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ABSTRACT 
Caste has been one of the most significant and enduring 

forms of social stratification in Indian society. Historically, the 
caste system influenced social status, occupation, marriage, social 
interaction, and access to resources and opportunities. However, 
processes of modernization, urbanization, industrialization, 
education, democratic participation, economic development, and 
constitutional reforms have contributed to significant changes in 
caste relations and social structures. Social mobility has increased 
through education, occupational diversification, migration, 
political participation, affirmative action, and access to new 
economic opportunities. At the same time, caste-based inequalities and forms of social exclusion continue to 
exist in different parts of Indian society. The relationship between caste and social mobility is therefore 
complex, as traditional social identities interact with changing economic and political conditions. The present 
study examines the relationship between caste, social mobility, and social change in India and analyses how 
changes in education, occupation, migration, urbanization, and political participation have influenced 
traditional caste structures. It also considers the experiences of historically disadvantaged communities and 
the role of constitutional safeguards and affirmative action in promoting social mobility and equality. The 
study emphasizes that although Indian society has undergone substantial transformation, caste continues to 
influence social opportunities and social relations. Greater access to quality education, employment, social 
justice, and equal opportunities is essential for promoting inclusive social change and reducing caste-based 
inequalities. 

 
KEYWORDS: Caste, Social Mobility, Social Change, Indian Society, Caste System, Social Stratification, Social 
Transformation, Modernization, Urbanization, Industrialization, Education, Migration, Occupational Mobility, 
Political Participation, Affirmative Action, Social Equality, Social Justice, Social Inclusion, Marginalized 
Communities, Economic Development. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Caste has been one of the most important and enduring forms of social stratification in Indian 
society. Traditionally, caste influenced an individual's social status, occupation, marriage, social 
relationships, and access to resources. The caste system created a hierarchical social structure in which 
different groups occupied different social positions. Although the nature and influence of caste have 
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changed over time, caste continues to play an important role in social relations and social organization in 
many parts of India. The processes of modernization, industrialization, urbanization, education, 
democracy, and economic development have brought significant changes to traditional caste structures. 
Education has expanded opportunities for individuals from different caste backgrounds, while occupational 
diversification has reduced the traditional connection between caste and hereditary occupations. Migration 
to towns and cities has also increased interaction among different social groups and created new 
opportunities for employment and social advancement. 

Social mobility refers to the movement of individuals or groups from one social position to another. 
In India, education, occupational change, economic development, migration, political participation, and 
government policies have contributed to increased opportunities for social mobility. Constitutional 
safeguards and affirmative-action measures have also played an important role in improving educational 
and employment opportunities for historically disadvantaged communities. These changes have enabled 
many individuals to improve their socioeconomic position and participate more actively in public life. 
However, social mobility is not equally accessible to all sections of society. Caste-based discrimination, 
economic inequality, unequal access to quality education, rural disadvantage, and social exclusion can 
continue to restrict opportunities for some communities. Thus, traditional caste identities have not 
disappeared completely; instead, they have adapted to changing social, economic, and political conditions. 
Caste may continue to influence marriage, political mobilization, social networks, and access to 
opportunities even in modern and urban environments. 

Social change in India is therefore closely connected with changes in the caste system and patterns 
of social mobility. Democratic institutions, education, urbanization, mass media, migration, and 
technological development have challenged some traditional practices while creating new forms of social 
interaction and identity. At the same time, caste-based political organizations and social movements have 
provided disadvantaged communities with greater opportunities for representation, recognition, and 
collective action. The relationship between caste, social mobility, and social change is consequently 
complex and multidimensional. While Indian society has experienced considerable transformation, caste 
continues to influence social opportunities and social relationships. Understanding this relationship is 
essential for analysing contemporary Indian society and the processes through which traditional social 
structures are changing. The present study therefore examines the changing role of caste, the factors 
influencing social mobility, and the impact of these processes on social change, equality, social justice, and 
inclusive development in India. 

 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:  
Aim 

The main aim of this study is to examine the relationship between caste, social mobility, and social 
change in India and to understand how modernization, education, urbanization, economic development, 
migration, political participation, and government policies have influenced traditional caste structures and 
patterns of social mobility. 

 
Objectives 
1. To examine the historical and contemporary nature of the caste system in Indian society. 
2. To understand the concept and different forms of social mobility in the Indian context. 
3. To analyse the relationship between caste and social status, occupation, education, and economic 

opportunities. 
4. To examine the impact of education on social mobility among different caste groups. 
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5. To study the role of urbanization, industrialization, and migration in changing traditional caste 
relationships. 

6. To analyse the impact of economic development and occupational diversification on caste-based social 
structures. 

7. To examine the role of democratic institutions and political participation in changing caste relations. 
8. To study the contribution of constitutional safeguards and affirmative-action policies to the social 

mobility of historically disadvantaged communities. 
9. To identify the continuing forms of caste-based discrimination, exclusion, and inequality in 

contemporary India. 
10. To examine the role of social movements and collective action in promoting equality and challenging 

caste-based inequalities. 
11. To analyse the changing role of caste in marriage, family, social networks, and community 

relationships. 
12. To examine how modernization and globalization have influenced caste identities and social 

interactions. 
13. To study the relationship between caste, socioeconomic development, and opportunities for upward 

social mobility. 
14. To identify the major challenges that restrict social mobility among disadvantaged caste groups. 
15. To suggest measures for promoting social equality, social justice, social inclusion, and inclusive social 

change in India. 
 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE:  
The relationship between caste, social mobility, and social change has been extensively studied by 

sociologists, anthropologists, economists, and political scientists. Existing literature shows that caste is not 
simply a traditional system of social hierarchy but a changing institution that has been influenced by 
education, urbanization, industrialization, economic development, democratic politics, migration, and 
constitutional reforms. M. N. Srinivas made an important contribution to the understanding of caste and 
social change through concepts such as Sanskritization, Westernization, and dominant caste. His 
studies demonstrated that caste groups could change their social position through cultural adaptation, 
economic improvement, political influence, and changes in social practices. His work established an 
important foundation for analysing social mobility and transformation in Indian society. 

G. S. Ghurye examined the historical and structural characteristics of the caste system and 
highlighted features such as social hierarchy, restrictions on marriage, occupational specialization, and 
social interaction. His work provides an important background for understanding the traditional 
organization of caste and its transformation under modern conditions. André Béteille's studies of caste, 
class, and power demonstrated that traditional caste structures cannot be examined separately from 
emerging economic and political relationships. His research showed that caste, class, and power may 
overlap but do not always correspond directly. Economic development and political change can therefore 
create new patterns of social stratification and mobility. 

A. R. Desai analysed Indian social transformation from a broader socioeconomic perspective. His 
work emphasized the importance of economic structures, modernization, industrialization, and changes in 
social relations. His approach is useful for understanding how changes in the economy and occupational 
structure can influence traditional caste relations. B. R. Ambedkar provided a fundamental critique of caste 
and its implications for equality and social justice. His writings examined caste as a system of graded social 
inequality and emphasized the importance of education, social equality, political representation, and legal 
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safeguards for disadvantaged communities. His ideas remain central to contemporary discussions of caste, 
social justice, and social transformation in India. 

Studies of social mobility have shown that education has become an important mechanism for 
changing occupational and socioeconomic positions. Expansion of schools, higher education, professional 
employment, and vocational opportunities has enabled members of historically disadvantaged 
communities to enter occupations that were traditionally outside their caste-based roles. However, 
unequal access to quality education continues to influence the extent of mobility available to different 
groups. Research on urbanization and migration indicates that movement from rural to urban areas has 
weakened some traditional forms of caste control. Cities provide greater occupational diversity and 
opportunities for interaction across caste groups. Nevertheless, caste identities may continue to influence 
housing, marriage, social networks, employment opportunities, and political organization even in urban 
settings. 

The literature on affirmative action and public policy has examined the role of reservations in 
education, government employment, and political representation. These policies have contributed to 
increased representation and opportunities for historically disadvantaged communities. At the same time, 
scholars have debated questions concerning access, implementation, intra-group inequality, and the 
continuing need for affirmative measures. Research on caste and politics demonstrates that democratic 
participation has transformed caste identities into important forms of political organization and collective 
mobilization. Caste associations and social movements have enabled disadvantaged communities to 
demand representation, rights, resources, and recognition. Thus, caste has not simply declined with 
modernization; in some contexts, it has acquired new political and institutional forms. 

Contemporary studies also highlight the continuing relationship between caste and economic 
inequality. Caste may influence access to land, employment, education, credit, social networks, and other 
resources. Consequently, social mobility cannot be understood only through individual achievement; 
structural conditions and inherited social advantages also influence opportunities for upward mobility. 

 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:  

The present study adopts a descriptive and analytical research methodology to examine the 
relationship between caste, social mobility, and social change in India. The study focuses on the changing 
nature of caste relations and the factors that influence opportunities for social mobility, including 
education, occupation, urbanization, migration, economic development, political participation, and 
government policies. 

 
1. Research Design 

The study follows a descriptive and analytical research design. The descriptive approach is used to 
understand the traditional and contemporary characteristics of the caste system, while the analytical 
approach examines changes in caste relations and their relationship with social and economic mobility. 
 
2. Sources of Data 

The study uses both primary and secondary sources of data. Primary data may be collected 
through questionnaires, interviews, observations, and discussions with selected respondents from different 
caste and socioeconomic backgrounds. Secondary data may be obtained from books, research journals, 
government reports, Census publications, academic studies, policy documents, and reports published by 
national and international organizations. 
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3. Sampling Method 
The study may include respondents from different caste groups, age groups, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, and socioeconomic categories. Rural and urban populations may also be 
included to examine differences in social mobility. Depending on the research context, random, stratified, 
or purposive sampling may be used to obtain suitable representation of different social groups. 
 
4. Data Collection 

Primary information may be collected through structured questionnaires and semi-structured 
interviews. The questions may focus on caste identity, education, occupation, income, migration, marriage, 
political participation, social relationships, access to government schemes, and experiences of social 
mobility or discrimination. Secondary information is used to provide historical, sociological, and statistical 
context. 
 
5. Major Variables 

The major variables considered in the study include caste, education, occupation, income, 
employment, social status, place of residence, migration, urbanization, political participation, 
access to government programmes, and social mobility. These variables help examine how traditional 
caste structures interact with contemporary processes of social change. 

 
6. Measurement of Social Mobility 

Social mobility may be examined by comparing the educational, occupational, and socioeconomic 
position of respondents with that of their parents or previous generations. Upward, downward, and 
horizontal mobility may be considered to understand changes in social and economic status. 
 
7. Data Analysis 

Quantitative data may be analysed using percentages, averages, tables, charts, and comparative 
analysis. Differences between caste groups, rural and urban populations, educational categories, and 
occupational groups may be examined. Qualitative information from interviews and observations may be 
analysed thematically to identify patterns related to caste identity, discrimination, social mobility, and 
changing social relationships. 
 
8. Comparative Approach 

A comparative approach may be used to examine differences in social mobility between rural and 
urban communities and among different caste and socioeconomic groups. Intergenerational comparisons 
may also be used to understand whether education, occupation, income, and social status have changed 
over time. 
 
9. Policy Analysis 

The study examines the role of constitutional safeguards, reservation policies, educational 
programmes, employment opportunities, welfare schemes, and other measures designed to promote 
equality and social mobility among historically disadvantaged communities. Their contribution to social 
change may be assessed using available evidence and respondents' experiences. 
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10. Ethical Considerations 
The study maintains confidentiality and privacy during data collection. Participation should be 

voluntary, and respondents should be informed about the purpose of the research. Sensitive information 
concerning caste identity and experiences of discrimination should be handled carefully and used only for 
academic purposes. 
 
11. Limitations of the Methodology 

The study may be limited by sample size, geographical coverage, availability of reliable data, time, 
and financial resources. Caste and social mobility are complex phenomena that vary across regions and 
communities, making complete generalization difficult. Respondents' personal experiences and 
perceptions may also influence qualitative findings. 

Overall, this methodology provides a systematic framework for examining caste, social mobility, 
and social change in India. By combining sociological analysis, empirical evidence, and secondary data, 
the study seeks to understand the changing nature of caste relations and the factors that promote or 
restrict social mobility and social transformation. 
 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM:  

Caste has historically been one of the most important systems of social stratification in Indian 
society. It has influenced social status, occupation, marriage, social relationships, and access to resources 
and opportunities. Although modernization, education, urbanization, industrialization, democratic 
institutions, and constitutional reforms have brought significant changes to traditional caste structures, 
caste continues to influence social relations and opportunities in contemporary India. The major problem is 
that the process of social mobility has not occurred equally among all caste groups. Education, economic 
development, occupational diversification, migration, and urbanization have created new opportunities for 
upward mobility, but access to these opportunities remains influenced by socioeconomic background and 
social identity. Historically disadvantaged communities may continue to face discrimination, social 
exclusion, limited access to quality education, employment barriers, and unequal economic resources. 

Social change has also transformed the nature of caste. Traditional caste-based occupations have 
declined in many areas, and individuals increasingly enter modern professions and occupations. At the 
same time, caste identities continue to influence marriage, political participation, social networks, 
community organization, and access to certain opportunities. Thus, caste has not simply disappeared as a 
result of modernization but has adapted to changing social, economic, and political conditions. The problem 
is further complicated by differences between rural and urban societies. Urbanization and migration can 
reduce some forms of traditional caste control by creating greater occupational diversity and social 
interaction. However, caste-based identities and inequalities may continue to influence housing, 
employment, marriage, political mobilization, and social relationships in urban areas as well. 

Government policies, constitutional safeguards, and affirmative-action programmes have 
contributed to educational, occupational, and political opportunities for historically disadvantaged 
communities. However, questions remain regarding the effectiveness, accessibility, and implementation of 
these measures and whether they have resulted in equal opportunities for all sections within 
disadvantaged groups. Therefore, the central problem of this study is to examine the changing role of 
caste in Indian society and analyse its relationship with social mobility and social change. The study 
seeks to understand how education, occupation, economic development, migration, urbanization, political 
participation, and government policies influence social mobility, while also identifying the continuing 
barriers of caste-based inequality and social exclusion. It aims to assess whether contemporary social 
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changes are weakening traditional caste inequalities or creating new forms of caste-based social 
organization and inequality. 

 
FURTHER SUGGESTIONS:  

There is a need to strengthen efforts toward reducing caste-based discrimination and promoting 
equal opportunities for all sections of Indian society. Education should be given greater importance as a 
means of improving social mobility, particularly among socially and economically disadvantaged 
communities. Equal access to quality education, scholarships, skill development, vocational training, and 
higher education can improve employment opportunities and economic independence. Employment 
opportunities should be expanded through skill development, entrepreneurship, industrial growth, and 
inclusive economic policies. Special attention should be given to creating sustainable livelihood 
opportunities for historically disadvantaged communities. Government programmes and affirmative-action 
policies should be implemented effectively and their benefits should reach the intended beneficiaries. 

Social awareness programmes should be promoted to challenge caste prejudice, untouchability, 
social exclusion, and discriminatory practices. Educational institutions, media, community organizations, 
and civil society can play an important role in promoting social equality and social integration. Inter-caste 
interaction and social cooperation should be encouraged to reduce social barriers. Urbanization and 
migration can create new opportunities for social mobility, but migrants and disadvantaged groups should 
receive adequate access to housing, employment, education, healthcare, and social security. Rural areas 
also require greater investment in infrastructure, education, employment, and public services to reduce the 
gap between rural and urban communities. Political participation should promote genuine social 
empowerment rather than reinforce caste divisions. Representation of marginalized communities in 
political, administrative, educational, and economic institutions should be strengthened. At the same time, 
policies should encourage broader social unity and inclusive development. 

Further research is required to understand changing patterns of caste, intergenerational mobility, 
occupational mobility, education, migration, and economic transformation. Studies should examine both 
rural and urban experiences and should pay attention to regional and gender differences. Regular 
collection of reliable social and economic data can help policymakers design more effective interventions. 
Finally, social mobility should be understood not only in terms of income and occupation but also in terms 
of dignity, social status, political participation, access to resources, and freedom from discrimination. A 
combination of education, economic development, social awareness, constitutional safeguards, effective 
public policies, and community participation is essential for building a more equal, inclusive, and socially 
just Indian society. 

 
SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS:  
Scope 

The present study covers the relationship between caste, social mobility, and social change in 
Indian society. It examines the historical and contemporary nature of the caste system and its influence on 
social status, occupation, education, marriage, economic opportunities, and social relationships. The study 
includes different forms of social mobility, particularly intergenerational, occupational, educational, 
economic, and geographical mobility. It considers the role of education, urbanization, industrialization, 
migration, economic development, globalization, and political participation in changing traditional caste 
relations. The scope also includes the experiences of socially and economically disadvantaged communities 
and examines issues of caste discrimination, social exclusion, inequality, and access to resources. 
Constitutional safeguards, reservation policies, welfare programmes, and other measures aimed at 



 
CASTE, SOCIAL MOBILITY AND SOCIAL CHANGE IN INDIA                                                                   Volume - 15 | Issue - 7 | January – 2026 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

Available online at www.lbp.world 
8 

 
 

 

promoting social equality and mobility are also considered. The study covers both rural and urban contexts 
and recognizes regional differences in caste practices and patterns of social mobility. It further examines 
how caste continues to influence marriage, political organization, social networks, and community identity 
despite changes associated with modernization. Overall, the study seeks to understand how caste 
structures are changing and how these changes influence social mobility and broader processes of social 
transformation in India. 

 
Limitations 

The study has certain limitations. Caste is a complex and diverse social institution, and its 
characteristics differ considerably across regions, communities, and social groups, making it difficult to 
generalize findings to the whole of India. The availability and reliability of data on caste, income, 
occupation, discrimination, and social mobility may also vary. Social mobility is influenced by several 
interconnected factors, including education, economic status, gender, location, family background, and 
access to opportunities, which makes it difficult to measure the independent influence of caste. Differences 
between rural and urban areas may also affect the findings. Personal experiences of caste discrimination 
and social mobility may be sensitive, and respondents may not always provide complete or accurate 
information. The study may also be limited by its geographical coverage, sample size, time period, and 
availability of secondary sources. Rapid social, economic, technological, and political changes may further 
influence caste relations over time. Therefore, the findings should be interpreted within the specific social, 
economic, geographical, and temporal context of the study. 

 
FINDINGS:  

The study finds that caste continues to be an important factor influencing social relations, social 
status, educational opportunities, occupational choices, marriage patterns, and access to economic 
resources in India. Although modernization, urbanization, industrialization, education, democracy, and 
globalization have weakened some traditional caste-based restrictions, caste has not disappeared from 
contemporary Indian society. Instead, it has adapted to changing social and economic conditions. The 
findings indicate that education is one of the most significant factors promoting social mobility. 
Access to higher education and professional training has enabled individuals from disadvantaged caste 
groups to enter new occupations and improve their economic and social position. However, unequal access 
to quality education, financial resources, and educational infrastructure continues to restrict mobility for 
many people. 

The study also finds that occupational mobility has increased as traditional caste-based 
occupations have declined in importance. Industrialization, the service sector, government employment, 
entrepreneurship, and migration have created opportunities for people to move beyond occupations 
traditionally associated with their caste. Nevertheless, social networks, discrimination, economic 
background, and unequal access to employment opportunities continue to influence occupational mobility. 
Urbanization and migration have contributed significantly to changes in caste relations. Urban 
environments provide greater opportunities for interaction among different caste groups and can reduce 
some traditional social restrictions. However, caste identity continues to influence housing, marriage, 
employment networks, political associations, and community relationships even in urban areas. The 
findings further show that economic development has produced uneven patterns of social mobility. 
Some individuals and families have experienced considerable improvement in income, education, 
occupation, and social status, while economically weaker sections continue to face poverty, insecure 
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employment, and limited opportunities. Thus, economic growth does not automatically eliminate caste-
based inequality. 

Political participation has strengthened the visibility and representation of historically 
disadvantaged communities. Democratic institutions, social movements, political organizations, and 
constitutional safeguards have contributed to greater awareness of rights and social justice. At the same 
time, caste identities continue to influence electoral politics, political alliances, leadership, and 
mobilization. The study also finds that affirmative action and reservation policies have contributed to 
educational, occupational, and political opportunities for disadvantaged communities. However, 
differences in implementation, awareness, access, and socioeconomic conditions mean that the benefits are 
not equally experienced by all members of these communities. 

Caste continues to have a strong influence on marriage and family relationships. Despite 
increasing education and urbanization, endogamy and caste-based marriage preferences remain 
widespread. This demonstrates that caste has undergone transformation rather than complete 
disappearance. Another important finding is the persistence of caste-based discrimination and social 
exclusion. Disadvantaged communities may continue to experience unequal treatment, restricted social 
opportunities, discrimination in employment and education, and limited access to resources. These 
conditions can restrict both individual and intergenerational social mobility. 
 
DISCUSSION:  

The relationship between caste, social mobility, and social change in India is complex and 
multidimensional. Caste has historically influenced social status, occupation, marriage, social interaction, 
and access to economic and educational opportunities. However, the processes of modernization, 
democratization, urbanization, industrialization, education, and economic development have brought 
significant changes to traditional caste structures. The discussion indicates that caste has not disappeared 
but has adapted to changing social conditions. 

Education has emerged as an important mechanism of social mobility. Increased access to schools, 
higher education, professional courses, scholarships, and government support has enabled many 
individuals from disadvantaged communities to improve their social and economic position. Education also 
contributes to greater awareness of constitutional rights, equality, and social justice. However, unequal 
access to quality education and differences in family income continue to create barriers to mobility. 

Occupational transformation has also weakened the traditional relationship between caste and 
occupation. Industrialization, urban employment, the service sector, professional education, 
entrepreneurship, and migration have provided opportunities to enter occupations beyond traditional 
caste-based work. Nevertheless, caste-based networks, social discrimination, unequal skills, and economic 
disadvantage can continue to influence employment opportunities and occupational advancement. 
Urbanization and migration have contributed to greater interaction among different caste groups. Cities 
often provide individuals with opportunities to develop new social and professional identities beyond 
traditional village-based caste structures. At the same time, caste continues to influence housing patterns, 
marriage choices, employment networks, community organizations, and political associations in urban 
areas. Thus, urbanization may reduce some traditional forms of caste control while creating new forms of 
caste-based organization. 

The discussion also highlights the importance of economic development in promoting social 
mobility. Improved income, employment opportunities, entrepreneurship, and access to markets can 
contribute to upward mobility. However, economic development does not benefit all caste groups equally. 
Historical disadvantages, unequal ownership of resources, poverty, and limited access to opportunities can 
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prevent disadvantaged communities from fully benefiting from economic growth. Political participation 
has significantly changed caste relations in contemporary India. Democratic institutions, social movements, 
political organizations, and constitutional safeguards have increased political awareness and 
representation among historically disadvantaged communities. Caste has therefore become not only a 
system of social hierarchy but also an important basis for political mobilization and demands for 
representation and social justice. 

Reservation and affirmative-action policies have also played an important role in promoting social 
mobility. They have created opportunities in education, public employment, and political representation 
for constitutionally recognized disadvantaged groups. However, the effectiveness of such measures 
depends on proper implementation, awareness, accessibility, and the socioeconomic conditions of 
beneficiaries. 

Despite these changes, caste-based discrimination and social exclusion remain significant 
challenges. Caste continues to influence marriage and family relationships, particularly through the 
persistence of endogamy. Social networks and community identities may also reproduce caste boundaries. 
This suggests that structural changes in education, employment, and urbanization have not automatically 
resulted in complete social equality.  

 
CONCLUSION:  

The study concludes that caste continues to be an important dimension of Indian society, although 
its traditional structure and functions have undergone significant transformation. Modernization, 
education, urbanization, industrialization, migration, economic development, democracy, and globalization 
have created new opportunities for social mobility and have weakened several traditional caste-based 
restrictions. Individuals from different caste groups increasingly participate in diverse educational, 
occupational, economic, and political activities. 
Education has emerged as a major instrument of social mobility by providing access to new occupations, 
improving social awareness, and creating opportunities for disadvantaged communities. Similarly, 
urbanization, migration, occupational diversification, and economic development have enabled many 
individuals to move beyond traditional caste-based occupations and improve their socioeconomic position. 
Constitutional safeguards, reservation policies, and welfare programmes have also contributed to greater 
representation and opportunities for historically disadvantaged communities. 

However, the study also concludes that social mobility remains unequal. Caste-based 
discrimination, social exclusion, economic inequality, unequal educational opportunities, poverty, and 
limited access to resources continue to restrict mobility for many sections of society. Caste remains 
particularly influential in marriage, family relationships, social networks, political mobilization, and 
community identity. Therefore, caste has not disappeared; rather, it has adapted to changing social, 
economic, and political conditions. 

Overall, caste, social mobility, and social change are closely interconnected processes. India has 
experienced considerable social transformation, but the achievement of a genuinely equal and inclusive 
society requires sustained efforts. Equal access to quality education, employment, healthcare, economic 
opportunities, and social resources, together with effective implementation of constitutional safeguards 
and strong measures against discrimination, is essential. The future of Indian society depends on creating 
conditions in which social background does not determine an individual's opportunities, dignity, or social 
mobility. 
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