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ABSTRACT 

Globalization has significantly influenced Indian art and 
cultural traditions by increasing interaction between Indian 
society and cultures from different parts of the world. Advances in 
communication, transportation, mass media, tourism, 
international education, and digital technology have created new 
opportunities for the exchange of artistic ideas, cultural practices, 
and creative expressions. Indian literature, music, dance, theatre, 
painting, handicrafts, cinema, architecture, festivals, and 
traditional practices are increasingly presented to national and 
international audiences. Artists and cultural practitioners have 
adopted new techniques, themes, materials, technologies, and methods of presentation while incorporating 
elements of traditional Indian heritage. Global cultural interaction has also encouraged experimentation and 
the development of contemporary artistic forms. Digital platforms and social media have expanded 
opportunities for artists to promote their work, reach wider audiences, and document cultural traditions. As a 
result, globalization has contributed to greater visibility and interaction between Indian and international 
artistic traditions. 

At the same time, globalization has created important challenges for the continuity of some Indian 
cultural traditions. Changing lifestyles, consumer preferences, commercialization, cultural standardization, 
and increased exposure to global cultural products may influence traditional practices, particularly among 
younger generations. Some folk arts, handicrafts, languages, performing arts, and community-based traditions 
may experience declining participation or reduced transmission between generations. However, globalization 
can also support cultural preservation through international recognition, cultural tourism, digital 
documentation, online education, and wider markets for traditional artistic products. The impact of 
globalization is therefore complex and varies across regions, communities, and art forms. The study examines 
how global cultural interaction is influencing Indian artistic expression, traditional practices, cultural identity, 
youth participation, and heritage preservation. It emphasizes the importance of maintaining India's cultural 
diversity while encouraging cultural exchange, creativity, innovation, and contemporary development. 
 
KEYWORDS: Globalization, Indian Art, Indian Culture, Cultural Traditions, Cultural Change, Cultural 
Heritage, Cultural Identity, Global Cultural Exchange, Traditional Arts, Folk Arts, Digital Technology, 
Modernization, Cultural Preservation, Contemporary Art, Social Change. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Globalization has brought significant changes to Indian art and cultural traditions by increasing 

interaction between Indian society and cultures across the world. India has a rich cultural heritage 
expressed through literature, music, dance, theatre, painting, sculpture, architecture, handicrafts, folk arts, 
festivals, rituals, languages, and traditional knowledge. These forms have historically developed through 
social interaction and have been transmitted from one generation to another. In the contemporary period, 
globalization has increased the movement of people, ideas, artistic practices, technologies, and cultural 
products across geographical boundaries. International communication, tourism, education, cinema, 
television, and digital media have created new opportunities for Indian artists and cultural practitioners to 
present their work to wider audiences. Indian artists increasingly experiment with global artistic styles, 
modern technologies, new materials, and contemporary themes while drawing inspiration from traditional 
cultural forms. This interaction has encouraged cultural exchange and contributed to the development of 
new forms of artistic expression. 

The influence of globalization can also be observed in changing cultural preferences, lifestyles, 
consumption patterns, and participation in traditional activities. Social media, online platforms, streaming 
services, and digital archives have made Indian music, dance, films, crafts, literature, and other cultural 
expressions accessible to audiences around the world. Global exposure can provide opportunities for 
artists, craftspeople, performers, and cultural organizations to develop new markets and collaborations. At 
the same time, increased exposure to global cultural influences may affect traditional practices, particularly 
when younger generations adopt changing cultural preferences. Commercialization, cultural 
standardization, declining participation, and reduced transmission of traditional knowledge may create 
challenges for some local and folk traditions. However, globalization can also support cultural preservation 
through international recognition, digital documentation, cultural tourism, and educational initiatives. 
Therefore, the study of globalization and Indian art and cultural traditions is important for understanding 
the relationship between cultural exchange, artistic innovation, cultural identity, heritage preservation, and 
social change in contemporary India. 

 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The main aim of the study is to examine the impact of globalization on Indian art and cultural 
traditions and to understand how increasing global interaction is influencing traditional and contemporary 
cultural expressions. The study aims to examine changes in Indian literature, music, dance, theatre, 
painting, sculpture, architecture, handicrafts, folk arts, festivals, and traditional practices. It seeks to 
understand how international cultural exchange, modern communication, tourism, education, mass media, 
and digital technology have influenced Indian artistic practices. The study also aims to examine the 
interaction between traditional Indian forms and global artistic ideas, techniques, themes, and 
technologies. It further seeks to understand the changing role of artists, cultural practitioners, educational 
institutions, cultural organizations, and digital platforms in promoting Indian art and cultural traditions. 
The study aims to explore both the opportunities and challenges created by globalization for cultural 
development and preservation. 

The objectives of the study are to examine the major changes in Indian art and cultural traditions 
resulting from globalization; to identify the factors through which global influences reach Indian cultural 
practices; to study the influence of international media, cinema, television, tourism, education, and digital 
platforms; to examine the interaction between Indian traditional arts and contemporary global artistic 
forms; to understand changes in cultural preferences and participation among younger generations; to 
examine the influence of globalization on folk arts, handicrafts, classical arts, literature, and performing 
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arts; to study opportunities for artists and craftspeople created through international markets and cultural 
exchange; to identify challenges related to commercialization, cultural standardization, and declining 
traditional practices; to examine the role of digital technology in cultural preservation and promotion; and 
to understand the importance of maintaining cultural diversity and identity while encouraging innovation, 
cultural exchange, and contemporary artistic development. 

 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The literature on globalization and Indian art and culture indicates that cultural traditions are 
dynamic and continuously influenced by social, economic, technological, and international interactions. 
Appadurai (1996) examined globalization through the movement of people, media, technology, ideas, and 
cultural forms across geographical boundaries. His work provides a useful framework for understanding 
how global cultural flows influence local cultural practices. Bhabha (1994) discussed cultural interaction 
and the emergence of hybrid cultural identities, which is relevant to the study of contemporary Indian 
artistic expressions combining traditional and global influences. Giddens (1990) examined the broader 
social consequences of globalization and increasing interconnectedness among societies. In the Indian 
context, Basham (1954) highlighted the diversity and historical continuity of Indian civilization, including 
its literature, art, religion, architecture, and cultural practices. Nehru (1946) emphasized the plural and 
evolving character of Indian civilization. Vatsyayan (1977) examined classical Indian dance and its 
relationship with literature and the arts, providing insight into the continuity of traditional artistic 
knowledge. These studies collectively indicate that Indian cultural traditions have developed through 
interaction, adaptation, and exchange. 

Later studies have increasingly focused on globalization, mass media, digital technology, cultural 
industries, and changing patterns of cultural consumption. Guha-Thakurta (2004) examined the changing 
institutions and practices of art in colonial and postcolonial India, highlighting the role of museums, 
exhibitions, and cultural institutions in shaping artistic representation. Kapur (2000) discussed modernism 
and contemporary cultural practices in India and showed how Indian artists engage with both local 
traditions and international artistic developments. UNESCO's work on intangible cultural heritage 
emphasizes the importance of safeguarding traditional practices, performing arts, crafts, oral traditions, 
and cultural knowledge while recognizing that such traditions evolve over time. Research on digital media 
suggests that social media and online platforms have created new opportunities for artists and cultural 
practitioners to promote Indian art and reach international audiences. At the same time, existing literature 
identifies challenges associated with commercialization, changing consumer preferences, cultural 
standardization, declining participation in some traditional practices, and difficulties in intergenerational 
transmission. Overall, the literature suggests that globalization has created both opportunities and 
challenges for Indian art and cultural traditions and that further research is needed to understand its 
effects on cultural identity, artistic innovation, heritage preservation, and contemporary cultural 
development. 

 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The present study adopts a descriptive and analytical research methodology to examine the impact 
of globalization on Indian art and cultural traditions. The study focuses on major forms of Indian art and 
culture, including literature, music, classical and folk dance, theatre, painting, sculpture, architecture, 
handicrafts, folk arts, festivals, traditional customs, and oral traditions. The study uses both primary and 
secondary sources of information. Primary data may be collected through questionnaires, interviews, 
observations, group discussions, and interactions with artists, craftspeople, cultural practitioners, students, 
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teachers, and community members. Secondary data may be obtained from books, research journals, 
government publications, cultural reports, historical documents, newspapers, institutional publications, 
and reliable academic sources. The study examines changes in artistic practices, cultural participation, 
cultural preferences, methods of artistic presentation, and transmission of traditional knowledge. 
Particular attention is given to globalization, international cultural exchange, tourism, migration, education, 
mass media, cinema, television, and digital technology as major factors influencing Indian art and cultural 
traditions. 

The collected information is classified, organized, and interpreted according to the objectives of the 
study. Qualitative information is analyzed through descriptive and thematic methods to understand 
changes in cultural practices, artistic expression, cultural identity, and heritage preservation. Where 
quantitative data are available, frequency, percentage, averages, and other suitable statistical techniques 
may be used to interpret the findings. The study compares traditional and contemporary cultural practices 
and examines the influence of global cultural products and artistic ideas. Special attention is given to the 
changing cultural participation of younger generations and the role of social media and online platforms in 
promoting Indian art. The methodology also considers opportunities created by globalization, such as 
international exposure, cultural exchange, new markets, tourism, digital promotion, and artistic 
collaboration. Challenges such as commercialization, cultural standardization, declining participation, and 
reduced transmission of traditional knowledge are also examined. This methodology provides a systematic 
framework for understanding how globalization influences the continuity, transformation, preservation, 
and contemporary development of Indian art and cultural traditions. 

 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Indian art and cultural traditions have developed over centuries through diverse historical, social, 
religious, linguistic, and regional influences. Literature, music, dance, theatre, painting, sculpture, 
architecture, handicrafts, folk arts, festivals, rituals, and traditional knowledge have contributed 
significantly to cultural identity and collective life. Globalization has increased interaction between Indian 
society and the wider world through international trade, tourism, migration, education, communication, 
mass media, cinema, and digital technology. These developments have created opportunities for Indian 
artists and cultural practitioners to reach wider audiences and interact with international artistic 
traditions. Traditional art forms are increasingly being combined with modern techniques, themes, 
technologies, and methods of presentation. As a result, new forms of artistic and cultural expression are 
emerging. However, these changes also raise questions about the continuity, preservation, and 
transmission of traditional cultural practices. 

The increasing influence of global media and digital platforms has particularly affected cultural 
preferences and participation among younger generations. Exposure to international cultural products may 
influence lifestyles, artistic tastes, consumption patterns, and participation in traditional cultural activities. 
Commercialization and changing market demands may also affect folk arts, handicrafts, performing arts, 
and community-based traditions. At the same time, globalization provides opportunities through 
international recognition, cultural tourism, digital documentation, online promotion, and global markets. 
The impact may differ across regions, communities, and artistic traditions. Therefore, there is a need to 
examine both the opportunities and challenges associated with globalization and Indian art and culture. 
The problem of the study is to examine how globalization is influencing Indian artistic expressions and 
cultural traditions and to understand its implications for cultural identity, cultural diversity, traditional 
knowledge, artistic innovation, youth participation, and heritage preservation. 
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NEED OF THE STUDY 
The study of the impact of globalization on Indian art and cultural traditions is important because 

globalization has created increasing interaction between Indian society and cultures across the world. India 
possesses a rich and diverse cultural heritage expressed through literature, music, dance, theatre, painting, 
sculpture, architecture, handicrafts, folk arts, festivals, languages, rituals, and traditional knowledge. These 
cultural forms preserve historical experiences, social values, community identities, and collective 
memories. Globalization has influenced the ways in which these traditions are produced, practiced, 
transmitted, marketed, and experienced. International communication, tourism, education, migration, 
cinema, television, and digital technology have created opportunities for Indian artists and cultural 
practitioners to reach wider audiences. Global cultural interaction has also encouraged artists to adopt new 
themes, techniques, technologies, and methods of presentation. Therefore, there is a need to understand 
how Indian artistic and cultural traditions are adapting to changing global conditions. 

The study is also needed to examine the opportunities and challenges created by globalization for 
cultural preservation and development. Social media, online platforms, digital archives, international 
exhibitions, and cultural tourism can support the promotion and documentation of Indian cultural heritage. 
At the same time, changing lifestyles, commercialization, consumer preferences, cultural standardization, 
and declining participation among some younger generations may affect the continuity of traditional 
practices. The impact of globalization may differ across regions, communities, languages, and art forms, 
making systematic study necessary. Understanding these changes can help artists, cultural practitioners, 
educational institutions, researchers, cultural organizations, and policymakers develop appropriate 
approaches for preserving cultural diversity. The study can also contribute to greater awareness of the 
relationship between cultural identity and global cultural exchange. It is therefore necessary to examine 
how globalization influences traditional knowledge, artistic creativity, youth participation, cultural identity, 
heritage preservation, and the contemporary development of Indian art and cultural traditions. 

 
FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH 

Future research can examine the impact of globalization on specific forms of Indian art and cultural 
traditions across different regions, states, languages, and communities. Separate studies may focus on 
classical music, folk music, classical and folk dance, theatre, literature, painting, sculpture, architecture, 
handicrafts, festivals, traditional knowledge, and oral traditions. Comparative studies between rural and 
urban communities can provide a better understanding of differences in cultural participation and 
preservation. Research can examine how globalization has influenced the themes, techniques, materials, 
performance styles, marketing methods, and audiences of Indian artists. Greater attention may be given to 
the experiences and economic conditions of traditional artists, craftspeople, performers, and cultural 
practitioners. Studies can investigate the role of educational institutions in transmitting traditional 
knowledge in an increasingly globalized environment. Research on youth participation can help 
understand changing cultural preferences and attitudes towards traditional and contemporary art forms. 
Further studies may also examine the influence of international tourism, migration, cultural festivals, and 
cross-cultural collaborations on Indian cultural practices. 

Future researchers should give greater attention to the influence of digital technology, social media, 
streaming platforms, online marketplaces, artificial intelligence, and digital archives on Indian art and 
cultural traditions. Longitudinal studies can examine how globalization affects cultural practices over 
extended periods and how traditions are transmitted between generations. Interdisciplinary research 
involving sociology, anthropology, history, economics, education, media studies, cultural studies, and 
technology can provide a broader understanding of cultural transformation. Research may also examine 
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the relationship between globalization, cultural tourism, employment, entrepreneurship, and local 
economic development. Studies can evaluate programmes designed to preserve folk arts, handicrafts, 
traditional languages, performing arts, and indigenous knowledge. Further research should explore 
methods of digital documentation and sustainable preservation of vulnerable cultural traditions. Greater 
attention can be given to balancing global cultural exchange with the protection of cultural diversity and 
identity. Such research can contribute to developing effective approaches for preserving Indian cultural 
heritage while encouraging creativity, innovation, international cooperation, and contemporary artistic 
expression. 

 
Scope and Limitations 

The scope of the study covers the influence of globalization on major forms of Indian art and 
cultural traditions. It includes literature, classical and folk music, classical and folk dance, theatre, painting, 
sculpture, architecture, handicrafts, folk arts, festivals, rituals, traditional knowledge, and oral traditions. 
The study examines how global cultural interaction has influenced artistic themes, techniques, materials, 
performance styles, presentation methods, cultural participation, and patterns of consumption. It considers 
the influence of international communication, tourism, migration, education, cinema, television, mass 
media, and digital technology on Indian cultural practices. The study also covers the interaction between 
traditional Indian art forms and contemporary global artistic expressions. Attention is given to cultural 
identity, cultural diversity, heritage preservation, youth participation, artistic creativity, and transmission 
of traditional knowledge. The role of artists, craftspeople, cultural practitioners, educational institutions, 
cultural organizations, and digital platforms in promoting Indian art is also included. The study further 
considers opportunities created by globalization, including international recognition, cultural exchange, 
digital promotion, tourism, collaboration, and access to wider markets. 

The study has certain limitations because India's cultural diversity makes it difficult to examine 
every regional, linguistic, tribal, folk, and community-based tradition within a single study. The influence of 
globalization differs across art forms, geographical areas, social groups, and communities, so the findings 
may not represent all cultural experiences equally. Some traditional practices are transmitted orally and 
may have limited written or digital documentation. The availability and reliability of secondary information 
may also vary between different cultural traditions. Differences in education, economic conditions, 
technological access, and exposure to global media can influence cultural participation and may affect 
research findings. Rapid changes in digital technology and global cultural trends make contemporary 
cultural practices dynamic. Commercialization may also create different effects for traditional artists, 
craftspeople, and cultural organizations. Therefore, the findings should be interpreted within the 
geographical, social, cultural, and methodological boundaries of the study. Despite these limitations, the 
study provides a useful framework for understanding the opportunities and challenges created by 
globalization for Indian art, cultural identity, traditional knowledge, and heritage preservation. 

 
Scope of Study:  

The scope of the study covers the influence of globalization on the diverse forms of Indian art and 
cultural traditions. It includes literature, classical and folk music, classical and folk dances, theatre, 
painting, sculpture, architecture, handicrafts, folk arts, festivals, rituals, customs, oral traditions, and 
traditional knowledge. The study examines how globalization has influenced the themes, techniques, 
materials, styles, presentation, production, marketing, and consumption of Indian artistic and cultural 
expressions. It considers the role of international communication, tourism, migration, education, cinema, 
television, mass media, and digital technology in increasing interaction between Indian and global cultures. 
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The study also covers the influence of global artistic trends on contemporary Indian artists and cultural 
practitioners. Special attention is given to the interaction between traditional Indian forms and modern or 
global artistic practices. The scope further includes changes in cultural preferences, lifestyles, participation, 
and cultural consumption among different sections of society, particularly younger generations. 

The study also examines the opportunities created by globalization for the promotion and 
preservation of Indian art and cultural traditions. Digital platforms, social media, online exhibitions, 
cultural festivals, international collaborations, tourism, and global markets have provided new 
opportunities for artists, craftspeople, performers, writers, and cultural organizations to reach wider 
audiences. The study considers the role of globalization in increasing international recognition, cultural 
exchange, employment opportunities, cultural entrepreneurship, and documentation of traditional 
practices. At the same time, it covers challenges such as commercialization, cultural standardization, 
changing consumer preferences, declining participation in some traditional practices, and weakening 
intergenerational transmission of cultural knowledge. The scope includes consideration of cultural identity, 
cultural diversity, heritage preservation, innovation, and adaptation. It recognizes that the effects of 
globalization may differ across regions, communities, languages, and artistic traditions. Thus, the study 
provides a broad understanding of how globalization is reshaping Indian art and cultural traditions while 
creating both opportunities for development and concerns regarding cultural continuity and preservation. 

 
DISCUSSION: 

Globalization has significantly influenced the development, presentation, and transmission of 
Indian art and cultural traditions. Increased international communication, tourism, migration, education, 
mass media, cinema, television, and digital technology have created greater interaction between Indian 
cultural practices and global artistic influences. Indian artists, musicians, dancers, writers, filmmakers, 
designers, craftspeople, and performers are increasingly exposed to international styles, techniques, 
themes, and technologies. This interaction has encouraged experimentation and the development of new 
forms of artistic expression while allowing traditional elements to be combined with contemporary ideas. 
Digital platforms and social media have also helped Indian cultural practices reach audiences beyond 
regional and national boundaries. Traditional music, dance, handicrafts, paintings, festivals, literature, and 
folk performances can now be promoted through online platforms, digital exhibitions, videos, and 
international cultural events. Globalization has therefore created opportunities for cultural exchange, 
international recognition, tourism, collaboration, and wider markets for Indian artists and cultural 
practitioners. 

At the same time, globalization has created important challenges for the continuity of certain Indian 
cultural traditions. Changing lifestyles, consumer preferences, commercial pressures, and exposure to 
standardized global cultural products may influence the participation of younger generations in traditional 
practices. Some folk arts, handicrafts, languages, oral traditions, and community-based practices may face 
difficulties when traditional knowledge is not adequately transmitted from one generation to another. 
Commercialization can also change the original purpose, form, or social meaning of cultural expressions 
when they are adapted primarily for wider markets. However, globalization does not necessarily result 
only in cultural loss; it can also support preservation through digital documentation, cultural education, 
online promotion, museums, international collaborations, and cultural tourism. The overall discussion 
indicates that Indian art and cultural traditions are undergoing processes of adaptation, interaction, and 
transformation. The future of these traditions depends on maintaining cultural identity and diversity while 
allowing artists and communities to respond creatively to changing social, technological, and global 
conditions. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS:  
The study recommends strengthening systematic preservation and promotion of Indian art and 

cultural traditions in the context of globalization. Traditional arts, folk practices, handicrafts, classical 
music, dance, theatre, literature, festivals, oral traditions, and traditional knowledge should be documented 
through books, audio-visual records, digital archives, museums, and educational resources. Educational 
institutions should provide greater opportunities for students to learn about local and national cultural 
heritage through workshops, performances, exhibitions, field visits, and interaction with artists and 
craftspeople. Artists and cultural practitioners should be encouraged to use digital technology and social 
media for presenting and promoting their work to wider audiences. Government institutions, cultural 
organizations, universities, and community groups should support cultural festivals, exhibitions, training 
programmes, research activities, and platforms that provide visibility to traditional art forms. Greater 
attention should be given to regional, folk, tribal, and community-based traditions that may receive limited 
exposure in global cultural markets. Cultural tourism can also be developed responsibly to create 
opportunities for artists and communities while maintaining the authenticity and social significance of 
cultural practices. 

There is also a need to encourage a balanced relationship between globalization, innovation, and 
cultural preservation. Artists should be supported in experimenting with modern techniques and global 
influences while retaining important elements of traditional knowledge and cultural identity. Financial 
assistance, skill-development programmes, market access, digital training, and entrepreneurship 
opportunities can strengthen the economic position of traditional artists and craftspeople. Online platforms 
and digital marketplaces should be used responsibly to expand the reach of Indian cultural products and 
performances. Research institutions should conduct continuous studies on the changing preferences of 
youth and the effects of globalization on different regional and cultural communities. Measures should be 
taken to encourage intergenerational transmission of traditional skills through mentorship and 
community-based learning. Intellectual property and traditional cultural expressions should receive 
appropriate protection against unauthorized commercial use. Greater cooperation among artists, 
educational institutions, cultural organizations, policymakers, technology platforms, and local communities 
can help ensure that globalization becomes a means of cultural exchange and creative development while 
supporting the continuity, diversity, and sustainability of Indian art and cultural traditions. 

 
CONCLUSION:  

Globalization has brought significant changes to Indian art and cultural traditions by increasing 
interaction between Indian society and cultures across the world. Advances in communication, 
transportation, tourism, education, mass media, cinema, television, and digital technology have created 
new opportunities for Indian artists and cultural practitioners. Traditional music, dance, literature, theatre, 
painting, sculpture, handicrafts, folk arts, festivals, and other cultural expressions can now reach wider 
national and international audiences. Global cultural interaction has encouraged artists to experiment with 
new techniques, themes, technologies, and forms of presentation. It has also supported international 
cultural exchange, collaboration, tourism, digital promotion, and access to new markets. Social media and 
online platforms have particularly expanded opportunities for the documentation and promotion of 
cultural practices. Thus, globalization has contributed to the transformation of Indian artistic expressions 
and has created new possibilities for creativity, visibility, and cultural participation. 

However, the impact of globalization also raises concerns regarding cultural continuity and 
preservation. Changing lifestyles, consumer preferences, commercialization, cultural standardization, and 
reduced participation among younger generations may create difficulties for the transmission of certain 
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traditional practices. Folk arts, handicrafts, oral traditions, regional languages, and community-based 
cultural knowledge may require special attention to ensure their continuity. At the same time, globalization 
can be used as a supportive force for cultural preservation through digital documentation, cultural 
education, responsible tourism, international exhibitions, community initiatives, and institutional support. 
The study concludes that Indian art and cultural traditions are not simply disappearing under globalization 
but are continuously adapting and developing through interaction with changing social and technological 
environments. A balanced approach is therefore necessary, in which cultural identity and heritage are 
protected while innovation, creativity, and constructive global cultural exchange are encouraged. Such an 
approach can contribute to the sustainable development, diversity, and continued relevance of Indian art 
and cultural traditions. 
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