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ABSTRACT

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule was one of the important social
reformers of nineteenth-century India who challenged caste
inequality, social discrimination, gender-based oppression, and the
denial of education to marginalized communities. His reform
activities emerged in the context of deeply rooted social hierarchies
and inequalities in colonial Maharashtra. Phule emphasized
education as an important means of social transformation and
worked to expand educational opportunities for girls, women, and
socially disadvantaged groups. Along with Savitribai Phule, he
played a pioneering role in establishing schools for girls and
promoting education among communities that had limited access to formal learning.

Phule strongly criticized the caste system and the social and religious practices that legitimized
inequality. Through the establishment of the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873, he sought to promote social
equality, rational thinking, and the rights of lower and oppressed social groups. His writings, including
Gulamgiri (Slavery), examined caste domination and the exploitation of marginalized communities. He also
raised issues concerning women's status, widowhood, child marriage, and the need for social dignity and
justice.

The present study examines Jyotirao Phule's contribution to the social reform movement, with
particular attention to his educational initiatives, anti-caste ideas, advocacy of women's rights, organizational
activities, and writings. It also analyses the social context of nineteenth-century Maharashtra and evaluates
the significance and limitations of his reform efforts. The study concludes that Phule's ideas contributed
substantially to the development of anti-caste thought, social equality, and educational reform and influenced
later movements for social justice in India.

KEYWORDS: Jyotirao Phule, Social Reform Movement, Satyashodhak Samaj, Anti-Caste Movement, Social
Equality, Caste Discrimination, Women’s Education, Women’s Rights, Savitribai Phule, Education for
Marginalized Communities.

INTRODUCTION

The nineteenth century was a significant period of social and intellectual transformation in India.
Indian society was marked by rigid caste hierarchies, social discrimination, unequal access to education,
restrictions on women, and various customs that affected the lives of marginalized communities. In this
historical context, Jyotirao Govindrao Phule (1827-1890) emerged as an important social reformer in

Available online at www.lbp.world



JYOTIRAO PHULE AND THE SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENT VOLUME - 12 | ISSUE - 11 | MAY - 2023

Maharashtra. He questioned established social inequalities and advocated education, social equality,
dignity, and justice for communities that had been historically disadvantaged. Jyotirao Phule considered
education a major instrument of social transformation. Along with Savitribai Phule, he worked to promote
education for girls and for socially marginalized communities at a time when educational opportunities
were highly unequal. Their educational initiatives challenged prevailing social attitudes and contributed to
the wider development of educational reform in nineteenth-century Maharashtra. Phule believed that the
spread of knowledge could enable oppressed groups to understand and challenge social inequalities.

A central feature of Phule’s reform movement was his criticism of the caste system. He challenged
forms of social hierarchy and religious authority that, in his interpretation, supported the domination of
lower social groups. His reform ideas focused on the dignity and rights of Shudras and other marginalized
sections of society. Through his writings and public activities, he encouraged critical examination of social
traditions and emphasized equality as a foundation of social life. In 1873, Phule founded the Satyashodhak
Samaj, or Society of Seekers of Truth. The organization sought to promote social equality, challenge caste-
based discrimination, and provide a platform for communities that were excluded from dominant social
and religious institutions. It emphasized social reform, rational thinking, and resistance to practices that
maintained social inequality. The organization became an important institution in the development of non-
Brahman social consciousness in Maharashtra.

Phule also addressed issues relating to women'’s status and social justice. He criticized practices
such as child marriage and the difficulties faced by widows and supported measures intended to improve
women’s social position. His reform activities included efforts to provide educational and social support to
women and vulnerable sections of society. His ideas therefore connected caste reform with broader
questions of gender and social equality. Phule’s writings were an important means of communicating his
reformist ideas. Works such as Gulamgiri (Slavery) examined caste oppression and social exploitation
through a critical historical and social perspective. He used literature and public argument to question
accepted assumptions and to encourage marginalized communities to develop social awareness and
collective organization.

The present study examines Jyotirao Phule’s contribution to the social reform movement in India,
with particular emphasis on nineteenth-century Maharashtra. It analyses his educational initiatives, anti-
caste ideas, advocacy of women’s rights, establishment of the Satyashodhak Samaj, and contribution
through writings and public activism. The study also considers the historical context, significance, and
limitations of his reform movement and its influence on later struggles for social equality and justice in
India.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1. To examine the life, background, and intellectual development of Jyotirao Phule in the social and
historical context of nineteenth-century Maharashtra.

2. To study Phule’s ideas concerning social inequality, caste discrimination, and the traditional social
hierarchy.

3. To analyse his contribution to the promotion of education among women and socially marginalized
communities.

4. To examine the role of Savitribai Phule and their educational initiatives in the development of women’s
education and social reform.

5. To study the establishment, objectives, and activities of the Satyashodhak Samaj and its contribution to
social equality.
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6. To analyse Phule’s criticism of caste-based discrimination and his advocacy of the rights and dignity of
Shudras, Atishudras, and other marginalized groups.

7. To examine his views and activities concerning women's rights, widowhood, child marriage, and other

social issues.

To study Phule’s major writings, including Gulamgiri, as sources of his social and anti-caste thought.

9. To assess the influence of Phule’s reform ideas on subsequent social reform and movements for social
justice in Maharashtra and India.

10. To understand the historical significance, achievements, and limitations of Jyotirao Phule’s contribution
to the social reform movement.

®©

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The scholarly literature on Jyotirao Phule and the Social Reform Movement is extensive and covers
caste, education, gender, religion, social justice, and the development of non-Brahman movements in
nineteenth-century Maharashtra. Historians and social scientists have examined Phule’s life, writings,
organizations, and reform activities from different perspectives, providing an important foundation for the
present study. Rosalind O’Hanlon’s Caste, Conflict and Ideology: Mahatma Jotirao Phule and Low Caste
Protest in Nineteenth-Century Western India provides a detailed historical and sociological analysis of
Phule’s challenge to caste hierarchy. The work situates Phule within the social conditions of nineteenth-
century Western India and examines the development of low-caste protest and anti-caste consciousness.
Gail Omvedt’s Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahman Movement in Western India, 1873-
1930 examines the broader social and cultural background of the non-Brahman movement and gives
considerable attention to Phule’s ideas and the Satyashodhak tradition. The study helps explain the
relationship between Phule’s reform programme and the later development of organized struggles against
caste inequality.

Dhananjay Keer’s biographical work on Mahatma Jotirao Phule provides an account of his life,
educational activities, social reform initiatives, writings, and organizational work. It is useful for
understanding the chronology of Phule’s activities and his role in nineteenth-century Maharashtra. G. P.
Deshpande, in writings dealing with Phule and the anti-caste tradition, places his thought within the wider
history of social transformation and examines the intellectual foundations of his criticism of caste, religion,
and social inequality. Such studies are useful for understanding Phule not merely as a social activist but
also as a thinker who developed a distinct critique of social hierarchy. Eleanor Zelliot’s studies of the
history of marginalized communities and social movements in India help place Phule’s contribution within
the longer development of movements for social equality. Her work provides useful perspectives on the
relationship between nineteenth-century reform and later anti-caste movements.

B. R. Ambedkar’s writings are also important for understanding the historical significance of Phule.
Ambedkar recognized Phule as an important predecessor in the struggle against caste inequality and social
oppression. His writings provide a framework for relating Phule’s ideas to the later development of
organized movements for social justice. S. Natarajan’s A Century of Social Reform in India discusses
nineteenth-century Indian reform movements and provides a broader context for understanding Phule
alongside other reformers. The work is useful for locating his activities within the wider history of Indian
social reform. A. R. Desai’s writings on the social background of Indian nationalism provide a wider
sociological framework for examining social transformation, emerging public consciousness, and the
relationship between social reform and changing political conditions. Such a perspective helps situate
Phule’s work within the broader processes of nineteenth-century social change. Studies on women’s
education and the role of Savitribai Phule have further expanded the literature on Phule’s reform
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movement. These works demonstrate that education for girls and marginalized communities was a central
component of the Phule reform programme and connect his activities with the broader history of women’s
social reform in India.

Research Methodology

The present study, titled “Jyotirao Phule and the Social Reform Movement,” adopts a historical,
analytical, and qualitative research methodology. The study is primarily based on secondary sources such
as books, scholarly articles, biographies, historical records, research papers, and published studies relating
to Jyotirao Phule, Savitribai Phule, the Satyashodhak Samaj, and nineteenth-century Maharashtra. Primary
sources, wherever available, including Phule’s writings, speeches, publications, and contemporary records,
are used to understand his ideas and reform activities within their historical context. The historical method
is employed to examine the social, economic, religious, educational, and cultural conditions of nineteenth-
century Maharashtra that influenced Phule’s reformist thought. Particular attention is given to caste
discrimination, unequal access to education, the social position of women, and the conditions of
marginalized communities. The study analyses Phule’s educational initiatives, his association with
Savitribai Phule, the establishment and activities of the Satyashodhak Samaj, his criticism of caste
hierarchy, and his advocacy of social equality and justice.

The analytical method is used to interpret Phule’s writings and reform activities and to examine
their significance within the broader social reform movement. His major works, including Gulamgiri, are
studied as important sources for understanding his critique of caste, social exploitation, and religious
authority. Relevant historical scholarship is critically examined to identify different interpretations of his
contribution, objectives, achievements, and limitations. The study follows a qualitative approach and does
not primarily depend on statistical analysis. Historical evidence is examined through contextual
interpretation, comparison, and critical evaluation of available sources. References to other nineteenth-
century reformers and social movements are used where appropriate to place Phule’s work within the
wider history of social transformation in India. The methodology therefore aims to provide a balanced
historical understanding of Jyotirao Phule’s role in promoting education, challenging caste inequality,
advocating women'’s rights, and developing organized social reform through the Satyashodhak Samaj.

Statement of the Problem

The nineteenth century was a period of significant social transformation in India, but Indian society
continued to be characterized by rigid caste hierarchies, social discrimination, unequal access to education,
gender inequality, and various forms of social exclusion. In Maharashtra, these conditions affected Shudras,
Atishudras, women, and other socially disadvantaged communities. The unequal distribution of educational
and social opportunities created a need for reform and challenged emerging ideas of equality and social
justice. In this historical context, Jyotirao Govindrao Phule emerged as an influential social reformer who
questioned established caste and social structures. The central problem of the present study is to examine
the nature and extent of Phule’s contribution to the social reform movement and to understand how his
ideas challenged prevailing forms of social inequality.

The study seeks to examine Phule’s role in promoting education for girls and marginalized
communities, particularly through his educational initiatives with Savitribai Phule. It also investigates his
criticism of caste discrimination and social hierarchy and his efforts to promote dignity, equality, and social
awareness among disadvantaged groups. Another important aspect of the problem is to examine the
establishment of the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873, its objectives, activities, and role in challenging caste-
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based social and religious inequalities. The study also considers Phule’s writings, particularly Gulamgiri, as
important expressions of his critique of caste oppression and social exploitation.

The problem further involves understanding the relationship between Phule’s reform activities and
the wider social, economic, religious, and educational conditions of nineteenth-century Maharashtra. It is
necessary to examine both the achievements and limitations of his reform movement and to understand
the extent to which his ideas influenced subsequent movements for social equality and justice. Thus, the
present study seeks to provide a historical and analytical understanding of Jyotirao Phule’s contribution to
the social reform movement, with particular emphasis on education, anti-caste thought, women’s rights,
social equality, and the organizational activities of the Satyashodhak Samaj.

Need of the Study

The study of Jyotirao Phule and the Social Reform Movement is important for understanding the
nature of social inequality and the emergence of reformist ideas in nineteenth-century Maharashtra. Indian
society during this period was characterized by rigid caste hierarchies, unequal access to education, gender
discrimination, and social exclusion. Studying Phule’s response to these conditions helps explain the
development of organized efforts to challenge established social inequalities. The study is particularly
needed to understand Phule’s contribution to education as an instrument of social change. His efforts,
together with Savitribai Phule, to promote education for girls and marginalized communities represented
an important challenge to existing restrictions on educational access. Examining these initiatives provides
insight into the relationship between education, social awareness, and social transformation. The study is
also necessary to examine Phule’s criticism of the caste system and social hierarchy. His ideas concerning
the rights, dignity, and equality of Shudras, Atishudras, and other disadvantaged communities provide an
important historical perspective on the development of anti-caste thought in India. His writings and public
activities demonstrate the role of intellectual criticism in questioning established forms of social
domination.

Another important need of the study is to understand the role of the Satyashodhak Samaj,
established by Phule in 1873. Examining its objectives and activities helps explain the development of
organized social reform and collective efforts to challenge caste-based inequalities and promote social
equality. The study is further required to examine Phule’s contribution to women’s social reform. His
opposition to practices that adversely affected women and his support for women’s education and social
dignity connect his anti-caste programme with broader questions of gender equality and social justice. The
study is also significant for understanding the historical importance of Phule’s writings, particularly
Gulamgiri, in the development of social and anti-caste thought. His use of writing and public argument
provided a means of communicating reformist ideas and developing social awareness among marginalized
sections.

Finally, the study is needed to understand the long-term significance of Phule’s reform movement.
Examining his educational work, anti-caste ideas, women's reform, organizational activities, and social
philosophy provides a broader understanding of the historical foundations of later movements for equality
and social justice in Maharashtra and India.

Further Suggestions for Research

Further research on Jyotirao Phule and the Social Reform Movement can undertake a detailed study
of his original writings, letters, speeches, publications, and contemporary records to develop a deeper
understanding of his social and intellectual thought. Greater use of primary sources can help clarify the
historical context in which Phule developed his criticism of caste, social inequality, and educational
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exclusion. Future studies can undertake a comparative analysis of Jyotirao Phule with other nineteenth-
century social reformers such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Swami Dayanand Saraswati, and Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan. Such research can examine similarities and differences in their approaches to education, religion,
caste, women's rights, and social transformation. Further research may examine the Satyashodhak Samaj in
greater detail, particularly its organizational structure, membership, activities, social base, and
development in different regions of Maharashtra. The spread of Satyashodhak ideas beyond Pune and their
reception among different social groups also require further historical investigation.

Research can also focus specifically on Savitribai Phule and women's education, examining the
educational institutions established by the Phules, the experiences of female students, and the wider social
response to women's education in nineteenth-century Maharashtra. Such studies can provide a more
comprehensive understanding of the gender dimension of the Phule reform movement. Another important
area for future research is the relationship between Phule’s ideas and the economic conditions of
marginalized communities. Studies may examine land relations, agricultural labour, poverty, social
exploitation, and access to economic resources in nineteenth-century Maharashtra to understand the
material dimensions of his social critique. Further interdisciplinary research involving history, sociology,
political science, education, gender studies, and religious studies can provide new interpretations of Phule’s
contribution. Researchers can also investigate the influence of his ideas on later non-Brahman, anti-caste,
educational, and social justice movements in Maharashtra and other parts of India.

Finally, future research should examine both the achievements and limitations of the Phule
movement. Regional differences, variations in social participation, contemporary opposition to reform, and
the extent of the movement’s influence among different communities can be studied to develop a balanced
understanding of its historical significance.

Scope and Limitations
Scope of the Study

The study of “Jyotirao Phule and the Social Reform Movement” focuses on the social, educational,
cultural, and intellectual contributions of Jyotirao Phule during the nineteenth century, particularly in the
context of Maharashtra. The study examines the social conditions that influenced his reformist ideas,
including caste-based inequality, social exclusion, unequal access to education, and gender discrimination.
The scope of the study includes Phule’s contribution to education, particularly his efforts to promote
education among girls and marginalized communities along with Savitribai Phule. It also examines his
criticism of caste hierarchy, his advocacy of social equality and justice, and his efforts to improve the social
position of disadvantaged communities.

The study covers the establishment and activities of the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 and examines
its role in challenging caste-based social and religious inequalities. Phule’s major writings, particularly
Gulamgiri, are also considered to understand his social philosophy, criticism of caste oppression, and ideas
concerning social transformation. The study further considers Phule’s contribution to women’s social
reform, including his views on women's education, widowhood, child marriage, and social dignity. His work
is examined within the wider historical context of nineteenth-century social reform in Maharashtra and its
relationship with subsequent movements for social equality and justice.

Limitations of the Study

The study is primarily historical and qualitative and depends substantially on available primary and
secondary sources. The availability and interpretation of nineteenth-century documents may limit the
reconstruction of certain aspects of Phule’s activities and the responses of contemporary communities.
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Different scholars have also interpreted Phule’s ideas from different historical, sociological, and ideological
perspectives. The study focuses mainly on Jyotirao Phule and the social reform movement in nineteenth-
century Maharashtra and therefore does not provide an exhaustive account of every social reform
movement in India. Although connections with broader Indian reform movements are considered, the
detailed regional focus remains Maharashtra.

Another limitation concerns the availability of evidence regarding the experiences and responses of
ordinary members of marginalized communities. Historical records are often more extensive for educated
and organized groups than for rural and less literate populations. Consequently, the study cannot assume
that Phule’s ideas and activities had an identical impact on all sections of society. The study also recognizes
that Phule’s reform movement developed within specific nineteenth-century social, economic, religious,
and colonial conditions. Therefore, his ideas and achievements are interpreted within their historical
context rather than evaluated solely according to contemporary social standards.

Findings

The study finds that Jyotirao Phule was an important figure in the development of social reform and
anti-caste thought in nineteenth-century Maharashtra. His reform activities addressed interconnected
issues of caste inequality, educational exclusion, gender discrimination, and social injustice. The study finds
that education was central to Phule’s reform programme. Along with Savitribai Phule, he promoted
education for girls and socially marginalized communities. Their educational initiatives challenged
prevailing restrictions on access to learning and demonstrated Phule’s belief that education could develop
social awareness and contribute to the transformation of unequal social relationships. The findings indicate
that Phule made a sustained critique of the caste system and social hierarchy. He questioned forms of social
and religious authority that, in his interpretation, legitimized the subordination of Shudras, Atishudras, and
other disadvantaged groups. His emphasis on equality and human dignity contributed to the development
of an organized critique of caste inequality in Maharashtra.

The study also finds that the establishment of the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 was a major
organizational development in Phule’s reform movement. The organization provided a platform for
challenging caste-based inequalities and promoting social awareness, equality, and independent thinking
among marginalized communities. Phule’s contribution to women'’s social reform is another significant
finding. His support for women’s education and his efforts concerning widows and other vulnerable
women demonstrated that his reform programme addressed both caste and gender inequalities. His
collaboration with Savitribai Phule was particularly important in advancing educational initiatives for
women. The study finds that Phule’s writings were an important means of communicating his reformist
ideas. In works such as Gulamgiri, he critically examined caste oppression, social exploitation, and
historical narratives concerning social hierarchy. His writings helped articulate a systematic critique of
existing inequalities and encouraged social awareness among disadvantaged communities.

The findings further indicate that Phule connected social reform with economic and material
concerns. His criticism of exploitation and his attention to the conditions of cultivators and disadvantaged
communities demonstrate that his understanding of social inequality extended beyond caste and education
to questions of economic justice. The study also finds that Phule’s reform movement contributed to the
development of collective social consciousness among marginalized communities. The Satyashodhak Samaj
and related reform activities encouraged organization and public participation and provided an alternative
platform for questioning established social structures. At the same time, the study finds that the reach and
impact of the movement were historically uneven. Its influence varied across regions and social groups,
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and many caste and gender inequalities continued despite reform efforts. The movement therefore
represents an important stage in a longer and continuing history of struggles for social equality.

Discussion

The study of Jyotirao Phule and the Social Reform Movement demonstrates that his contribution
needs to be understood within the social, educational, economic, and cultural conditions of nineteenth-
century Maharashtra. During this period, caste hierarchy, unequal access to education, gender
discrimination, and social exclusion influenced the lives of large sections of society. Phule’s reform
programme directly addressed these inequalities and developed a strong emphasis on education, social
awareness, equality, and human dignity. One of the most significant aspects of Phule’s work was his
criticism of caste-based social hierarchy. He questioned social and religious practices that, in his
interpretation, supported the dominance of privileged groups and the subordination of Shudras,
Atishudras, and other marginalized communities. His approach differed from reform efforts that
concentrated mainly on modifying particular customs within existing social structures. Phule placed social
equality and the transformation of unequal relationships at the centre of his reform programme. Education
was an important instrument in Phule’s strategy for social change. Along with Savitribai Phule, he worked
to provide educational opportunities to girls and marginalized communities. These initiatives challenged
the prevailing restrictions on education and demonstrated the connection Phule established between
knowledge and social emancipation. The educational work of the Phules therefore represents an important
dimension of the history of women'’s education and marginalized-community education in Maharashtra.

The establishment of the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 marked an important stage in the
organization of Phule’s reform activities. The organization sought to challenge caste-based inequalities and
promote social equality and independent thought. It created a collective platform through which
disadvantaged groups could participate in social reform and question established forms of authority. The
development of the Satyashodhak tradition also contributed to the growth of non-Brahman social
consciousness in Maharashtra. Phule’s reform activities also demonstrate the close relationship between
caste and gender issues. His concern with women's education, widowhood, child marriage, and women's
social dignity indicates that his reform programme was not restricted to caste alone. The participation of
Savitribai Phule was especially significant because educational reform became an important means of
addressing women's social exclusion. The discussion of Phule’s writings further reveals the intellectual
dimension of his reform movement. In Gulamgiri, he developed a forceful critique of caste oppression and
social exploitation. His writings challenged dominant interpretations of history and religion and sought to
encourage marginalized communities to develop social awareness. Literature and public argument
consequently became important instruments of his reform activities.

Another important dimension is Phule’s attention to the economic conditions of cultivators and
disadvantaged communities. His social critique included concerns about exploitation, poverty, and unequal
economic relationships. This indicates that he understood social inequality as interconnected with material
conditions and not merely as a matter of religious or cultural practice. At the same time, the discussion
must recognize the historical context and limitations of the Phule movement. Its organizational influence
was strongest in Maharashtra, and its impact varied among different communities and regions. Social
inequalities were deeply rooted and could not be transformed immediately through reform initiatives.
Contemporary opposition and limited access to education and organizational resources also affected the
wider reach of reform activities.
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Conclusion

Jyotirao Phule occupies an important place in the history of social reform in nineteenth-century
India, particularly in Maharashtra. His reform movement emerged in response to deeply rooted caste
inequalities, social exclusion, unequal access to education, and discrimination against women and
marginalized communities. Rather than limiting his efforts to individual social customs, Phule questioned
broader structures of social hierarchy and advocated equality, dignity, education, and social justice.
Education formed the foundation of his approach to social transformation. Along with Savitribai Phule, he
promoted education for girls and socially disadvantaged communities and challenged restrictions that
limited access to learning. His educational initiatives demonstrated his belief that knowledge could create
social awareness and provide marginalized groups with greater opportunities for participation in society.

Phule’s establishment of the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 gave an organized form to his social
reform activities. The organization sought to challenge caste-based inequality, encourage independent
thinking, and promote social equality. His writings, particularly Gulamgiri, further developed his critique of
caste oppression, social exploitation, and unequal social relations. His contribution also extended to
women'’s social reform and economic concerns. His support for women’s education and his efforts
concerning widows and vulnerable sections reflected a broader understanding of social justice. His
attention to the conditions of cultivators and disadvantaged communities demonstrated that his critique of
inequality also included economic and material dimensions. The study concludes that Phule’s reform
movement had an important historical influence on the development of anti-caste thought, educational
reform, women's empowerment, and movements for social equality. At the same time, its influence was
shaped by the social and regional conditions of nineteenth-century Maharashtra and was not uniform
across all sections of Indian society.

Recommendations

The study recommends that Jyotirao Phule’s contribution to the social reform movement should be
studied within the broader historical context of nineteenth-century Maharashtra, with attention to caste,
education, gender, economic conditions, and social institutions. Educational institutions should include
Phule’s ideas and reform activities in courses on modern Indian history, sociology, social reform, and social
justice. Particular attention should be given to his contribution to education for girls and marginalized
communities and to the educational work carried out with Savitribai Phule. Greater emphasis should be
placed on preserving, translating, and studying Phule’s original writings, letters, speeches, and
contemporary records. Critical examination of these sources can provide a deeper understanding of his
social philosophy and reduce dependence on later interpretations.

The activities and historical development of the Satyashodhak Samaj should be examined through
regional and local studies. Research can investigate its membership, organizational structure, social base,
activities, and influence among different communities in Maharashtra. Further studies should examine the
relationship between Phule’s anti-caste ideas and women’s reform. His educational initiatives, criticism of
social inequality, and concern for women's dignity can be studied together to understand the
interconnected nature of caste and gender reform. Researchers should also investigate Phule’s views on the
economic conditions of cultivators and marginalized communities. Studies combining social history with
economic history can provide a broader understanding of his critique of exploitation and inequality.
Comparative studies of Phule with other nineteenth-century reformers can be encouraged to identify
differences and similarities in their approaches to caste, education, religion, women's rights, and social
transformation.
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Finally, greater attention should be given to the influence of Phule’s ideas on subsequent anti-caste,

non-Brahman, educational, and social justice movements. At the same time, research should critically
examine both the achievements and limitations of his movement to develop a balanced historical
understanding of its significance.
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