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The present work deals with the cadmium induced ultra structural changes found in the spleen of Tilapia 
mossambica (Peters). Fishes were exposed to a sub lethal concentration of 8 ppm of CdCl2 for 6 days and 
22 days.

Heavy metals are known hazardous pollutants which are toxic to living organisms. Environmental 
exposure to heavy metals due to anthropogenic activity can result in greatly increased levels in the 
environment resulting in diseases in humans and other animals.

Live Tilapia fish were obtained from Masunda Lake in Thane district in Maharashtra, India and were kept 
for a fortnight for laboratory acclimatization. Five sets of ten fishes were treated with sub lethal 
concentrations of 8 ppm of CdCl2 for 6 and 22 days under standard APHA (1985) conditions based on 
LC50 studies. 

Histological changes induced by cadmium chloride include hypochromic condition, necrosis and large 
scale deposition of hemosiderin. Similar changes have been reported by earlier workers too 
(Sundaresan, 2014b; Basim, 2008; Awari, 1991).
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