 
efforts from governments, educational institutions, civil society, communities, and individuals to promote 
social justice, equality, human dignity, and sustainable development. 
 
KEYWORDS: Contemporary Social Issues, Social Inequality, Poverty, Unemployment, Gender Inequality, Social 
Exclusion, Caste Discrimination, Migration, Globalization, Digital Divide, Social Media, Environmental 
Degradation, Climate Change, Education, Healthcare, Youth Issues, Family Transformation, Human Rights, 
Social Justice, Sustainable Development. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Contemporary society is undergoing rapid and continuous transformation due to globalization, 
technological development, urbanization, economic restructuring, demographic changes, and changing 
cultural values. These transformations have created new opportunities for social and economic 
development, but they have also generated complex social problems that affect individuals, families, 
communities, and institutions. Contemporary social issues are therefore an important area of study for 
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understanding the changing nature of society and the challenges faced by different social groups. Poverty 
and unemployment continue to be major concerns in many societies. Economic inequalities have created 
significant differences in access to income, education, healthcare, housing, employment, and other essential 
resources. While economic growth and technological development have improved living conditions for 
many people, their benefits are not always equally distributed. Economically disadvantaged populations 
may continue to experience insecurity, limited opportunities, and social exclusion. 

Gender inequality remains another significant contemporary issue. Women and girls may face 
discrimination in education, employment, wages, property ownership, political participation, and decision-
making. At the same time, changing gender roles, women's education, employment, and participation in 
public life are transforming traditional family and social relationships. Issues related to violence against 
women, work-life balance, and equal opportunities remain important areas of concern. Caste, class, ethnic, 
and other forms of social discrimination also continue to influence social relationships and access to 
opportunities. Although modernization and legal reforms have contributed to social change, forms of 
exclusion and unequal access to resources may persist. Social justice therefore requires policies and 
institutions that promote equality, dignity, inclusion, and equal participation. 

Technological development has introduced another set of contemporary social issues. Digital 
platforms, social media, artificial intelligence, and online services have transformed communication, 
education, employment, business, and social interaction. However, unequal access to digital technologies 
has created a digital divide. Concerns related to privacy, misinformation, cybercrime, online harassment, 
excessive technology use, and the responsible use of digital platforms have also become increasingly 
important. Environmental degradation and climate change represent major challenges for contemporary 
society. Pollution, deforestation, water scarcity, loss of biodiversity, extreme weather events, and changing 
climatic conditions affect human health, livelihoods, food security, and economic stability. Vulnerable 
communities are often disproportionately affected by environmental problems, making environmental 
sustainability an important dimension of social justice. 

Migration and urbanization have also changed the structure of families, communities, and labour 
markets. People migrate in search of education, employment, security, and better living conditions. 
Migration can provide economic opportunities, but it may also create challenges related to housing, 
employment security, social integration, family separation, and access to public services. Contemporary 
social issues also include changing family structures, ageing populations, youth-related concerns, mental 
well-being, access to quality education and healthcare, and the changing nature of work. These issues 
demonstrate that social problems are interconnected with economic, cultural, technological, political, and 
environmental processes. 

Therefore, understanding contemporary social issues requires a multidimensional approach. 
Effective responses should promote social equality, inclusive development, quality education, employment 
opportunities, gender justice, digital responsibility, environmental sustainability, and protection of human 
rights. Cooperation among governments, educational institutions, civil society organizations, communities, 
and individuals is essential for creating a more inclusive, equitable, and sustainable society. 

 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:  
Aim: 

The main aim of the study is to examine major contemporary social issues and understand their 
causes, consequences, and impact on individuals, families, communities, and society as a whole. 
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Objectives: 
1. To identify and examine major social issues affecting contemporary society. 
2. To study the causes and consequences of poverty, unemployment, and economic inequality. 
3. To examine the impact of caste, class, gender, and other forms of social inequality and exclusion. 
4. To analyse contemporary issues related to women, children, youth, and elderly people. 
5. To examine the changing nature of family, marriage, social relationships, and community life. 
6. To study the impact of globalization, urbanization, migration, and economic transformation on society. 
7. To examine the role of digital technology and social media in contemporary social life. 
8. To analyse issues related to the digital divide, privacy, misinformation, cybercrime, and responsible 

technology use. 
9. To examine environmental degradation, climate change, pollution, and other emerging environmental 

challenges. 
10. To study contemporary challenges related to education, healthcare, employment, and social security. 
11. To examine the impact of contemporary social issues on vulnerable and marginalized sections of 

society. 
12. To suggest appropriate measures and policy approaches for promoting social justice, equality, 

inclusion, human rights, and sustainable social development. 
 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE:  

The study of contemporary social issues has attracted considerable attention from sociologists, 
economists, political scientists, development scholars, and other social science researchers. Existing 
literature demonstrates that contemporary social problems are closely associated with changes in 
economic structures, social institutions, technology, globalization, urbanization, demographic patterns, and 
environmental conditions. The literature provides important theoretical and empirical perspectives for 
understanding inequality, social exclusion, changing family structures, gender relations, migration, 
technological transformation, and environmental challenges. Sociological studies of social change have 
emphasized that societies continuously transform in response to modernization, industrialization, 
urbanization, and technological development. Srinivas’s work on social change in India provides an 
important framework for understanding how traditional social structures interact with modern 
institutions and values. His analysis demonstrates that social transformation can create new forms of 
mobility and opportunity while existing inequalities may continue in modified forms. 

Béteille’s studies of caste, class, and inequality provide significant insights into social stratification. 
His work demonstrates that economic resources, social status, caste position, and political power influence 
patterns of inequality. Contemporary studies continue to show that social exclusion can affect access to 
education, employment, healthcare, political participation, and other opportunities, particularly among 
disadvantaged groups. The literature on poverty and human development has broadened the 
understanding of deprivation beyond income. Sen’s capability approach emphasizes the importance of 
people's real opportunities to achieve education, health, employment, freedom, and a dignified life. This 
perspective is particularly relevant to contemporary social issues because economic growth alone does not 
necessarily eliminate inequality or improve the well-being of all sections of society. 

Research on gender and social development has highlighted the continuing importance of gender 
inequality. Studies demonstrate that women may experience unequal access to education, employment, 
wages, property, healthcare, and political participation. At the same time, women's increasing participation 
in education, employment, entrepreneurship, and public institutions has contributed to changing gender 
roles and family relationships. The literature emphasizes women's empowerment and equal opportunities 
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as essential elements of social development. Migration and urbanization have also received considerable 
attention in contemporary social research. Existing studies indicate that migration is influenced by 
employment opportunities, education, economic insecurity, environmental pressures, and changing 
aspirations. Migration can improve household income and social mobility, but it may also create challenges 
related to housing, employment security, social integration, family separation, and access to public services. 
The rapid development of information and communication technologies has generated an expanding body 
of literature on the digital divide. Researchers have examined differences in access to digital devices, 
internet connectivity, digital literacy, and online services. While digital technologies can improve education, 
employment, financial inclusion, healthcare, and communication, unequal access may reinforce existing 
social and economic inequalities. Recent literature also addresses misinformation, privacy, cybercrime, 
online harassment, and the social effects of excessive digital engagement. 

Environmental sociology and development studies have increasingly focused on climate change, 
pollution, resource depletion, environmental degradation, and environmental inequality. The literature 
indicates that environmental problems have significant social consequences because vulnerable 
populations often have fewer resources to cope with environmental risks. Climate change can affect 
livelihoods, health, migration, food security, and economic stability, making environmental sustainability 
an important component of contemporary social policy. Studies of family and social institutions indicate 
that globalization, urbanization, education, migration, and changing employment patterns are transforming 
traditional family structures and interpersonal relationships. Changes in marriage patterns, household 
arrangements, women's employment, ageing, and intergenerational relationships have created both 
opportunities and new social challenges. 

 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:  

The present study adopts a descriptive and analytical research methodology to examine major 
contemporary social issues and their causes, consequences, and effects on individuals, families, 
communities, and society. The study focuses on issues such as poverty, unemployment, social inequality, 
gender discrimination, caste-based exclusion, migration, changing family structures, digital inequality, 
environmental problems, access to education and healthcare, and emerging social challenges. The study 
uses both primary and secondary sources of data. Primary data may be collected through structured 
questionnaires, personal interviews, group discussions, and direct observations. Respondents may include 
individuals from different age groups, occupations, educational backgrounds, and socio-economic 
categories. Secondary data are collected from books, research journals, academic articles, government 
reports, Census publications, statistical reports, policy documents, and reports published by national and 
international organizations. 

A sample survey approach can be used to understand people's experiences and perceptions 
regarding contemporary social problems. Appropriate sampling techniques such as random, stratified, or 
purposive sampling may be adopted according to the objectives and geographical scope of the research. 
Particular attention can be given to women, youth, economically disadvantaged groups, marginalized 
communities, and other vulnerable sections. The study examines variables such as income, employment, 
education, healthcare access, gender, social status, migration, digital access, family structure, 
environmental conditions, and participation in social and political institutions. Quantitative data can be 
analysed using percentages, averages, tables, charts, and comparative analysis, while qualitative 
information from interviews and observations can be analysed thematically to understand people's 
experiences, attitudes, and perceptions. The methodology also adopts an interdisciplinary approach, as 
contemporary social issues are influenced by economic, political, cultural, technological, demographic, and 
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environmental factors. Relationships between different issues are examined; for example, the study may 
analyse how unemployment influences migration, how digital inequality affects educational opportunities, 
or how poverty and social exclusion affect access to healthcare. The study maintains appropriate ethical 
standards, including voluntary participation, informed responses, confidentiality, and responsible use of 
collected information. The research also recognizes that contemporary social conditions vary across 
regions and social groups, and therefore findings should be interpreted in relation to the specific 
population and geographical context studied. 

The study may face limitations related to sample size, geographical coverage, availability of reliable 
data, respondents' willingness to provide information, time constraints, and the rapidly changing nature of 
contemporary social issues. Despite these limitations, the combination of quantitative and qualitative 
methods provides a comprehensive framework for examining contemporary social issues and their 
implications for social justice, equality, human well-being, and sustainable development. 

 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM:  

Contemporary society is undergoing rapid economic, technological, cultural, demographic, and 
environmental changes. Although these transformations have created new opportunities for development 
and social mobility, they have also produced complex social problems that affect individuals, families, 
communities, and institutions. Poverty, unemployment, economic inequality, gender discrimination, caste 
and social exclusion, migration, changing family structures, environmental degradation, and unequal access 
to education and healthcare remain important concerns. The problem is further complicated by the 
unequal distribution of social and economic resources. Different sections of society do not have equal 
access to quality education, employment, healthcare, housing, technology, financial resources, and 
opportunities for participation. Women, children, youth, older persons, economically weaker groups, and 
socially marginalized communities may experience greater vulnerability and exclusion. 

Technological development has introduced both opportunities and new challenges. Digital 
technologies and social media have transformed communication, education, employment, and social 
interaction, but the digital divide can exclude people who lack adequate connectivity, devices, or digital 
literacy. Concerns regarding misinformation, cybercrime, privacy, online harassment, and responsible 
technology use have also become important contemporary social problems. Environmental and climate-
related challenges further affect social well-being. Pollution, water scarcity, climate change, natural 
disasters, resource depletion, and environmental degradation can negatively affect livelihoods, health, food 
security, and living conditions. Vulnerable communities often have fewer resources to respond to these 
challenges. 

Therefore, the central problem of the study is to identify and analyse the major contemporary 
social issues, examine their causes and consequences, and understand their impact on different 
sections of society. The study also seeks to examine the effectiveness of existing social policies and 
development measures and identify appropriate approaches for reducing inequality, strengthening social 
inclusion, protecting human rights, and promoting sustainable social development. 

 
NEED OF THE STUDY:  

The study of contemporary social issues is necessary because society is undergoing rapid economic, 
technological, cultural, demographic, and environmental changes. These changes have created new 
opportunities for social development but have also produced complex problems that affect the well-being 
of individuals, families, and communities. Understanding these issues is essential for identifying their 
causes, consequences, and possible solutions. The study is particularly important for understanding 
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poverty, unemployment, economic inequality, gender discrimination, caste-based exclusion, and 
social marginalization. Although economic and technological development has improved opportunities 
for many people, access to resources and benefits remains unequal. Studying these inequalities can help 
identify vulnerable groups and develop appropriate measures to promote social justice and equal 
opportunities. 

There is also a need to examine the changing nature of family, marriage, migration, 
urbanization, and social relationships. Changes in employment patterns, education, mobility, and 
lifestyles are transforming traditional social institutions. Understanding these transformations can help 
assess their effects on family relationships, community life, social cohesion, and individual well-being. The 
rapid expansion of digital technology and social media creates another important area of study. Digital 
platforms have improved access to information, education, communication, financial services, and 
employment, but issues such as the digital divide, misinformation, cybercrime, privacy, online harassment, 
and excessive technology use have also emerged. Studying these challenges is necessary for promoting 
responsible and inclusive digital development. 

Environmental problems and climate change further demonstrate the need for this study. Pollution, 
water scarcity, environmental degradation, natural disasters, and changing climatic conditions affect 
health, livelihoods, food security, and living standards. Understanding the social consequences of 
environmental problems can support the development of sustainable and climate-resilient policies. The 
study is also needed to evaluate the effectiveness of government policies, welfare programmes, social 
security measures, and development initiatives designed to address contemporary social problems. 
Identifying gaps in implementation, accessibility, awareness, and participation can help improve policy 
outcomes. 

Finally, the study is important for developing inclusive, equitable, and sustainable approaches 
to social development. A comprehensive understanding of contemporary social issues can assist 
policymakers, researchers, educational institutions, civil society organizations, and communities in 
addressing emerging challenges, protecting vulnerable groups, promoting human rights, reducing 
inequalities, and strengthening social cohesion. 
 
FURTHER SUGGESTIONS:  

Future research on contemporary social issues should adopt a multidimensional and 
interdisciplinary approach because social problems are increasingly connected with economic, 
technological, cultural, political, and environmental changes. Researchers should examine how different 
issues interact rather than studying each problem in isolation. 
1. Future studies should undertake comparative research across rural and urban areas, different 

regions, states, and socio-economic groups to identify variations in contemporary social problems. 
2. Greater attention should be given to poverty, unemployment, economic inequality, and changing 

patterns of work, including informal employment, gig work, automation, and emerging employment 
opportunities. 

3. Further research should examine gender inequality and women's empowerment, including 
women's participation in education, employment, politics, entrepreneurship, and decision-making. 

4. Studies should focus more extensively on youth-related issues, such as unemployment, skill 
development, education, migration, social media use, career aspirations, and changing lifestyles. 

5. Future research should examine the effects of digital technology, artificial intelligence, and social 
media on employment, education, relationships, privacy, misinformation, mental well-being, and social 
interaction. 
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6. More research is needed on the digital divide, particularly differences in internet access, digital 
literacy, affordability, and access to digital public services among disadvantaged communities. 

7. Researchers should investigate migration and urbanization and their effects on families, 
employment, housing, social integration, and community relationships. 

8. Further studies should examine climate change and environmental inequality, including pollution, 
water scarcity, natural disasters, environmental displacement, and their effects on vulnerable 
populations. 

9. Greater attention should be given to changing family structures and social institutions, including 
marriage patterns, ageing, intergenerational relationships, and changing gender roles. 

10. Future research should examine contemporary challenges related to education and healthcare, 
particularly unequal access, quality of services, affordability, and the effects of socioeconomic 
inequalities. 

11. More studies should evaluate the effectiveness of government policies, welfare programmes, and 
social security measures in addressing contemporary social problems and reducing inequalities. 

12. Longitudinal studies should be encouraged to understand how contemporary social issues develop 
and change over time and how social groups adapt to economic and technological transformations. 

13. Future research should give greater attention to marginalized and vulnerable groups, including 
economically disadvantaged populations, women, children, older persons, persons with disabilities, and 
socially excluded communities. 

14. Participatory research involving communities should be encouraged so that people's experiences, 
perceptions, and local solutions are incorporated into the development of social policies. 

15. Finally, future studies should focus on developing inclusive, equitable, human-centred, and 
sustainable solutions that promote social justice, human rights, social cohesion, and overall quality of 
life. 

 
SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS:  
Scope of the Study 

The scope of the study covers major social, economic, cultural, technological, demographic, and 
environmental issues affecting contemporary society. It examines problems such as poverty, 
unemployment, economic inequality, gender discrimination, caste-based exclusion, social marginalization, 
migration, urbanization, and changing family structures. The study also focuses on education, healthcare, 
employment, social security, and access to basic services. Particular attention is given to vulnerable 
and marginalized groups, including women, children, youth, older persons, economically disadvantaged 
groups, and socially excluded communities. 

The study includes the impact of globalization, modernization, technological development, 
digitalization, and social media on contemporary social relationships and institutions. Issues such as the 
digital divide, misinformation, privacy, cybercrime, online harassment, and responsible use of technology 
are also considered. The scope further covers environmental and climate-related issues, including 
pollution, climate change, water scarcity, environmental degradation, natural disasters, and their social and 
economic consequences. The study also considers the role of government policies, welfare programmes, 
social security measures, educational institutions, civil society organizations, and community participation 
in addressing contemporary social problems. 
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Limitations of the Study 
The study has certain limitations because contemporary social issues are complex, diverse, and 

continuously changing. Social conditions vary considerably across regions, communities, age groups, and 
socio-economic categories; therefore, findings from a particular geographical area or sample may not 
represent the entire society. The availability and reliability of primary and secondary data may also affect 
the study. Respondents may provide incomplete or subjective information about sensitive issues such as 
income, discrimination, unemployment, family relationships, or social experiences. Limited time, financial 
resources, sample size, and geographical coverage may restrict the extent of field research. 

Another limitation is the rapid pace of technological and social change. New developments in 
artificial intelligence, digital platforms, employment patterns, migration, and social relationships may 
create emerging issues that cannot be fully captured within a limited research period. The study may also 
be influenced by differences in government policies, regional development levels, cultural practices, and 
institutional conditions. Consequently, the findings should be interpreted within the specific social and 
geographical context of the research. Despite these limitations, the study provides a broad framework for 
understanding major contemporary social issues and their implications for social justice, equality, 
human well-being, social inclusion, and sustainable development. 

 
FINDINGS:  

The study finds that poverty and economic inequality remain major contemporary social 
concerns. Differences in income, employment opportunities, access to education, healthcare, housing, and 
social security contribute to unequal living conditions among different sections of society. The findings 
indicate that unemployment, underemployment, and changing employment patterns continue to 
affect social and economic well-being. Technological development, automation, globalization, and the 
growth of informal and temporary employment have created new opportunities while also generating 
concerns about job security and stable livelihoods. The study finds that gender inequality continues to 
influence access to education, employment, wages, property, healthcare, and decision-making. Although 
women's participation in education and employment has increased, discrimination and unequal social 
responsibilities remain important challenges. 

Caste, class, and social exclusion continue to affect social relationships and access to 
opportunities. Modernization has contributed to changes in traditional social structures, but inequalities 
based on social and economic status have not completely disappeared. The findings also highlight 
significant changes in family structures and social relationships. Urbanization, migration, education, 
women's employment, and changing lifestyles have contributed to the growth of nuclear families, changing 
marriage patterns, greater individual autonomy, and new forms of social interaction. The study finds that 
migration and urbanization provide opportunities for employment, education, and improved income, but 
they may also create challenges related to housing, social integration, employment security, family 
separation, and access to public services. 

Digital technology and social media have become important influences on contemporary social 
life. They have improved access to communication, education, information, financial services, and 
employment opportunities. However, the digital divide, misinformation, privacy concerns, cybercrime, 
online harassment, and unequal digital literacy remain significant problems.The findings further indicate 
that environmental degradation and climate change have increasing social consequences. Pollution, 
water scarcity, extreme weather events, and environmental resource depletion affect health, livelihoods, 
food security, and living conditions, with vulnerable communities often facing greater risks. The study also 
identifies unequal access to quality education and healthcare as continuing social concerns. Differences 
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in affordability, infrastructure, geographical accessibility, and quality of services can reinforce existing 
socio-economic inequalities and restrict opportunities for social mobility. 

Finally, the findings demonstrate that contemporary social issues are interconnected rather than 
isolated. Poverty can contribute to limited education and healthcare; unemployment can encourage 
migration; digital inequality can restrict educational and employment opportunities; and environmental 
problems can increase economic vulnerability. Therefore, addressing contemporary social issues requires 
integrated policies focused on social justice, equality, inclusion, human development, technological 
responsibility, and environmental sustainability. 

 
DISCUSSION:  

The findings indicate that contemporary social issues are closely connected with the rapid 
economic, technological, cultural, demographic, and environmental transformations taking place in society. 
Poverty, unemployment, inequality, gender discrimination, migration, digital exclusion, environmental 
degradation, and changing family structures cannot be understood independently because changes in one 
area often influence conditions in another. Economic inequality continues to be an important concern. 
Although economic growth and technological development have created new opportunities, access to these 
benefits remains uneven. Differences in income, education, employment, healthcare, housing, and social 
security can create unequal life opportunities. This suggests that economic development needs to be 
accompanied by policies that promote equitable access to resources and opportunities. 

The discussion also highlights the continuing importance of gender and social inequality. 
Women's participation in education, employment, entrepreneurship, and public life has increased, but 
unequal wages, limited access to property and resources, discrimination, and unequal household 
responsibilities remain significant challenges. Similarly, caste and class inequalities can continue to 
influence social mobility and access to opportunities despite modernization and legal protections. 
Technological development has produced both positive and negative consequences. Digital platforms have 
improved communication, education, financial inclusion, and access to information, but unequal access to 
devices, connectivity, and digital skills can create new forms of exclusion. Concerns about misinformation, 
cybercrime, privacy, online harassment, and excessive dependence on digital platforms demonstrate the 
need for responsible and inclusive digital development.Migration and urbanization have also contributed 
to significant social transformation. Migration can provide better employment, education, and income 
opportunities, but it may create difficulties related to housing, job security, social integration, and family 
relationships. The changing nature of migration demonstrates the close relationship between economic 
opportunities and social transformation. 

Environmental challenges have become increasingly important in contemporary social life. Climate 
change, pollution, water scarcity, and environmental degradation affect health, livelihoods, food security, 
and economic stability. These effects are often more severe for economically vulnerable communities, 
indicating the importance of linking environmental sustainability with social justice. Changes in family 
structures and social relationships also reflect broader transformations in society. Urbanization, education, 
employment, migration, and changing lifestyles have contributed to changes in marriage patterns, 
household arrangements, gender roles, and intergenerational relationships. These changes may increase 
individual autonomy while also creating new challenges related to social support and family cohesion. 

Overall, the discussion demonstrates that contemporary social issues are multidimensional and 
interconnected. Effective solutions require more than individual programmes; they require coordinated 
efforts in education, employment, healthcare, social protection, gender equality, digital inclusion, 
environmental sustainability, and human rights. A balanced approach that combines economic 
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development with social justice and inclusion is essential for building a more equitable, resilient, and 
sustainable society. 

 
CONCLUSION:  

Contemporary social issues are complex and multidimensional, reflecting the rapid changes taking 
place in economic, social, cultural, technological, demographic, and environmental spheres. Issues such as 
poverty, unemployment, economic inequality, gender discrimination, caste and social exclusion, migration, 
changing family structures, digital inequality, and environmental degradation continue to affect individuals 
and communities in different ways. These issues are interconnected, and their effects are often more severe 
among vulnerable and marginalized sections of society. The study concludes that globalization, 
urbanization, technological development, and changing lifestyles have created new opportunities for 
education, employment, communication, social mobility, and economic development. At the same time, 
these changes have also produced challenges such as unequal access to resources, the digital divide, job 
insecurity, misinformation, cybercrime, environmental risks, and weakening social support systems. 
Therefore, development should not be measured only through economic growth but also through 
improvements in equality, human well-being, social justice, and quality of life. 

Addressing contemporary social issues requires inclusive and sustainable policies. Greater 
attention should be given to quality education, healthcare, employment opportunities, social security, 
gender equality, digital inclusion, environmental protection, and the rights of marginalized groups. 
Community participation, social awareness, responsible use of technology, and effective implementation of 
government programmes are equally important. In conclusion, contemporary social issues require 
coordinated efforts from government institutions, civil society, educational organizations, communities, 
and individuals. An inclusive approach based on equality, human rights, social justice, technological 
responsibility, and environmental sustainability can contribute to building a more equitable, resilient, and 
sustainable society. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
1. Strengthen Social Protection: Government should improve welfare programmes, social security, food 

security, housing, and financial assistance for poor and vulnerable communities. 
2. Promote Employment Opportunities: Greater emphasis should be placed on skill development, 

vocational education, entrepreneurship, and the creation of decent and secure employment 
opportunities. 

3. Improve Education and Healthcare: Quality and affordable education and healthcare should be 
accessible to all sections of society, particularly rural, poor, and marginalized communities. 

4. Promote Gender Equality: Measures should be taken to ensure equal opportunities for women in 
education, employment, wages, property ownership, political participation, and decision-making. 

5. Reduce Caste and Social Discrimination: Strong implementation of laws and awareness programmes 
is necessary to reduce caste-based discrimination, social exclusion, and inequality. 

6. Support Youth and Vulnerable Groups: Special programmes should address unemployment, 
education, mental well-being, skill development, and social security among youth, elderly people, 
children, and other vulnerable groups. 

7. Promote Digital Inclusion: Affordable internet access, digital literacy, and access to digital devices 
should be expanded to reduce the digital divide between different social and economic groups. 

8. Encourage Responsible Use of Technology: Awareness about misinformation, cybercrime, online 
harassment, data privacy, and responsible social media use should be increased. 
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9. Address Migration and Urbanization: Migrants should receive adequate housing, employment 
protection, healthcare, education, sanitation, and other essential services in urban areas. 

10. Protect the Environment: Greater attention should be given to pollution control, climate-change 
adaptation, sustainable resource use, waste management, and environmental conservation. 

11. Strengthen Community Participation: Local communities should actively participate in identifying 
social problems, implementing development programmes, and monitoring their outcomes. 

12. Improve Policy Implementation: Government policies and welfare programmes should be effectively 
implemented, regularly evaluated, and modified according to changing social conditions. 

13. Promote Social Awareness: Educational institutions, media, civil society organizations, and 
community groups should conduct awareness programmes on equality, human rights, social justice, 
health, environment, and responsible citizenship. 

14. Encourage Inclusive Development: Development policies should focus on reducing inequalities and 
ensuring that the benefits of economic and technological development reach all sections of society. 

15. Adopt an Integrated Approach: Contemporary social issues should be addressed through coordinated 
efforts involving government, educational institutions, civil society, communities, and individuals, with 
emphasis on social justice, equality, human dignity, and sustainable development. 

 
REFERENCES:  
1. Bauman, Z. (2000). Liquid Modernity. Polity Press. 
2. Beck, U. (1992). Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity. Sage Publications. 
3. Béteille, A. (1974). Studies in Agrarian Social Structure. Oxford University Press. 
4. Bourdieu, P. (1986). The Forms of Capital. In J. G. Richardson (Ed.), Handbook of Theory and Research 

for the Sociology of Education. Greenwood Press. 
5. Castells, M. (2010). The Rise of the Network Society. Wiley-Blackwell. 
6. Desai, A. R. (1977). Rural Sociology in India. Popular Prakashan. 
7. Dreze, J., & Sen, A. (2013). An Uncertain Glory: India and Its Contradictions. Princeton University Press. 
8. Giddens, A. (2017). Sociology. Polity Press. 
9. Nussbaum, M. C. (2011). Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach. Harvard University 

Press. 
10. Sen, A. (1981). Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation. Oxford University Press. 
11. Sen, A. (1999). Development as Freedom. Oxford University Press. 
12. Srinivas, M. N. (1966). Social Change in Modern India. University of California Press. 
13. Breman, J. (1996). Footloose Labour: Working in India’s Informal Economy. Cambridge University Press. 
14. Dhanagare, D. N. (1988). Peasant Movements in India, 1920–1950. Oxford University Press. 
15. International Labour Organization. World Employment and Social Outlook. ILO. 
16. United Nations Development Programme. Human Development Report. UNDP. 
17. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Global Education Monitoring Report. 

UNESCO. 
18. World Bank. World Development Report. World Bank. 
19. World Health Organization. World Health Statistics. WHO. 
20. Government of India. Census of India. Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India. 
21. Government of India. Economic Survey. Ministry of Finance. 
22. Government of India. Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS). Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation. 
23. Government of India. National Family Health Survey (NFHS). Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 



 
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES                                                                                                                Volume - 15 | Issue - 7 | January – 2026 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

Available online at www.lbp.world 
12 

 
 

 

24. NITI Aayog. Reports on Social Development, Poverty, Inequality and Sustainable Development. 
Government of India. 

25. Ministry of Women and Child Development. Annual Report. Government of India. 
 
 

 


