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ABSTRACT

Women played an important and increasingly visible role
in the Indian freedom movement against British colonial rule.
Although political participation was often shaped by prevailing
social and gender norms, women from different regions,
communities, and social backgrounds contributed to nationalist
activities through protests, political organization, constructive
work, underground resistance, fundraising, picketing, boycotts,
and public mobilization. Their participation expanded particularly
during the mass movements of the twentieth century. The present
study examines the role of women in the Indian freedom :
movement, with particular attention to their participation in the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil
Disobedience Movement, and Quit India Movement. It explores the contributions of prominent women such as
Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, Sucheta Kriplani, and other
regional activists, while also recognizing the participation of numerous less-documented women at local and
community levels. The study analyses the ways in which women participated in demonstrations, picketing of
foreign-goods and liquor shops, promotion of Khadi and Swadeshi, political education, organizational
activities, imprisonment, and underground resistance. It also examines the social challenges faced by women
who entered public political life and the changing relationship between nationalism, women'’s participation,
and social reform.

The study further considers the diversity of women’s experiences. Women'’s participation varied
according to region, class, caste, community, education, and political circumstances. Their contribution
therefore needs to be understood as part of a broader and diverse national movement rather than as a
uniform experience. The study concludes that women’s participation strengthened the social base of the Indian
freedom movement and contributed significantly to the development of political awareness and public
activism among women. Their involvement also challenged conventional boundaries between domestic and
public life and formed an important part of the broader history of India’s struggle for independence and the
development of women'’s political participation.

KEYWORDS: Women in the Indian Freedom Movement, Indian National Movement, Women'’s Participation,
Freedom Struggle, Mahatma Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Aruna Asaf Ali.
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INTRODUCTION

Women played an important and increasingly visible role in the Indian freedom movement,
particularly during the mass nationalist campaigns of the twentieth century. Their participation developed
within a society where women'’s public and political activities were often restricted by prevailing social and
cultural norms. The growth of nationalist politics, especially under Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership, created
new opportunities for women to participate in demonstrations, boycott campaigns, constructive
programmes, political organization, and civil resistance. Women participated in several important phases
of the national movement, including the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and
Quit India Movement. During the Civil Disobedience Movement, women took part in the Salt Satyagraha,
picketing, boycott of foreign goods, and other forms of non-violent protest. In Bombay, for example, women
led by Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay participated in salt-making activities at Chowpatty in April 1930, while
Sarojini Naidu addressed public gatherings and encouraged participation in the campaign. The
participation of women extended beyond prominent national leaders. Women volunteers and local activists
took part in organizational and political activities at the regional level. In Karnataka, for example, women
volunteers associated with the Seva Dal participated in training and civil-disobedience activities during the
1930s. Such regional experiences demonstrate that women’s participation was connected with local
political organizations as well as national campaigns.

Several prominent women became important figures in the national movement. Sarojini Naidu
participated in nationalist politics and held leadership positions within the Indian National Congress.
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay participated in the Salt Satyagraha and worked to expand women’s
participation in political activity. During the Quit India Movement, Aruna Asaf Ali became widely associated
with the public raising of the national flag at Gowalia Tank Maidan in Bombay in August 1942. Sucheta
Kriplani also played an important role in the Quit India Movement and organized women’s political
participation. Women’s participation also included fundraising, promotion of Khadi and Swadeshi,
organization of meetings, political education, picketing of shops, imprisonment, and in some cases
underground political work. During the Quit India Movement, the arrest of major Congress leaders resulted
in decentralized resistance in which local activists, including women, played significant roles in several
regions. The participation of women in the freedom movement also had broader social significance. Their
entry into public political activity challenged existing boundaries between domestic responsibilities and
public life and contributed to the development of women’s political awareness. However, women’s
experiences were not uniform; participation varied according to region, caste, class, community, education,
family circumstances, and access to political organizations.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1. To examine the historical background of women'’s participation in the Indian freedom movement.

2. To study the changing role of women in the Indian national movement during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.

3. To examine women'’s participation in major nationalist movements, particularly the Non-Cooperation
Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and Quit India Movement.

4. To analyse the contribution of prominent women leaders such as Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi,
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Sucheta Kriplani.

5. To examine the participation of women at regional and local levels in demonstrations, boycotts,
picketing, Satyagraha, constructive programmes, and other nationalist activities.

6. To study the role of women in promoting Swadeshi, Khadi, national education, political awareness, and
social reform during the freedom struggle.

Available online at www.lbp.world



ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE INDIAN FREEDOM MOVEMENT VOLUME - 13 | ISSUE - 2 | AUGUST - 2023

7. To examine the participation of women in underground activities, political organization, imprisonment,
and other forms of resistance during different phases of the national movement.

8. To analyse the social, cultural, and political factors that influenced women’s participation in the
freedom struggle.

9. To examine the challenges and restrictions faced by women entering public and political life during the
colonial period.

10. To assess the historical significance of women’s participation in the Indian freedom movement and its
contribution to the development of women'’s political awareness and participation in modern India.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The literature on the Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement has developed through
historical, feminist, sociological, and political studies. Scholars have examined women’s participation in
nationalist organizations, mass movements, revolutionary activities, constructive programmes, and
political campaigns. The literature also explores how nationalist politics both expanded women’s public
participation and operated within existing social and gender structures. Geraldine Forbes, in Women in
Modern India, provides one of the most comprehensive historical studies of Indian women from the
nineteenth century through the twentieth century. She examines the development of women’s education,
women'’s organizations, political rights, and participation in the nationalist movement. Forbes shows that
women from different social backgrounds entered nationalist politics through demonstrations, picketing,
organizational work, and other forms of activism. Geraldine Forbes’s Indian Women and the Freedom
Movement: A Historian’s Perspective gives more specific attention to women'’s involvement in the freedom
struggle. The work discusses women activists, women’s organizations, revolutionary participation,
Gandhian campaigns, and the relationship between feminism and nationalism. It is particularly useful for
examining the contributions of both prominent women leaders and lesser-known activists.

Aparna Basu’s scholarship on Indian women and the national movement contributes to the
understanding of women'’s political participation and the development of women’s organizations during
colonial rule. Her work helps place women'’s political activity within the broader institutional history of the
Indian National Congress and women’s organizations. Uma Chakravarti’s feminist historical writings
provide a critical perspective on the relationship between gender, caste, social reform, and nationalism. Her
work encourages researchers to examine women not only as participants in nationalist movements but
also in relation to the social structures that shaped their lives. This perspective is useful for studying
differences in women’s experiences according to caste, class, and social location. Partha Chatterjee’s The
Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories is important for understanding the
relationship between nationalism and the construction of gender roles. Chatterjee argues that nationalist
politics distinguished between material and spiritual domains and identifies women, family, and culture as
important elements of the “inner” domain of national identity. His framework is useful for analysing how
women were represented as bearers of cultural identity while nationalist politics expanded into the public
sphere.

Tanika Sarkar’s Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation examines the relationship between womanhood,
domesticity, religion, and cultural nationalism in colonial India. Her study demonstrates how ideas about
women'’s roles were connected with the formation of nationalist and cultural identities. The work is
valuable for examining the social and ideological contexts within which women entered public and political
life. Studies of the Gandhian phase of nationalism have highlighted the transformation of women’s political
participation during the Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, and Quit India movements. These studies
indicate that Gandhi’s methods of mass mobilization opened new forms of political participation for women
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through picketing, boycott campaigns, promotion of Khadi, public meetings, Satyagraha, and imprisonment.
At the same time, scholars note that women’s participation varied according to region, class, caste,
education, family background, and access to political organizations. Forbes’s analysis specifically
emphasizes the diversity of women who entered nationalist politics. Research on women’s organizations
has also contributed significantly to the literature. Studies of organizations such as the Women'’s Indian
Association, National Council of Women in India, and All-India Women’s Conference show how women
developed political networks and campaigns around education, suffrage, social reform, and political rights.
Such organizations created institutional spaces through which women could participate in public debates
and nationalist politics.

The literature on revolutionary nationalism provides another important dimension. Women
participated in revolutionary networks, secret organizations, political demonstrations, and anti-colonial
campaigns in different regions. Research on Bengal and other areas has brought attention to women whose
political activities operated outside the principal Gandhian framework. This scholarship demonstrates that
women’s participation in the freedom movement included both non-violent mass politics and revolutionary
forms of resistance. Regional studies further indicate that women’s participation cannot be understood
solely through the biographies of prominent national figures. Women activists at local and district levels
participated in protests, boycotts, political education, fundraising, underground activities, and constructive
programmes. Such research helps recover experiences that are often less visible in national-level
narratives.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The present study on “Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement” adopts a historical,
descriptive, and analytical research methodology. The historical method is used to examine the
development of women’s participation in the Indian national movement and to understand their political,
social, and organizational activities within the broader context of British colonial rule. The study is based
on both primary and secondary sources. Primary sources include autobiographies, memoirs, speeches,
letters, newspapers, journals, political resolutions, government reports, organizational records, and other
contemporary documents relating to women activists and nationalist movements. Secondary sources
include books, biographies, research articles, dissertations, and scholarly studies concerning women,
nationalism, gender, social reform, and the Indian freedom struggle. A descriptive approach is used to
document women’s participation in major nationalist movements, particularly the Non-Cooperation
Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and Quit India Movement. The study examines activities such as
demonstrations, Satyagraha, picketing, boycott campaigns, promotion of Khadi and Swadeshi, fundraising,
political education, imprisonment, constructive work, and underground activities.

An analytical approach is employed to examine the factors influencing women’s participation.
Particular attention is given to education, social reform, family background, caste, class, region, community,
political organizations, and the influence of nationalist leadership. The study also examines the challenges
and restrictions women encountered while entering public and political life. The research adopts a
contextual approach to understand women’s participation within the changing political conditions of
colonial India. It considers the contributions of prominent figures such as Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi,
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, Sucheta Kriplani, and other regional and local activists. At the
same time, attention is given to less-documented women whose participation contributed to local
nationalist activities. A comparative and thematic approach is also used to examine differences in women’s
participation across regions and movements. The collected information is critically compared and
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interpreted to identify major patterns, developments, and historical significance. The study is primarily
qualitative and does not depend on statistical analysis.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The Indian freedom movement was a long and complex struggle against British colonial rule
involving different political organizations, leaders, social groups, and forms of resistance. Women
participated in this struggle in significant and varied ways, particularly during the major mass movements
of the twentieth century. However, women'’s participation was shaped by prevailing social customs, gender
roles, caste and class differences, regional conditions, educational opportunities, and family circumstances.
The central problem of the present study is to examine the nature, extent, and historical significance of
women'’s participation in the Indian freedom movement. The study seeks to understand how women
entered nationalist politics, the activities in which they participated, and the circumstances that influenced
their involvement in different phases of the struggle. The study focuses particularly on women’s
participation in the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and Quit India Movement.
[t examines their involvement in demonstrations, Satyagraha, picketing, boycotts, promotion of Khadi and
Swadeshi, political meetings, fundraising, imprisonment, constructive programmes, and underground
activities.

Another important aspect of the problem is the relationship between women’s participation and
the wider social reform movement. Women’s education, political awareness, reform organizations, and
changing social attitudes contributed to the expansion of women’s public activities. At the same time,
women who entered political life often faced restrictions arising from conservative social practices and
established gender expectations. The study also seeks to examine the contributions of prominent women
leaders such as Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Sucheta
Kriplani, while giving attention to lesser-known women activists and regional participants. This is
important because national narratives often give greater visibility to a limited number of prominent
figures.

The problem further involves understanding the diversity of women’s experiences. Women's
participation was not uniform across India and differed according to caste, class, region, community,
education, political organization, and local circumstances. Therefore, the study examines women’s
participation as a diverse historical phenomenon rather than as a single uniform experience. The present
study consequently seeks to analyse the historical conditions, forms of participation, contributions,
challenges, and significance of women'’s involvement in the Indian freedom movement. It aims to place
women’s role within the broader history of Indian nationalism and to examine its contribution to the
development of women'’s political awareness and participation in public life.

Need of Study

The study of “Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement” is important for understanding the
broader social and political history of India’s struggle against British colonial rule. The freedom movement
involved diverse sections of society, and women'’s participation formed an important part of this wider
process. Examining their role helps provide a more comprehensive understanding of how nationalist
politics developed beyond the activities of prominent male leaders. The study is needed to examine the
historical circumstances that encouraged women to enter public and political life. Women’s education,
social reform movements, nationalist organizations, changing social attitudes, and the influence of political
leaders contributed to the expansion of women'’s participation. At the same time, traditional gender roles
and social restrictions affected the nature and extent of their involvement. The study is also necessary to
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examine women’s participation in major movements such as the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil
Disobedience Movement, and Quit India Movement. Women took part in Satyagraha, demonstrations,
picketing, boycott campaigns, promotion of Khadi and Swadeshi, political meetings, fundraising,
imprisonment, and underground activities. Studying these activities helps explain the changing character of
political participation during the freedom struggle.

Another important need of the study is to examine the contributions of prominent women leaders
such as Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Sucheta Kriplani.
At the same time, greater attention is required for lesser-known women activists whose participation at
local and regional levels is often less visible in conventional historical accounts. The study is further needed
to understand the diversity of women’s experiences. Women's participation differed according to caste,
class, region, community, education, family background, and access to political organizations. Examining
these differences can provide a more detailed and inclusive interpretation of women’s role in the national
movement. The relationship between women'’s political participation and social transformation is another
important area of study. Women’s involvement in nationalist activities challenged some existing
boundaries between domestic and public life and contributed to the growth of political awareness and
organizational experience among women.

Finally, the study is significant for understanding the long-term historical importance of women’s
participation in public life. Examining their contribution to the freedom movement provides a basis for
understanding the development of women’s political participation, leadership, and citizenship in
independent India and contributes to a more inclusive history of the Indian freedom struggle.

Further Suggestions for Research

Further research on “Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement” can examine women'’s
participation at regional, district, and local levels to identify differences in political activities, leadership,
organization, and experiences. Local histories can help bring greater attention to women whose
contributions are less documented in national narratives. Future researchers can undertake detailed
studies of women’s participation in the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and
Quit India Movement. Comparative research can examine changes in women’s methods of participation,
political awareness, organizational involvement, imprisonment, and underground activities across these
different phases. Greater attention should be given to the experiences of women from different castes,
classes, communities, regions, and educational backgrounds. Such research can help explain the diversity of
women’s participation and avoid presenting their involvement as a uniform historical experience.

Further research can examine the role of women’s organizations such as the All-India Women’s
Conference, Women's Indian Association, and National Council of Women in India in promoting political
awareness, education, social reform, and women’s rights during the colonial period. Researchers can also
explore the relationship between women’s participation in nationalism and wider social reform
movements. Studies may examine how education, changing family structures, reformist ideas, and women'’s
organizations influenced the entry of women into public and political life.

The contributions of lesser-known women activists require greater archival attention. Researchers
can make use of regional newspapers, personal letters, autobiographies, memoirs, prison records, police
reports, organizational documents, oral histories, and local archives to recover their experiences and
activities. Further studies can examine the relationship between gender and nationalism, including the
ways women were represented in nationalist discourse and how their political participation affected ideas
about domesticity, citizenship, public life, and social responsibility. Comparative research may examine
Indian women'’s participation in the freedom movement alongside women’s involvement in other anti-
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colonial and political movements across Asia and Africa. Such studies could provide broader perspectives
on women, nationalism, and political mobilization.

Scope and Limitations
Scope of the Study

The present study, “Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement,” focuses on the historical
participation and contribution of women in India’s struggle against British colonial rule. It examines
women'’s involvement from the early stages of nationalist politics to the major mass movements of the
twentieth century, with particular attention to the changing nature of women'’s political participation. The
study covers women'’s participation in the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and
Quit India Movement. It examines their involvement in Satyagraha, demonstrations, picketing, boycott
campaigns, promotion of Khadi and Swadeshi, fundraising, political meetings, constructive programmes,
imprisonment, and underground activities. The scope also includes the contributions of prominent women
such as Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Sucheta Kriplani,
along with the participation of less-documented women activists at regional and local levels. Attention is
given to women’s organizations and their role in political education, social reform, and nationalist
mobilization.

The study further examines the social, political, and cultural factors that influenced women’s
participation, including education, caste, class, community, region, family background, social reform, and
access to political organizations. It also considers the relationship between women'’s participation in the
freedom movement and the development of women’s public and political awareness.

Limitations of the Study

The study is primarily historical and qualitative and depends on the availability and reliability of
primary and secondary sources. Information about many women activists, particularly those who
participated at local and regional levels, is limited or unevenly documented. The Indian freedom movement
covered a vast geographical area and involved women from diverse social backgrounds. Therefore, the
study cannot provide an equally detailed account of every region, community, organization, or individual
participant. Greater attention is given to prominent national developments and selected regional
experiences. Another limitation is that historical records often provide greater documentation of well-
known women leaders than of ordinary participants. Consequently, the contributions of rural women,
working women, marginalized communities, and local activists may not always be adequately represented
in available sources.

Women’s participation was also closely connected with broader social reform, educational,
political, and nationalist developments. While these factors are considered where relevant, the study does
not attempt to provide an exhaustive history of women’s social reform movements or the entire
development of women’s rights in colonial India. Interpretations of women’s participation differ among
historians and feminist scholars, particularly concerning the relationship between nationalism, gender
roles, social reform, and women’s emancipation. The study considers different perspectives but does not
attempt to resolve every historiographical debate.

Finally, the study does not attempt to measure quantitatively the complete long-term impact of
women'’s participation in the freedom movement. Its primary purpose is to provide a historical and
analytical understanding of women'’s contributions, experiences, challenges, and significance within India’s
struggle for independence.
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Findings

The study of “Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement” finds that women made an
important contribution to the development and expansion of the Indian national movement. Their
participation became increasingly visible during the mass movements of the twentieth century and
extended beyond traditional social and domestic roles into public political activity. The study finds that
women participated actively in the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and Quit
India Movement. They took part in demonstrations, Satyagraha, picketing, boycott campaigns, promotion of
Khadi and Swadeshi, political meetings, fundraising, constructive programmes, and imprisonment. The
nature and extent of participation varied across regions and social groups. The findings show that
prominent women leaders played significant roles in national politics. Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi,
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Sucheta Kriplani became associated with important
campaigns and organizational activities. Their public participation increased the visibility of women within
nationalist politics.

The study also finds that women’s participation was not limited to nationally known leaders.
Numerous women contributed at local and regional levels through organizing meetings, supporting boycott
campaigns, spreading nationalist ideas, participating in protests, and assisting political organizations.
These local contributions formed an important part of the broader social base of the freedom movement.
Another major finding is that women’s entry into political activities was influenced by education, social
reform, nationalist organizations, political awareness, and changing social attitudes. Women’s
organizations also provided opportunities for political discussion, public activity, and campaigns
concerning education and social reform. The findings further indicate that women’s participation was
shaped by caste, class, community, region, education, and family circumstances. Therefore, women did not
experience the freedom movement in a uniform manner. Their motivations, opportunities, and forms of
participation differed across different social and geographical settings.

The study finds that women faced various social and practical challenges while entering public
political life. Conventional gender expectations, restrictions on mobility, family responsibilities, and
conservative social attitudes could limit participation. Despite these constraints, many women became
involved in political campaigns and accepted imprisonment and other forms of colonial repression. The
study also finds that women’s participation contributed to the expansion of the social character of the
nationalist movement. Their involvement in public demonstrations, boycott campaigns, picketing, and
constructive work helped connect nationalist politics with wider sections of society and increased the
visibility of women in public affairs. Another important finding is that the relationship between women’s
participation and nationalism was complex. Women were frequently encouraged to participate through
ideas of sacrifice, service, patriotism, and social responsibility, while their participation also contributed to
the development of political awareness and experience that extended beyond the immediate nationalist
struggle.

Discussion

The present study demonstrates that women’s participation was an important component of the
Indian freedom movement. Their involvement expanded particularly during the twentieth-century mass
movements and reflected changes in political awareness, social reform, education, and nationalist
organization. Women participated not only as supporters of male leaders but also as organizers,
campaigners, political workers, and leaders in their own right. A major aspect of the discussion is the
connection between women’s participation and the growth of mass nationalism. During the Non-
Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and Quit India Movement, women participated in
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demonstrations, Satyagraha, picketing, boycotts, promotion of Khadi and Swadeshi, political meetings,
fundraising, and other activities. Their involvement helped bring nationalist politics into wider sections of
society. The study also highlights the contributions of prominent women leaders such as Sarojini Naidu,
Kasturba Gandhi, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Sucheta Kriplani. Their activities
demonstrated that women could occupy visible positions within political organizations and nationalist
campaigns. At the same time, their prominence should not obscure the participation of numerous lesser-
known women whose contributions took place at local and regional levels.

Women'’s participation was shaped by the social conditions of colonial India. Education, reform
movements, political organizations, family background, and changing attitudes toward women’s public
roles influenced opportunities for political involvement. At the same time, restrictions on mobility,
domestic responsibilities, social conservatism, and gender expectations could limit participation. The
discussion further shows that women’s experiences were diverse. Caste, class, community, region,
education, and economic circumstances affected the nature and extent of participation. Therefore, women’s
role cannot be understood as a single uniform experience. Regional studies and social histories reveal
significant differences in the ways women entered and participated in nationalist politics. Women’s
participation also had an important relationship with constructive activities. Promotion of Khadi, Swadeshi,
national education, social reform, and fundraising created avenues through which women could contribute
to the movement while working within, and sometimes extending, accepted forms of public activity. These
activities gradually increased women’s political organization and public visibility.

The discussion also considers the participation of women in imprisonment and underground
political activities. During periods of repression, some women continued nationalist work through local
networks, communication, political organizing, and other forms of resistance. Their involvement
demonstrates that women’s contribution extended beyond symbolic participation and included active
engagement in political campaigns. Another important dimension is the relationship between nationalism
and changing ideas of womanhood. Women were often associated with ideals of sacrifice, service,
patriotism, and moral responsibility. At the same time, participation in public movements provided many
women with new political experiences, organizational skills, and opportunities for civic engagement. This
created an important historical connection between participation in the freedom struggle and the
development of women’s public and political consciousness. The study also indicates that women'’s
participation should be understood within the broader national movement rather than separately from it.
Women interacted with the Indian National Congress, women’s organizations, social reform groups, local
political organizations, and other forms of nationalist activity. Their contributions were therefore part of a
much wider network of political and social mobilization.

CONCLUSION

The study of “Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement” establishes that women made a
significant contribution to the development and expansion of India’s struggle against British colonial rule.
Their participation became particularly visible during the major mass movements of the twentieth century
and extended across political, social, organizational, and constructive activities. The study concludes that
women participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and Quit India
Movement through Satyagraha, demonstrations, picketing, boycott campaigns, promotion of Khadi and
Swadeshi, fundraising, political meetings, imprisonment, and underground activities. Their involvement
helped broaden the social base of the national movement and increased women'’s visibility in public
political life. The contributions of prominent leaders such as Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba Gandhi, Kamaladevi
Chattopadhyay, Aruna Asaf Ali, and Sucheta Kriplani demonstrate the growing presence of women in
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nationalist leadership. At the same time, the study recognizes the important contributions of numerous
lesser-known women who participated in local and regional political activities.

The study further concludes that women'’s participation was shaped by education, social reform,
political organizations, family circumstances, caste, class, community, and regional conditions. Their
experiences were therefore diverse rather than uniform. Women often faced social restrictions, domestic
responsibilities, conservative attitudes, and limitations on their public activities, yet many participated
actively in the freedom struggle. Women’s involvement also had broader social significance. Participation
in nationalist politics provided opportunities for political awareness, public organization, leadership, and
civic engagement. Their activities contributed to changing perceptions of women’s roles in public life,
although nationalism and women’s emancipation were not always identical processes. The study concludes
that women’s contribution should be understood as an integral part of the wider Indian freedom
movement. Their participation strengthened mass mobilization, supported nationalist campaigns, and
expanded the social and organizational dimensions of the struggle against colonial rule.

Thus, the role of women in the Indian freedom movement represents an important chapter in the
history of Indian nationalism and the development of women'’s political participation. Their experiences
and contributions provide valuable insight into the relationship between nationalism, gender, social
reform, and the emergence of women as active participants in public life.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The study of “Role of Women in the Indian Freedom Movement” recommends that women’s
contribution should receive greater attention in the teaching and research of modern Indian history. Their
participation should be examined alongside the wider political, social, and regional developments of the
freedom struggle. Educational institutions should provide systematic coverage of women'’s participation in
the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement, and Quit India Movement. Students should
be encouraged to study the original writings, speeches, correspondence, newspapers, memoirs, and other
primary sources of women activists. Universities and research institutions should undertake more regional
and local studies to document the contributions of women who participated in protests, picketing, boycott
campaigns, constructive programmes, political organization, imprisonment, and underground activities.
Greater attention should be given to lesser-known women whose contributions are not adequately
represented in national narratives.

Further research should examine women’s participation across different castes, classes,
communities, regions, and educational backgrounds. Such studies can provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the diversity of women’s experiences during the freedom movement. Research
institutions should also preserve and digitize women’s correspondence, autobiographies, diaries,
newspapers, organizational records, prison documents, photographs, oral histories, and other historical
materials. Improving access to these sources would strengthen research on women and nationalism.

Greater attention should be given to women’s organizations such as the All-India Women’s
Conference, Women'’s Indian Association, and National Council of Women in India and their contribution to
political awareness, education, social reform, and women’s rights. Comparative research may examine
women'’s participation across different phases of the freedom movement and explore changes in political
methods, leadership, organizational participation, and public roles. Interdisciplinary research involving
history, sociology, gender studies, political science, and cultural studies can further enrich the
understanding of women’s contribution.

Finally, the history of the Indian freedom movement should present women not only as participants
but also as organizers, leaders, political thinkers, and agents of social change. A broader and more inclusive
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historical approach can preserve their contributions and provide a fuller understanding of India’s struggle
for independence.

REFERENCES

1. Forbes, Geraldine. Women in Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.

2. Forbes, Geraldine. The New Cambridge History of India: Women in Modern India. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996.

3. Kumar, Radha. The History of Doing: An Illustrated Account of Movements for Women’s Rights and
Feminism in India, 1800-1990. New Delhi: Kali for Women, 1993.

4. Basu, Aparna, and Bharati Ray. Women’s Struggle: A History of the All India Women’s Conference,
1927-1990. New Delhi: Manohar, 1990.

5. Chatterjee, Partha. The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1993.

6. Sarkar, Tanika. Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation: Community, Religion, and Cultural Nationalism.
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2001.

7. Chandra, Bipan, Mridula Mukherjee, Aditya Mukherjee, K. N. Panikkar, and Sucheta Mahajan. India’s
Struggle for Independence, 1857-1947. New Delhi: Penguin Books India, 1988.

8. Brown, Judith M. Gandhi: Prisoner of Hope. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989.

9. Gandhi, M. K. The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi. New Delhi: Publications Division, Government

of India.

10. Naidu, Sarojini. The Speeches and Writings of Sarojini Naidu. Madras: G. A. Natesan & Co.

Available online at www.lbp.world

11



