GRT GOLDEN RESEARCH THOUGHTS
ISSN: 2231-5063
IMPACT FACTOR : 4.6052(UIF)
VOLUME - 10 | ISSUE -1 | JULY- 2020

ROLE OF TEACHERS IN DEVELOPING STUDENTS’ CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

Mrs. Laxmi Mangalaram
Research Scholar

ABSTRACT
Critical thinking is an essential skill that enables students /
i

TEACHING CRITICAL P \
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to analyse information, evaluate evidence, solve problems, make
THINKING TO STUDENTS

logical decisions, and develop independent opinions. In the modern
educational system, teachers play a significant role in developing
these skills by creating an interactive, supportive, and
intellectually stimulating learning environment. The present study | wwsus ) ©)
examines the role of teachers in promoting critical thinking skills
among students through effective teaching strategies, classroom | . ) 7
discussions, questioning techniques, problem-solving activities, \ 9
project-based learning, and collaborative tasks. It highlights the =

importance of encouraging curiosity, creativity, logical reasoning, reflection, and evidence-based decision-
making in the teaching-learning process.

The study also considers the challenges teachers face in developing critical thinking, including
traditional teaching methods, examination-oriented education, limited classroom time, and differences in
students’ learning abilities. Furthermore, it emphasises the importance of teacher training, appropriate
learning resources, and student-centred pedagogical approaches in strengthening critical thinking skills. The
study suggests that teachers should move beyond rote memorisation and encourage students to question
assumptions, compare different perspectives, analyse real-life situations, and justify their conclusions with
evidence. It concludes that teachers are essential facilitators of critical thinking and that consistent use of
participatory and reflective teaching practices can contribute to students’ intellectual growth, academic
achievement, creativity, and ability to address.
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INTRODUCTION

Education is an essential instrument for the intellectual, social, and personal development of
individuals. In the contemporary educational system, the purpose of education extends beyond the
acquisition of knowledge and memorisation of information. It also involves developing students’ ability to
think independently, analyse situations, solve problems, make informed decisions, and evaluate
information logically. Critical thinking is one of the most important skills required to achieve these
objectives. It enables students to examine ideas carefully, identify assumptions, interpret evidence,
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recognise different perspectives, and arrive at reasonable conclusions. Therefore, developing critical
thinking skills has become an important objective of modern education.

Critical thinking refers to the ability to analyse, evaluate, interpret, and reflect on information
before forming judgments or making decisions. It encourages students to move beyond rote learning and
develop a deeper understanding of concepts. Students with strong critical thinking skills can question
established ideas, distinguish facts from opinions, identify logical errors, and apply their knowledge to real-
life situations. These abilities are essential not only for academic achievement but also for professional
success, responsible citizenship, and lifelong learning. In an age characterised by rapid technological
development, the widespread availability of information, and increasing social complexity, critical thinking
helps students assess information accurately and respond to challenges thoughtfully.

Teachers play a central role in developing these skills because they guide students’ learning
experiences and influence their intellectual development. Their responsibilities extend beyond delivering
subject knowledge to creating an environment that encourages curiosity, questioning, discussion, and
independent reasoning. Teachers can promote critical thinking by asking open-ended questions, presenting
challenging problems, encouraging debates, organising group activities, and using real-life examples. Such
approaches motivate students to examine different viewpoints, support their arguments with evidence, and
explain the reasoning behind their conclusions. By providing constructive feedback and encouraging
reflection, teachers can help students recognise weaknesses in their thinking and improve their analytical
abilities.

The teaching methods adopted in the classroom significantly influence the development of critical
thinking. Traditional methods that rely primarily on lectures, memorisation, and reproduction of textbook
content may provide essential information but can offer limited opportunities for independent analysis
when used exclusively. In contrast, student-centred approaches, including inquiry-based learning,
problem-based learning, project work, case studies, and collaborative learning, actively involve students in
the learning process. These methods encourage learners to investigate questions, compare evidence,
explore alternative explanations, and develop their own conclusions. Teachers act as facilitators who guide
students through these processes rather than simply providing predetermined answers.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
Aim of the Study

The main aim of the study is to examine the role of teachers in developing students’ critical thinking
skills and to understand how effective teaching methods, classroom interactions, and student-centred
learning approaches contribute to analytical reasoning, logical thinking, problem-solving, independent
judgment, and evidence-based decision-making.

Objectives of the Study

1. To examine the importance of critical thinking skills in students’ academic and personal development.

2. To study the role of teachers in encouraging independent thinking, logical reasoning, and intellectual
curiosity among students.

3. To identify effective teaching strategies that promote critical thinking, including inquiry-based learning,
classroom discussions, debates, and problem-solving activities.

4. To analyse the influence of student-centred teaching methods on students’ analytical abilities and
active participation in the learning process.

5. To examine how teachers encourage students to question assumptions, evaluate evidence, compare
different perspectives, and develop logical conclusions.
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6. To understand the role of classroom environment, teacher-student interaction, and constructive
feedback in developing critical thinking skills.

7. To identify the major challenges faced by teachers in promoting critical thinking, including
examination-oriented teaching, limited classroom time, and inadequate educational resources.

8. To assess the importance of teacher training and professional development in implementing critical-
thinking-based teaching practices.

9. To explore the contribution of educational technology, collaborative learning, and real-life problem-
solving activities to the development of students’ critical thinking skills.

10. To suggest practical measures for improving teaching strategies and creating an educational
environment that supports independent reasoning, creativity, reflection, and informed decision-
making.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Critical thinking has received considerable attention in educational research because of its
importance in developing students’ analytical abilities, independent judgment, problem-solving skills, and
intellectual development. Researchers have emphasised that education should not be limited to
memorisation and the reproduction of information; rather, it should encourage students to analyse
evidence, question assumptions, evaluate different viewpoints, and construct reasoned conclusions. In this
context, teachers play a significant role in creating learning environments that promote inquiry, reflection,
discussion, and independent thinking. Dewey (1933), in How We Think, explained the importance of
reflective thinking in the learning process. He emphasised that thoughtful learning involves examining
beliefs, considering evidence, and evaluating the reasons supporting a conclusion. His work provides an
important foundation for understanding the teacher’s role in encouraging students to investigate problems
rather than accept information without examination. Teachers can apply these principles by presenting
meaningful questions, connecting classroom learning with real-life experiences, and encouraging students
to explain the reasoning behind their answers.

Bloom et al. (1956), in Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: The Classification of Educational Goals,
presented a framework for classifying educational objectives according to different levels of cognitive
complexity. The framework highlighted activities such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation as important
higher-order intellectual processes. This work has influenced teaching practices by encouraging teachers to
design questions and assignments that require students to interpret information, compare ideas, develop
arguments, and assess evidence. Such approaches can provide opportunities for students to move beyond
factual recall towards deeper understanding. Ennis (1985), in his work on a logical basis for measuring
critical thinking skills, discussed critical thinking as a form of reasonable and reflective thinking concerned
with deciding what to believe or do. His perspective highlights the importance of evidence, reasoning, and
careful judgment in educational settings. Teachers can support these abilities by asking students to justify
their answers, identify the strengths and weaknesses of arguments, distinguish facts from opinions, and
consider alternative explanations before reaching conclusions.

Facione (1990), in Critical Thinking: A Statement of Expert Consensus for Purposes of Educational
Assessment and Instruction, identified important dimensions of critical thinking, including interpretation,
analysis, evaluation, inference, explanation, and self-regulation. This framework provides useful guidance
for teachers who wish to develop critical thinking systematically. Classroom activities can be designed to
strengthen these skills through the analysis of texts, interpretation of data, evaluation of arguments, and
reflection on the reasoning process. The framework also indicates that students need opportunities to
explain and review their own thinking rather than simply provide correct answers. Paul and Elder (2006),

Available online at www.lbp.world



ROLE OF TEACHERS IN DEVELOPING STUDENTS’ CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS VOLUME - 10 | ISSUE - 1 | JULY - 2020

in The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking: Concepts and Tools, emphasised the importance of intellectual
standards such as clarity, accuracy, relevance, logic, and fairness. Their approach suggests that teachers
should help students examine the quality of their reasoning and identify weaknesses in their arguments. By
using open-ended questions, structured discussions, and evidence-based assignments, teachers can
encourage students to think carefully, communicate ideas clearly, and assess information from multiple
perspectives.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The present study adopts a descriptive and analytical research methodology to examine the role of
teachers in developing students’ critical thinking skills. The study focuses on understanding how teaching
strategies, classroom interactions, questioning techniques, and student-centred learning approaches
contribute to students’ analytical reasoning, problem-solving abilities, independent judgment, and
decision-making skills. The study may be conducted using both primary and secondary sources of data.
Primary data may be collected from teachers and students through structured questionnaires, interviews,
and classroom observations to understand the teaching practices used to promote critical thinking.
Secondary data may be obtained from books, research articles, academic journals, educational reports, and
previously published studies related to critical thinking and teaching methodologies.

The study examines teaching approaches such as inquiry-based learning, problem-based learning,
classroom discussions, debates, collaborative activities, project work, and reflective learning. It also
considers the importance of teacher-student interaction, constructive feedback, classroom environment,
and assessment methods in encouraging students to question assumptions, evaluate evidence, and develop
logical conclusions. The collected quantitative data may be analysed using descriptive statistical
techniques, including frequencies, percentages, tables, and graphical representations, wherever
appropriate. Qualitative information obtained from interviews and classroom observations may be
analysed thematically to identify common teaching practices, challenges, and experiences related to critical
thinking development. If primary data are collected, the selection of respondents and educational
institutions should be clearly defined to ensure that the findings are relevant to the objectives of the study.

The methodology also considers potential challenges, including examination-oriented teaching,
large class sizes, limited instructional time, inadequate educational resources, and insufficient teacher
training. Ethical principles, including voluntary participation, informed consent, confidentiality, and
responsible use of information, should be followed throughout the research process. Overall, this
methodology provides a systematic framework for examining how teachers contribute to the development
of students’ critical thinking skills and for identifying effective teaching practices that encourage
independent reasoning, intellectual curiosity, creativity, and evidence-based decision-making. If primary
data are not collected, the study may instead rely entirely on secondary sources, with its conclusions based
on the existing literature rather than original survey findings.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Critical thinking is an essential educational skill that enables students to analyse information,
evaluate evidence, solve problems, make logical decisions, and develop independent opinions. In the
contemporary educational system, developing critical thinking has become increasingly important because
students must learn to interpret information, distinguish facts from opinions, question assumptions, and
respond effectively to complex academic and real-life situations. However, educational practices that
emphasise rote memorisation and examination performance may provide limited opportunities for
students to develop these abilities. Teachers play a significant role in promoting critical thinking by
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designing meaningful learning activities, encouraging classroom discussions, asking analytical questions,
and providing opportunities for independent reasoning. Despite their importance, the development of
critical thinking skills may be affected by several challenges, including traditional teaching methods, large
class sizes, limited instructional time, inadequate learning resources, and insufficient training in critical-
thinking-based pedagogy. Students may also hesitate to express their opinions, question established ideas,
or participate in discussions because of a lack of confidence or fear of making mistakes.

Another important concern is the difficulty of assessing critical thinking effectively. Conventional
examinations often focus on the recall of information rather than the ability to analyse, evaluate, interpret,
and apply knowledge. As a result, students may acquire subject knowledge without developing sufficient
skills to use that knowledge independently in unfamiliar situations. The effectiveness of teachers in
developing critical thinking also depends on classroom conditions, student participation, teaching
strategies, and institutional support. Therefore, the central problem addressed by the present study is to
examine how teachers contribute to the development of students’ critical thinking skills and to identify the
teaching practices that encourage analytical reasoning, problem-solving, reflection, creativity, and
evidence-based decision-making. The study also seeks to understand the challenges teachers face in
implementing such practices and to suggest measures for improving teaching methods, classroom
interaction, teacher training, and assessment strategies. Addressing these issues may help create a learning
environment that promotes independent thinking and supports students’ academic, personal, and
intellectual development.

NEED OF THE STUDY

In the modern educational system, the development of critical thinking skills has become an
essential requirement for students’ academic, personal, and professional growth. Education should not be
limited to memorising facts and reproducing information in examinations; it should also enable students to
analyse ideas, evaluate evidence, solve problems, and make informed decisions. Critical thinking helps
students understand complex concepts, recognise different perspectives, question assumptions, and apply
knowledge to real-life situations. Therefore, examining the role of teachers in developing these skills is
important for improving the quality of education. The need for this study arises from the significant
influence teachers have on students’ intellectual development. Teachers guide the learning process by
selecting appropriate teaching methods, designing classroom activities, encouraging questions, and
providing constructive feedback. Through discussions, debates, inquiry-based learning, project work, and
problem-solving exercises, teachers can encourage students to think independently and develop logical
reasoning. Studying these practices can help identify effective approaches for integrating critical thinking
into everyday classroom teaching.

The study is also necessary because traditional teaching methods and examination-oriented
educational practices may place greater emphasis on memorisation than on analytical understanding.
Limited classroom time, large student populations, insufficient teaching resources, and inadequate
professional training may further restrict opportunities for critical thinking. Understanding these
challenges can help teachers and educational institutions develop strategies that encourage active
participation, reflection, and deeper learning. Furthermore, critical thinking is essential in an age
characterised by rapid technological development, widespread access to information, and increasing
exposure to different opinions and viewpoints. Students need the ability to distinguish reliable information
from misleading content, assess arguments objectively, and make decisions based on evidence. Teachers
can help students develop these abilities by promoting intellectual curiosity, respectful disagreement,
logical discussion, and responsible use of information.
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The study may also be useful for improving teacher training programmes, curriculum planning, and
assessment methods. By identifying effective teaching strategies and areas requiring improvement,
educational institutions can support teachers in developing students’ analytical, creative, and problem-
solving abilities. Assessment practices can also be designed to evaluate reasoning and application of
knowledge rather than relying exclusively on factual recall. Therefore, the present study is important for
understanding how teachers can create supportive learning environments that promote critical thinking
skills among students. It aims to identify effective instructional practices, examine challenges faced by
teachers, and suggest practical measures to strengthen critical-thinking-based education. The study may
contribute to the development of independent, reflective, responsible, and informed learners who can
respond effectively to academic, social, and professional challenges.

FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH

Further research may examine the long-term impact of different teaching strategies on students’
critical thinking skills across various educational levels, including primary, secondary, and higher
education. Comparative studies could investigate the effectiveness of inquiry-based learning, problem-
based learning, project-based learning, classroom debates, and collaborative activities in improving
analytical reasoning, logical thinking, and independent decision-making. Future studies may explore
differences in critical thinking development among students from rural and urban schools, government and
private institutions, and different socioeconomic backgrounds. Researchers could investigate how class
size, availability of educational resources, language proficiency, and access to digital technology influence
the effectiveness of teachers’ efforts to promote critical thinking.

Further research is needed to examine the role of teacher education and professional development
in strengthening critical-thinking-based teaching practices. Studies may assess whether specialised training
programmes, workshops, mentoring, and peer collaboration improve teachers’ ability to design higher-
order questions, facilitate meaningful discussions, and evaluate students’ reasoning skills. Researchers may
also investigate the influence of digital learning tools, artificial intelligence, educational applications, and
online discussion platforms on the development of critical thinking. Particular attention could be given to
how teachers guide students in evaluating online information, identifying misinformation, checking
evidence, and using technology responsibly.

Future studies should examine the relationship between critical thinking and students’ academic
achievement, creativity, problem-solving abilities, communication skills, and confidence in expressing
independent opinions. Longitudinal research may help determine whether students retain and apply
critical thinking skills beyond the classroom and in their future professional and personal lives. Additional
research may focus on developing reliable assessment tools for measuring students’ critical thinking
abilities. Researchers could compare traditional examinations with analytical assignments, case studies,
reflective journals, presentations, and performance-based assessments to identify methods that more
effectively evaluate reasoning and evidence-based judgment.

Finally, future research should explore practical ways to overcome barriers such as examination-
oriented teaching, limited instructional time, large class sizes, and insufficient learning resources. The
findings could support the development of teacher-training programmes, curriculum reforms, and
educational policies that encourage questioning, reflection, independent reasoning, and active student
participation.
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SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS
Scope of the Study

The present study focuses on examining the role of teachers in developing students’ critical
thinking skills through effective teaching methods, classroom interactions, and student-centred learning
approaches. It aims to understand how teachers encourage students to analyse information, evaluate
evidence, question assumptions, solve problems, and make logical decisions. The study may cover students
at different educational levels, depending on the selected research population and institutional setting.

The scope includes an examination of teaching strategies such as inquiry-based learning, problem-
based learning, classroom discussions, debates, project work, collaborative learning, and reflective
activities. It also considers the influence of teacher-student relationships, classroom environment,
constructive feedback, and assessment practices on students’ reasoning abilities. Particular attention is
given to the role of teachers in promoting independent thinking, creativity, intellectual curiosity, and
evidence-based decision-making.

The study also examines challenges that may restrict the development of critical thinking, including
traditional teaching practices, examination-oriented education, large class sizes, limited instructional time,
inadequate educational resources, and insufficient teacher training. Furthermore, it considers the
importance of professional development and institutional support in helping teachers implement effective
critical-thinking-based instructional practices. The findings may be useful to teachers, educational
administrators, teacher educators, curriculum planners, and policymakers seeking to improve teaching
quality and student learning outcomes.

Limitations of the Study

The study may have certain limitations that should be considered when interpreting its findings. If
primary data are collected, the results may be influenced by the number of participating teachers and
students, the geographical area selected, the institutions included, and the educational levels covered.
Consequently, the findings may not represent the experiences of all teachers and students. Another
limitation is that the assessment of critical thinking can be complex. Students’ performance may be
influenced by subject knowledge, language proficiency, confidence, learning styles, and previous
educational experiences. Teachers’ reported practices may also differ from their actual classroom practices.
If classroom observations are used, the presence of an observer may influence participants’ behaviour.

Differences in curriculum requirements, examination systems, class sizes, available resources, and
institutional policies may affect the implementation and effectiveness of teaching strategies. Moreover, the
study may not fully capture the long-term development of students’ critical thinking skills or their
application in professional and personal situations. If the research relies primarily on secondary data, its
conclusions will depend on the availability, reliability, and relevance of published studies and reports.
Variations in research methods and definitions of critical thinking across existing studies may also limit
direct comparisons.

Despite these limitations, the study provides a useful framework for understanding the
contribution of teachers to students’ critical thinking development. Its conclusions should be interpreted in
relation to the selected research methods, study population, educational context, and available evidence.

DISCUSSION

The development of critical thinking skills is an important objective of modern education, as it
enables students to analyse information, evaluate evidence, solve problems, and make informed decisions.
Teachers play a central role in this process by creating learning environments that encourage curiosity,
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questioning, independent reasoning, and intellectual engagement. Their responsibility extends beyond
delivering subject knowledge to helping students understand concepts, examine different perspectives, and
apply what they learn to practical situations. One of the most important contributions of teachers is the use
of effective teaching strategies that promote higher-order thinking. Traditional teaching methods often
emphasise memorisation and the reproduction of information, whereas student-centred approaches
encourage students to participate actively in learning. Inquiry-based learning, problem-based learning,
classroom debates, case studies, and project work provide opportunities for students to investigate
questions, interpret evidence, compare alternative explanations, and develop logical conclusions. These
methods can strengthen analytical abilities and encourage students to take greater responsibility for their
learning.

Questioning techniques are particularly important in developing critical thinking. Teachers who ask
open-ended questions encourage students to explain their opinions, justify their answers, identify
assumptions, and consider alternative viewpoints. Instead of immediately providing solutions, teachers can
guide students towards discovering answers through reasoning and investigation. Such practices help
learners understand not only what an answer is but also why it is reasonable. Constructive feedback
further supports this process by helping students identify errors in their reasoning and improve the quality
of their arguments. The classroom environment also influences the development of critical thinking skills.
Students are more likely to express their ideas and question existing assumptions when they feel respected
and supported. Teachers should encourage respectful disagreement, active listening, and evidence-based
discussion. They must also ensure that all students have opportunities to participate, regardless of their
academic ability, confidence, language proficiency, or social background. A supportive and inclusive
classroom can promote intellectual curiosity and help students develop confidence in expressing
independent opinions.

Another important aspect is the relationship between critical thinking and assessment.
Examinations that primarily test memorisation may provide limited information about students’ ability to
analyse, evaluate, and apply knowledge. Teachers can obtain a broader understanding of students’ thinking
through analytical assignments, presentations, research projects, reflective writing, case studies, and
problem-solving activities. Assessment should consider the quality of reasoning, use of evidence, clarity of
explanation, and ability to recognise alternative perspectives. This approach can encourage deeper learning
and reduce excessive dependence on rote memorisation. Despite the importance of these practices,
teachers may face several challenges in promoting critical thinking. Large class sizes, limited teaching time,
pressure to complete the syllabus, examination-oriented curricula, and inadequate learning resources can
restrict opportunities for discussion and inquiry. Some students may also hesitate to question information
or express disagreement because they fear making mistakes. These difficulties indicate the need for
appropriate teacher training, supportive educational policies, flexible teaching methods, and institutional
resources that enable teachers to incorporate critical thinking into regular classroom activities.

The role of technology in developing critical thinking also deserves attention. Digital resources can
provide access to diverse information, interactive learning materials, simulations, and collaborative
platforms. Teachers can use these resources to encourage students to compare sources, evaluate the
reliability of information, identify misleading claims, and support their conclusions with evidence.
However, technology alone does not guarantee the development of critical thinking. Students require
guidance to use digital tools responsibly and assess the quality of the information they encounter.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Teachers should adopt student-centred teaching methods that encourage independent reasoning,
analytical thinking, and problem-solving rather than relying exclusively on memorisation and lecture-
based instruction. Inquiry-based learning, problem-based learning, classroom discussions, debates, case
studies, and project work should be integrated into regular teaching practices to provide students with
opportunities to analyse information, evaluate evidence, and develop logical conclusions. Teachers should
use open-ended questions that encourage students to explain their reasoning, challenge assumptions,
compare different viewpoints, and justify their opinions with relevant evidence. Instead of immediately
providing answers, teachers should guide students through questioning, investigation, and reflection. This
approach can strengthen students’ intellectual curiosity, confidence, and ability to make independent
judgments.

A supportive and inclusive classroom environment should be developed in which students feel
comfortable expressing their ideas, asking questions, and learning from mistakes. Teachers should
encourage respectful disagreement, active listening, and constructive discussion. Equal opportunities for
participation should be provided to students with different abilities, backgrounds, and learning needs.
Teacher training and professional development programmes should include practical strategies for
teaching critical thinking. Workshops, seminars, peer learning, and mentoring programmes can help
teachers develop effective questioning techniques, design analytical learning activities, and assess higher-
order thinking skills. Educational institutions should provide adequate resources and institutional support
to facilitate these practices.

Assessment methods should move beyond the exclusive emphasis on factual recall. Teachers should
incorporate analytical assignments, research projects, presentations, case studies, reflective writing, and
problem-solving exercises. Students should be evaluated on their ability to interpret information, support
arguments with evidence, identify logical errors, and explain conclusions clearly. Constructive feedback
should be provided regularly to help students improve their reasoning abilities. Teachers should also
integrate real-life situations and interdisciplinary learning activities into classroom instruction. Connecting
academic concepts with current issues, social problems, scientific developments, and everyday experiences
can help students understand the practical value of critical thinking. Collaborative tasks can further
encourage students to consider different perspectives and develop solutions through discussion and
evidence-based reasoning. Digital learning tools should be used appropriately to strengthen students’
analytical abilities. Teachers should guide students in evaluating online sources, identifying
misinformation, comparing evidence, and using educational technology responsibly. Digital resources
should complement meaningful teaching and discussion rather than replace the teacher’s guidance.

CONCLUSION

Critical thinking is an essential component of quality education because it enables students to
analyse information, evaluate evidence, solve problems, and make logical and informed decisions. In the
modern educational environment, the development of critical thinking skills is necessary not only for
academic achievement but also for personal growth, professional development, and responsible
participation in society. Teachers play a fundamental role in this process by guiding students towards
independent reasoning, intellectual curiosity, and evidence-based judgment. The study highlights that
teachers can promote critical thinking through effective teaching strategies, including inquiry-based
learning, classroom discussions, debates, problem-solving activities, project work, and reflective learning.
By asking open-ended questions, encouraging students to examine different viewpoints, and providing
constructive feedback, teachers can help learners develop analytical abilities and confidence in expressing
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their opinions. A supportive classroom environment that values questioning, creativity, and respectful
disagreement further strengthens these skills.

However, the development of critical thinking may be limited by traditional teaching methods,
examination-oriented education, large class sizes, insufficient instructional time, and inadequate
educational resources. Addressing these challenges requires appropriate teacher training, student-centred
curricula, effective assessment methods, and institutional support. Educational institutions should
encourage teaching practices that assess students’ reasoning, interpretation, and application of knowledge
rather than focusing exclusively on memorisation. In conclusion, teachers are not merely providers of
information but also facilitators of intellectual development. Their commitment to meaningful classroom
interaction, reflective learning, and independent inquiry can significantly contribute to creating an
educational environment that supports critical thinking. By adopting innovative teaching strategies and
providing equal opportunities for student participation, teachers can help learners become thoughtful,
creative, independent, and responsible individuals. Strengthening the role of teachers in developing critical
thinking skills is therefore an important step towards improving educational quality and preparing
students to address the academic, social, and professional challenges of the future.
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